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C.  &  D.  DIARY,  1899. 

Before  the  end  of  this  month  we  shall  be  going  to  press 
with  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary  for  1899.  There- 
fore we  strongly  urge  upon  wholesale  houses  and  advertisers 
generally  to  secure  space  in  it  for  their  advertisements 
without  delay.  We  have  been  saying  during  the  past  month 
that 

The  "C.  &  D.  Diary"  Is  used 

Every  day  of  the  year, 

All  the  year  round, 

In  thousands  of  pharmacies 

In  every  country  in  the  world. 

This  is  not  a  word  too  much.  These  five  lines  speak  to  the  in- 
telligent advertiser  of  the  possibilities  of  Diary  Advertising ; 
effectively  done  it  is  effective  in  results  and  fruitful  all  the 
year  round.  Application  should  be  made  to  the  Publisher, 
<?2  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.,  for  particulars  or  space. 


Summary. 


Boots 
(p.  623). 


(Limited)   are    the  latest  Gregorian  culprits 


The  death  of  Mr.  Charles  Christey,  of  G.  N.  Souratty  & 
Co.,  is  reported  on  p.  627. 

Tins  Month's  pharmaceutical  Preliminary  examination 
questions  are  given  on  p.  624-. 

Some  Recemt  Notes  oa  essential  oils  from  Messrs 
Bush's  laboratory  are  printed  on  p.  643. 

A  New  Analytical  Touknamemt  is  announced  in  our 
"  Corner  for  Students  "  this  month  (p.  616). 

Me.  R.  J.  Down'es  has  been  re-elected  President  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland  (p.  626). 

Sir  J.  Crichton  Browne's  poisoning  suggestions  have 
awakened  the  ire  of  the  newspapers  (p.  636). 

We  publish  portraits  of  the  three  new  members  of  the 
Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland  (p.  625). 

The  legality  of  the  month's  notice  has  once  more  been 
demonstrated  in  court  by  a  chemist's  assistant  (p.  628). 

The  Medical  Defence  Union  have  failed  to  convince 
a  judge  that  a  Greenwich  midwife  has  infringed  the 
Apothecaries  Act  (p.  628). 

Our  Town  Traveller  has  picked  up  some  new  ideas  in 
his  walks  about  town.  There  is  noted  an  important  develop- 
ment in  the  perfumery-trade  (p.  644). 

The  Irish  Council  Election  calls  forth  letters  from 
Mr.  Downes,  the  President,  aud  Mr.  Conyngham,  who 
defends  his  company  and  his  policy  (p.  647). 

Minor  Candidates  complain  about  the  dispensing  given 
to  them — we  think,  and  the  trade  will  think,  with  good 
reason  when  the  prescriptions  on  p.  647  are  read. 

Mr.  Gwilym  Evans,  some  time  a  member  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Council  and  latterly  a  candidate  for  Parliament, 
has  renounced  his  ambition  in  this  direction  (p.  625). 

The  U.S.  Consul  in  Batavia  urges  Americans  to  invest 
their  money  in  Java  cinchona-plantations,  and  we  give  some 
of  the  facts  which  should  be  considered  by  those  who  think 
of  acting  on  this  advice  (p.  634). 

September  Business  was  much  better  than  usual,  says 
the  Board  of  Trade.  We  give  the  figures  which  support  this 
on  p.  633,  but  show  that  the  trading  of  the  year,  especially 
in  exports,  is  little  to  be  proud  of. 

How  it  was  proposed  to  ama'gamate  seventy-six  chemists' 
businesses  into  one,  and  make  a  profit  of  18  per  cent.,  and 
how  the  Chemists'  Co-operative  Society  (Limited)  failed  in 
the  attempt,  is  finally  told  on  p.  632. 

The  Names  of  those  who  have  this  month  passed  the 
Major  and  Minor  in  London  and  Edinburgh  are  given  on 
p.  624.  Two  hundred  failures  and  sixty-six  passes  is  the 
result  of  the  last  Minor  examination  in  London. 

At  the  First  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Chemists' 
Assistants'  Union  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  in  the  course  of  an  address 
advised  the  Union  to  secure  the  fairest  conditions  of  labour, 
and  to  make  the  Union  a  friendly  society  (p.  631). 

The  October  Produce- trade  is  poor  so  far,  and 
merchants  are  complaining.  Cascara  sagrada  has  taken  an 
upward  turn,  cinchona  (especially  succirubra)  is  dearer, 
crude  camphor  still  advances,  ipecac,  is  slow  but  high, 
ergot  is  going  up,  and  opium  still  shows  much  crop- 
shortage.    We  report  cinchona  and  drug  sales  (p.  651). 

The  Winter  Session  is  going  strong.  Mr.  John  Har- 
rison addressed  the  Manchester  chemists  principally  on 
the  virtues  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  At  Sheffield 
Mr.  J.  Rymer  Young  spoke  on  the  education  of  the 
pharmacist,  the  honour  of  the  craft,  and  the  evils  of 
company-trading  (p.  637).  Plymouth  chemists  find  their 
Association  progressing  well,  and  they  dined  together, 
Mr.  J.  C.  C.  Payne,  of  Belfast,  being  the  principal  guest  and 
speaker  (p.  640). 
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the  use  of  a  different  method  of  analysis  from  that  employed 
when  the  ammonia  precipitate  can  contain  only  the  in- 
soluble hydroxides.  The  usual  course — that  which  experi- 
ence has  shown  to  be  most  generally  convenient  and 
applicable  in  such  cases — is  to  remove  the  phosphoric 
radicle.  For  this  purpose  advantage  is  taken  of  the  insolu- 
bility of  ferric  phosphate  in  acetic  acid. '  The  details  of  the 
method  to  be  employed  will  be  found  in  any  text-book  of 
analysis.  Before  putting  the  method  into  practice  with  a 
substance  of  unknown  composition,  the  student  should  maka 
himself  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  principles  upon 
which  it  is  based,  and  this  can  only  be  done  by  carefully 
studying  the  reactions  experimentally. 

The  detection  of  ammonium  was  a  weak  point  with  many 
of  our  correspondents ;  in  our  remarks  on  the  several  re- 
ports the  proper  course  to  adopt  is  pointed  out. 

Peizes. 

The  First  Prize  for  the  best  analysis  has  been  awarded  to- 
A.  E.  King,  c/o  Messrs.  Fuller ■& Co.,  Norwich. 

The  Second  Prize  has  been  awarded  to 

J.  W.  Mooee,  10  Proctor's  Row,  Wigton,  Cumberland. 


Maeks  Awaeded  fob  Analyses. 

A.  E.  King  (first  prize)    ...100     Omega    82 

J.  W.  Moore  (second  prize)    93      Arthur  Rhodes    80- 

Monium      ...       ...       ...    97  Labor         ...       ...       ...  75 

Aberthaw   ...       ...       ...    96  Kingswalden        ...       ...  65 

A.  E.  Burton    95     R.  T.  S   62 

Dover         ...       ...       ...    95  Unsigned  report   ...       ...  60 

Ralph  Pickup    93     Cefn-y-bedd    50 

Diastase   92      Fulham    40 

Algol   90      Rhamnus   10 

Nomad    88 


To  Coeeespondents 

Prizes. — The  students  to  whom  prizes  are  awarded  are  requested 
to  write  at  once  to  the  Publisher,  naming  the  book  they  select, 
and  stating  how  they  wish  it  forwarded. 

Any  scientific  book  that  is  published  at  a  price  not  greatly- 
exceeding  half  a  guinea  may  be  taken  as  a  first  prize. 

Any  scientific  book  which  is  sold  for  about  five  shillings  may  be 
taken  as  a  second  prize. 


Students'  Corner. 

Conducted  by  Richaed  J.  Moss,  F.C.S.,  F.I.O. 


New  Analytical  Tournament. 

THE  competition  announced  below  (to  be  reported  on  next 
month)  will  be  the  first  of  a  new  tournament.  The  student 
who  makes  the  highest  aggregate  of  marks  in  the  coming 
six  competitions  will  be  entitled  to  a  special  prize  of  scientific 
books  to  the  value  of  two  guineas,  with  a  certificate.  Books 
to  the  value  of  oce  guinea,  with  a  certificate,  will  be  given 
to  the  second  in  the  competition  ;  and  a  book  of  the  value 
of  half  a  guinea,  with  a  certificate,  to  the  third.  These  will 
of  course  b3  in  addition  to  the  monthly  prizas. 

Qualitative  Analysis. 

A  mixture  of  not  more  than  three  salts  will  form  the 
subject  of  the  next  exercise  in  qualitative  analysis.  The 
mixture  is  to  be  submitted  to  a  thorough  systematic  exami- 
nation, all  its  constituents  are  to  be  detected,  and  proof  is 
to  be  given  that  the  substances  detected  are  the  only  con- 
stituents of  the  mixture. 

Students'  applications  for  portions  of  the  mixture  of  salts 
(accompanied  by  a  stamped  and  addressed  envelope,  not 
a  stamp  merely)  will  be  received  up  to  Wednesday, 
October  19,  and  the  samples  will  be  forwarded  immediately. 

Students'  reports  will  be  received  up  to  Saturday,  October 
29.  Each  report  should  contain  a  concise  account  of  the 
work  done,  and  should  include  a  list  of  the  constituents 
detected.  In  this  list  any  substance  regarded  as  an  accidental 
impurity  should  be  distinguished  from  the  essential  con- 
stituents of  the  salts  composing  the  mixture. 

Reports. 

The  mixture  sent  to  our  correspondents  in  August  con- 
sisted of  equal  parts  of  zinc  sulphate,  ammonium  alum,  and 
calcium  phosphate. 

Its  calculated  composition  was  : — 


Zn  

  755 

Al  

  2-02 

Ca  

  1291 

NH4   

  1-32 

P,Oa   

  20-43 

so4   

  25-26 

H20   

  30-51 

100-00 

Traces  of  iron  and  chlorine  and  slight  traces  of  potassium 
and  magnesium  were  present  as  impurities. 

Packets  of  the  mixture  of  salts  were  issued  to  36 
applicants,  and  in  reply  nineteen  reports  of  analyses  were 
received. 

The  only  constituent  detected  by  all  our  correspondents 
was  the  sulphuric  radicle,  and  only  one  failed  to  detect  zinc. 
In  the  case  of  the  other  constituents  there  were  the 
following  failures  : — Aluminium  3,  calcium  5,  ammonium  7, 
phosphoric  radicle  4. 

The  powder  being  insoluble  or,  rather,  only  partially 
soluble  in  water,  it  was  necessary  to  employ  an  acid 
in  order  to  obtain  a  solution  suitable  for  analytical 
purposes.  There  was  no  special  advantage  in'  making 
a  separate  analysis  of  the  portion  soluble  in  water. 
When  ammonia  in  excess  was  added  to  the  acid 
solution  of  the  powder  a  copious  precipitate  was  pro- 
duced. This  precipitate  consisted  of  aluminium  hydroxide 
and  calcium  phosphate,  with  a  little  ferric  phosphate  arising 
from  the  trace  of  iron  in  the  mixture.  The  presence  of 
calcium  phosphate  in  the  precipitate  is  of  course  due  to  the 
insolubility  of  that  salt  in  alkaline  liquids.    It  necessitated 


Note. — All  communications   should  include   the   names  and 
addresses  of  the  writers. 

Algol. — You  will  see  from  the  above-calculated  composition  of 
the  powder  that  calcium  was  by  far  the  most  abundant  metallic 
constituent.  In  neutralising  the  excess  of  acid  in  the  acid  solu- 
tion of  the  ammonia  precipitate  you  may  have  added  too  much 
sodium  carbonate,  thus  precipitating  ■  tome  of  the  calcium  as 
phosphate  along  with  alumina. 

Nomad.— There  was  not  a  trace  of  nitrate  in  the  powder.  In 
applying  the  ferrous-sulphate  test  you  may  have  mistaken  the- 
refraction-effect  due  to  close  proximity  of  liquids  of  different 
density  for  an  actual  colour-effect. 

Omega. — The  quantity  of  ammonium  present — a  little  over  1  per 
cent. — seems  small,  but  it  must  be  remembered  that  its  molecular 
weight  is  very  low ;  the  1  per  cent,  is  equivalent  to  more  than 
2  per  cent,  of  potassium.  The  test  you  used  is  too  rough  for  deli- 
cate work.    See  remarks  to  "  A.  Rhodes." 

A.  Rhodes. — You  tested  for  ammonium  compounds  by  heating 
some  of  the  powder  with  a  solution  of  caustic  soda,  and  you  failed 
to  observe  an  ammoniacal  odour.  As  illustrating  the  delicacy  of 
another  method  of  procedure  the  following  experiment  was 
tried  : — One  milligramme  of  the  powder — about  gr- — was 
mixed  with  dry  soda-lime,  in  a  watch-glass;  the  mixture  was  then 
moistened  very  slightly,  so  that  it  d'd  not  appear  visibly  wet. 
On  at  once  covering  the  watch-glass  with  a  plats  of  glass  having 
a  small  piece  of  moistened  red  litmus-paper  adhering  to  it.  the 
red  colour  of  the  paper  changed  to  blue  immediately.  The 
ammonia  could  also  be  detected  by  smell.  The  smaller  the 
quantity  of  water  used,  the  more  sensitive  is  the  test,  because 
ammonia  is  very  soluble  in  water.  The  size  of  the  test-paper  10 
also  a  matter  of  importance — a  trace  of  ammonia  will  change  the 
colour  of  two  or  tln-ee  square  millimetres  of  test-paper,  but  wonW 
produce  no  visible  effect  if  distributed  over  as  many  square  centi- 
metres of  the  same  test-paper. 

Labor — You  did  not  state  how  you  applied  your  test  for 
ammonia.    No  doubt  you  boiled  some  of  the  powder  with  a  solu- 
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tion  of  caustic  alkali.  Owing  to  the  large  quantity  of  water 
present  ammonia  is  evolved  very  slowly,  and  tests  cannot  be  very 
conveniently  applied  to  the  escaping  steam.  See  remarks  to 
'  A.  Rhodes." 

Kingswalden. — There  was  a  distinct  advantage  in  (his  case  in 
dealing  separately  with  the  precipitate  produced  by  ammonia 
and  that  produced  by  ammonium  sulphide,  because  the  former 
contained  the  calcium  phosphate  and  aluminium  hydroxide,  and 
the  latter  all  the  zinc  in  the  form  of  sulphide.  As  you  point  out, 
the  production  of  a  yellowish  precipitate  with  potassium  ferri- 
cyanide  distinguishes  zinc  from  aluminium  and  magnesium,  but 
the  white  colour  of  zinc  sulphide  and  Us  almost  insolubility  in 
acetic  acid  is  still  more  distinctive.  The  reduction  of  zinc  com- 
pounds on  charcoal  with  the  blo.rpipe  affords  convenient  con- 
firmatory tests. 

R.  T.  S. — In  using  the  molybdic  test  for  phosphoric  acid  it 
must  be  remembered  that  ammonium  phospho-molybdate,  which 
constitutes  the  precipitate,  is  soluble  in  an  excess  of  phosphate, 
therefore  the  test  must  be  so  arranged  as  to  keep  the  molybdic 
reagent  always  in  excess.  This  is  done  by  reversing  the  pro- 
cedure usually  followed  in  other  tests,  and  adding  the  solution  to 
be  tested,  in  small  quantities,  to  at  least  twice  its  volume  of  the 
reagent.  Warming  to  about  40-  C.  greatly  promotes  the  forma- 
tion of  the  precipitate. 

Cefn-y-bedd. — The  presence  of  phosphoric  acid  along  with  a 
metal  of  the  alkali-earth  group  necessitated  the  employment  of  a 
special  method  of  analysis,  for  particulars  of  which  you  must 
refer  to  your  text-book.    See  remarks  to  "  A.  Rhodes." 

Fuxir.Mr. — When  the  powder  was  heated  there  was  not  the 
slightest  sign  of  carbonisation.  The  precipitate  you  obtained 
with  calcium  chloride  consisted  of  calcium  sulphate,  a,  salt  often 
mistaken  for  citrate  or  tartrate.  The  fact  that  the  sulphate  does 
not  carbonise  on  heating  distinguishes  it  at  once.  By  artificial 
light  silver  orthophosphate,  though  a  yellow  salt,  may  appear  as 
white  as  the  metaphosphate.  The  powder,  when  moistened  with 
hydrochloric  acid,  coloured  the  Bunsen  flame  brick-red — a  totally 
different  colour  from  that  produced  by  potassium. 

Rhamnus. — The  powder  was  only  partially  soluble  in  water — if  it 
had  consisted  of  sodium  sulphate  and  chloride  it  would  have  been 
completely  soluble.  It  is  not  quite  clear  what  you  did  with  the 
powder,  but  assuming  that  you  made  a  solution  of  it  in  dilute 
hydrochloric  acid,  and  added  ammonium  chloride  and  ammonia, 
without  obtaining  a  precipitate,  it  is  manifest  that  you  did  not 
add  the  ammonia  m  excess.  This  mistake  was  fatal ;  as  a  group- 
reagent  ammonia  must  always  be  used  in  distinct  excess,  and  you 
must  make  sure  that  the  liquid  is  thoroughly  mixed  before  you 
conclude  that  it  smells  of  ammonia. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marlced  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  uelcomed  by  the  Editor. 


The  New  Laboratories  for  Liverpool  College. 

The  formal  opening  of  the  new  physiological  and  patho- 
logical laboratories  presented  to  Liverpool  University  College 
by  the  Rev.  S.  A.  Thompson-Yates,  took  place  at  Liverpool 
on  October  8,  the  ceremony  being  performed  by  Lord  Lister, 
in  the  presence  of  a  brilliant  gathering  of  scientists  and 
local  magnates.  After  the  ceremony  the  degree  of  Doctor 
of  Science  was  conferred  on  the  distinguished  surgeon  by 
the  Senate  of  Victoria  University.  Amongst  those  directly 
connected  with  pharmacy  who  took  part  in  the  proceedings 
were  Professor  W.  R.  Dunstan,  who  was  present  as  a  guest, 
Professor  J.  Reynolds  Green,  who  is  one  of  the  external 
examiners,  and  Mr.  Prosper  H.  Marsden,  the  demonstrator 
of  pharmacy  for  the  University. 

Extract-of-meat~  Manufacture. 
In  our  issue  of  September  3  (page  392)  we  gave  particulars 
of  the  seizure  of  a  quantity  of  diseased  and  putrid  livers  on 
the  premises  of  two  Bermondsey  extract-of-meat  manufac- 
turers, which  were  ordered  to  be  destroyed.  The  consignees 
disputed  the  inspector's  statement  that  similar  stuff  was  then 
actually  in  process  of  manufacture.  The  Vestry  subsequently 
decided  to  prosecute  the  two  consignees  and  the  vendor  of  a 
portion  of  the  stuff,  the  vendor  of  the  remainder  not  having 
yet  been  discovered.  The  summonses  came  on  for  hearing 
before  Mr.  Fordham  at  South  wark  Police  Court,  on  October  6, 
when  Mr.  A.  Ashley,  of  455  Hackney  Road,  was  summoned 


as  the  vendor  of  forty-four  barrels  of  livers;  Mr.  F.  Geary, 
Bucklersbury,  trading  under  the  name  of  Ruffin  &:  Co.,  of 
Bermondsey,  and  Dr.  C.  Sureties,  New  Kent  Road,  were 
summoned  for  having  said  livers  in  their  possession.  The 
only  case  heard  on  that  date  was  that  of  Geary.  Mr.  Avory, 
for  (he  prosecution,  said  the  condition  of  putrefaction  in 
which  the  livers  were  found  when  seized  upon  the  de- 
fendant's premises  showed  that  they  had  been  decomposed 
for  weeks.  They  weie  immersed  in  a  solution  of  salt  and 
borax,  which  would  not  preserve  them,  but  would  serve  to 
conceal  decomposition,  while  actua'ly  helping  to  make  them 
poisonous.  This  stuff  was  to  be  made  into  meat-ext  ract,  and 
the  Vestry  felt  it  their  duty  to  give  warning  to  the  public 
not  to  use  any  meat-pxtract  which  was  made  frnn  livers. 
Dr.  Dixon,  medical  officer  of  health,  said  the  livers  were 
wholly  rotten  in  all  cases,  and  in  some  instances  they  had 
decomposed  into  a  brown  juice,  exuding  a  peculiarly  offen- 
sive and  sickly  odour.  The  manufactui  e  of  meat- ex  tract  was 
being  carried  on  at  the  time  and  livers  were  being  put  into 
bags  and  boiled  in  coppers. 

Chief-Inspector  Thomas  stated  that  he  saw  a  quantity  of 
tins  and  bottle?  containing  extract,  labelled  "  Bonvious," 
which  was  described  as  "pure  extiact  of  meat."  The  in- 
spector produced  a  penny  bottle  of  "Bouvinus.  and  stated 
that  there  was  nothing  besides  the  livers  to  be  found  on  the 
premises — no  other  meats  or  raw  materials  of  any  sort. 

Mr.  Muir,  for  the  defence,  said  his  client  was  ut.a.vare  of 
the  condition  of  the  livers,  and  his  manager,  who  came  with 
an  excellent  character  from  one  of  the  largest  makers  of 
meat-extract  in  London,  denied  that  any  bad  livers  were 
actually  used,  or  that  he  knew  they  were  bad.  The  de- 
fendant was  an  accountant  in  the  City,  who  was  promoting 
a  company  to  place  upon  the  market  a  meat-extract  which 
should  be  at  ouCe  stimulating,  nutrith  p.  and  palatable,  and 
he  and  his  syndicate  had  invested  25  000/.  in  experiments 
which  had  led  to  the  discovery  of  such  a  substance.  Unfor- 
tunately, their  works  were  burnt  down  in  April,  1897,  and 
the  defendant  purchased  the  premises  of  Ruffin  iV  Co.,  who 
were  in  liquidation,  as  a  suitable  place  in  which  to  continue 
his  experiments.  He  would  have  destroyed  the  bad  livers 
immediately  had  their  condition  been  made  known  to  him 
Counsel  contended  that  the  mere  possession  of  such  stuff  wan 
not  sufficient  to  convict  the  defendant.  He  protested  against 
the  idea  that  pigs'  livers  were  unlit  for  makiog  meat-extract. 
These  were  pigs'  livers  grown  in  Ireland,  exported  to  Ham- 
burg for  making  German  sausages,  and,  the  supply  being  in 
excess  of  the  German  demand,  they  were  then  seLt  over  to 
England. 

Defendant  said  he  left  everything  to  his  manager,  Dod- 
well,  who,  in  cross-examination  stated  that  the  meat-extract 
from  the  livers  was  to  be  mixed  with  Austiaiian,  Chicago,  and 
Argentine  extract,  in  order  to  make  a  peifect  blend.  The 
Magistrate  said  he  had  no  hesitation  in  convicting  the 
defendant,  and  proposed  to  fine  him  220/ ,  or  5/.  for  each  of 
the  forty-four  barrels.  Mr.  Avory  pointed  out,  howevpr.  that 
the  penalty  limited  by  statute  was  50/ ,  whereupon  the 
defendant  was  fined  50/.,  and  50/.  costs. 

Accident  to  a  Chemist. 

On  October  4,  Mr.  Horner,  chemist  in  the  laboratory  of 
Messrs.  Kemp  k,  Son,  wholesale  chemists,  Horncastle.  whs 
examining  a  large  stone  bottle  which  had  contained  nitrous 
ether,  when  the  bottle  burst  with  a  loud  explosion,  slightly 
disfiguring  Mr.  Horner's  face. 

Sviicide  of  a  Chemist's  Assistant. 

On  October  8  an  inquest  was  held  at  Chingford,  on  the 
body  of  Lewis  Charles  Eggett  (20),  a  chemist's  ass ista»  f, 
who  was  found  dead  in  Epping  Forest.  An  empty  b->Mle 
was  found  by  his  side,  and  Dr.  W.  Priddle  deposed  that  death 
was  due  to  pfussic-acid  poisoning,  the  deceased  having 
swallowed  enough  to  kill  three  people.  The  jury  returned 
a  verdict  of  suicide  whilst  temporarily  insane. 

Sheffield  Drugs. 
Mr.  A.  H.  Allen,  analyst  for  the  city  of  Sheffield,  reports, 
that  in  the  quarter  ending  June  he  had  dealt  with  59- 
samples.  Six  samples  of  cream  of  tartar  were  all  of  good 
quality,  and  6  samples  of  glycerin  were  of  full  strength 
and  free  from  arsenic  or  other  objectionable  imparities.  Of 
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6  samples  of  sal  volatile  4  were  genuine  and  2  were  inferior. 
Of  6  samples  of  ground  ginger  4  were  genuine,  1  was  of 
suspicious  character,  and  1  contained  3  per  cent,  of  foreign 
mineral  matter  consisting  chiefly  of  calcium  carbonate. 

Charges  of  Stealing. 

At  the  Greenwich  Police  Court  on  October  10,  Frank 
Chabot  (39),  chemist's  assistant,  of  Wisteria  Road,  Lewisham, 
was  charged  with  stealing  4s.  lid.  from  72  High  Street, 
Lewisham,  from  his  employers,  Messrs.  Parkes  (Limited),  store 
'chemists.  He  was  also  charged  with  stealing  thirty-nine  tubes 
-of  artists'  colours  and  other  articles,  value  17s.  3d.,  the  property 
'Of  the  firm.    The  prisoner  was  remanded. 

At  York,  on  October  6,  John  Iley  (20)  was  charged  on 
remand  with  stealing  scent  and  other  articles,  valued  at 
'  201,  the  property  of  Mr.  Charles  Maltby  Brown,  chemist, 
High  Ousegate.  The  prisoner  had  been  an  assistant  in  Mr. 
Brown's  shop,  and  when  arrested  he  said  the  greater  part 
of  the  goods  were  his  own,  and  had  been  given  him  by  his 
father,  who  was  in  the  trade.  Prisoner  pleaded  guilty,  and, 
the  charge  having  been  altered  to  stealing  articles  valued 
at  under  2d.,  he  was  fined  40s. 

At  Bow  Street,  on  October  6,  John  Wilson  (36)  was  charged 
with  theft.  Mr.  Lowden,  manager  of  the  Palace  Drug-stores, 
Bridge  Street,  stated  that  prisoner  entered  the  shop  and 
asked  for  a  bottle  of  Dodd's  mixture.  While  witness  was 
referring  to  a  catalogue,  he  saw  the  prisoner  take  a  large 
bdttle  of  scent  from  the  counter  and  put  it  in  his  pocket. 
Witness  closed  the  door  and  kept  the  prisoner  inside  until 
the  police  arrived,  when  the  prisoner  replaced  the  bottle  on 
the  counter.  On  being  searched  at  the  station  another 
bottle  of  scent  was  found  on  prisoner,  together  with  a 
number  of  fountain-pens.    The  prisoner  was  remanded. 

At  the  Greenwich  Police  Court  on  Monday,  before  Mr. 
Kennedy,  James  Boyde  (32),  engineer,  was  charged  on 
remand  with  obtaining  goods  from  Mr.  Alfred  J.  Brown, 
chemist,  55  Trafalgar  Road,  East  Greenwich,  by  means 
of  a  trick.  The  prisoner  went  to  the  shop  and  was  served 
with  some  goods.  He  placed  a  half-crown  on  the  counter, 
and  afterwards  picked  it  up  again,  while  Mr.  Brown  was  in 
the  act  of  getting  the  goods.  The  prisoner  positively 
declared  that  the  money  had  been  picked  up  and  placed  in 
the  till.  Mr.  Brown  asked  him  to  turn  out  his  pockets,  but  he 
would  not  do  so,  and  he  was  given  the  goods  and  Is.  4rf. 
change.  Prisoner,  was  sentenced  to  three  months'  hard 
labour. 

At  the  Mansion  House,  on  October  8,  Otto  David  and 
Henry  Rosenthall  were  charged  on  remand  with  stealing  a 
•receipt,  and  with  being  concerned  in  stealing  81.  3s.  5d., 
the  proceeds  of  a  cheque  belonging  to  Messrs.  Piuchin, 
Johnson  &  Co.,  chemical-manufacturers,  23  Billiter  Street. 
The  two  prisoners  were  described  as  clerks,  David  being  in 
the  employment  of  the  prosecutors  as  a  collector  of  accounts. 
He  made  various  excuses  for  the  non-payment  by  a  firm  he 
had  called  on  of  an  account  for  81.  3s.  5d.  As  a  fact  the 
account  had  been  paid  to  Rosenthall  by  a  crossed  cheque 
which  he  had  cashed.  A  receipt- form,  which  had  been  stolen 
by  David,  had  been  given  to  the  firm.  The  prisoners  pleaded 
guilty,  and  the  prosecutors  asked  that  the  case  should  be 
dealt  with  leniently.  The  Alderman,  in  deference  to  the  wish 

•  of  the  Lord  Mayor,  who  had  first  heard  the  case,  dealt  with 
prisoners  under  the  First  Offenders  Act,  and  ordered  them  to 
find  one  bail  each  in  501.  for  their  future  good  behaviour  for 

-  six  months. 

Drug-store  Manager  Imprisoned. 

At  the  Marylebone  Police  Court,  on  October  8,  Charles 
Henry  Fowler  Borkwood  (39),  chemist's  manager,  was 
charged  on  remand  with  feloniously  embezzling  3^.  4s  ,  the 
money  of  his  employers,  Messrs.  Lewis  &  Burrows  (Limited), 
and  with  stealing  321  17s.  10^.,  also  photo-cameras,  mirrors, 
and  spirit-lamps,  to  the  value  of  91.  10s.,  belonging  to  the 
prosecutors.  The  circumstances  of  the  first  charge  were 
published  in  last  week's  issue,  and  in  regard  to  the  second 
charge  it  was  stated  that  moneys  and  postal  orders  to  the 
value  of  the  amount  named  were  stolen  from  the  safe  at 
prosecutors'  establishment  in  Baker  Street  where  prisoner 
was  manager.  Prisoner  was  supposed  to  be  on  holiday,  but 
he  returned  unexpectedly  on  the  morning  of  the  robbery, 


and  opened  all  the  letters,  including  those  containing  the 
missing  postal  orders,  one  of  which  was  subsequently  found 
in  his  possession.  According  to  the  police,  prisoner  had 
behaved  shamefully  towards  his  wife  and  children.  He  had 
for  some  time  past  taken  up  with  a  young  lady  who  had 
acted  as  cashier  at  one  of  Messrs.  Lewis  &  Burrows'  branches, 
and  after  having  purloined  his  employers'  money,  he  went 
off  with  this  young  woman,  staying  with  her  at  first-class 
hotels  in  London,  Brighton,  and  on  the  Continent.  The 
prisoner  had  kept  his  wife  short  of  money,  had  raised  money 
on  a  bill  of  sale  on  her  property,  and  left  her  penniless. 
Without  going  into  the  third  charge,  the  prisoner  pleaded 
guilty,  and  was  sentenced  to  seven  months'  imprisonment. 

The  Factory  Acts  and  Mineral-water  Makers. 
Mrs.  Christina  Kimber,  an  aerated-water  manufacturer, 
of  Rotherham,  has  been  summoned  before  the  local  Magis- 
trates for  an  infringement  of  the  Factory  Acts.  During  the 
hot  weather  in  September  the  defendant,  to  meet  the  demand 
for  her  drinks,  kept  her  people  working  overtime.  On  Satur- 
day afternoon,  September  17,  the  Inspector  of  Factories 
called  at  5  p.m.  and  found  the  works  in  full  swing  and  seven 
girls  employed.  The  facts  were  not  denied,  but  it  was 
urged  in  defence  that  there  was  no  need  to  have  taken  out 
seven  summonses  against  defendant.  She  was  ordered  to 
pay  13s.  6d.  fine  and  costs  in  each  case. 

Jersey  Chemists. 

Mr.  Frank  Henry  Boules,  of  Messrs.  Boots'  Guernsey 
branch,  and  Mr.  Ira  Reginald  Phillips  have,  on  production  of 
the  necessary  certificates  from  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Great  Britain,  been  duly  admitted  by  the  Court  of  that  island 
to  practise  their  profession  there. 

A  Blackmail  Scheme. 

The  police  are  at  present  investigating  a  huge  scheme  of 
blackmailing  which  has  been  promptly  brought  to  light. 
About  two  years  ago  a  business  was  opened  in  Ludgate 
Circus  for  the  purpose  of  selling  through  the  post  what  were 
known  as  the  "  Lady  Montrose  medicinal-tabules."  These 
were  extensively  advertised  to  women  as  abortefacients,  and 
an  enormous  business  seems  to  have  been  done  A  man 
named  Mitchell  appears  to  have  obtained  the  names  and 
addresses  of  all  the  women  who  had  dealt  with  the  "Mont- 
rose "  Company,  and  every  one  of  these  women  received  from 
Mitchell  a  legal-looking  document  stating,  in  effect,  that 
unless  the  sum  of  two  guineas  was  remitted  to  him  by  return, 
legal  proceedings  would  be  taken  against  them  for  commit- 
ting a  criminal  act.  The  police  were  informed  and  six 
hundred  replies  were  intercepted,  but  Mitchell  is  still  at 
large. 

Fires. 

One  of  the  assistants  in  the  pharmacy  of  Mr.  J.  K. 
Andrews,  Astwood  Bank,  near  Redditch,  went  to  the  cellar, 
on  October  5,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  some  benzoline 
from  a  cask  which  contained  about  30  gals.  As  he  was  re- 
turning he  fell  and  spilt  some  of  the  liquid.  Beirig  in  the 
dark  he  struck  a  light,  the  benzoline  ignited,  and  the  flames 
spread  to  the  tank,  but  were  prevented  from  spreading 
further. 

A  fire  was  discovered  in  the  early  morning  of  October  6, 
at  the  house  of  Mr.  Jessop,  formerly  in  business  as  a  chemist 
at  Frizinghall,  Bradford.  When  the  fire-brigade  arrived 
the  bedroom-lioor  was  found  in  flames,  and  considerable 
damage  was  done  to  the  furniture  before  the  fire  was 
extinguished.  The  origin  of  the  outbreak  is  a  mystery,  as 
Mrs.  Jessop  is  away,  no  one  is  sleeping  in  the  house,  and  Mr. 
Jessop  had  called  and  found  all  safe  a  few  hours  previously. 

Chemists'  Licences. 
Wine-licences  have  been  granted  to  : — 

Mr.  E.  T.  Parker,  19  Market  Square,  Aylesbury. 
Mr.  W.  C.  White,  chemist  and  druggist,  South  PethertoD, 
Somerset. 

The  licence  granted  at  the  adjourned  Brewster  Sessions  to 
Mr.  Sydney  Count,  King's  Lynn,  was  for  the  sale  of  wines, 
not  spirits,  as  stated  in  last  week's  issue. 
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Drug-contracts. 

Ipswich. — Messrs.  Wiggin  &  Son,  St.  Matthew's  Street, 
for  drugs  for  the  Union. 

Runcorn. — Mr.  J.  H.  Weston,  chemist  and  druggist,  for 
drugs  to  the  Union. 

Havant  Union. — Mr.  Charles  S.  Fresson,  of  the  South 
Hants  Drug  Company,  Havant,  has  obtained  the  contract  for 
the  supply  of  cod-liver  oil  in  10-oz.  bottles  at  6*.  6d.  per 
gal. 

The  Chorlton-on-Medlock  Board  of  Guardians  have  divided 
their  drug-contracts  between  Messrs.  James  Woolley,  Sons  & 
Co.,  and  Messrs.  Oldfield,  Pattinson  &Co.,  both  of  Manchester. 
The  contracts  for  druggists' sundries  have  been  given  to  Messrs. 
James  Woolley,  Sons  &  Co.,  Manchester,  and  Messrs.  Leslies 
(Limited),  London,  and  that  for  cotton-wool  and  tow  has 
been  placed  with  Messrs.  Charles  Newsome  k  Co.,  Bengal 
Mills,  Ancoats,  Manchester. 

Carbide-of- Calcium  Licences. 

Before  the  East  Ham  District  Urban  Council,  last  week, 
a  letter  was  read  from  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department,  stating  that  the  Secretary  of  State  had 
granted  Mr.  B.  Haigh,  of  East  Ham,  a  licence  for  the 
storage  of  carbide  of  calcium.  A  question  was  asked  the 
Chairman  if  it  was  to  be  taken  that  the  Home  Secretary  was 
the  only  man  to  give  licences,  to  which  the  Chairman 
replied  that  he  thought  not,  but  he  could  go  over  the 
Council,  and  in  that  case  they  had  better  leave  it  to  the 
Home  Secretary  altogether. 

Pharmacist's  Sudden  Death. 

Mr.  Daniel  Charles  Cadman,  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
Koyal  Parade,  Blackheath,  was  found  in  a  dying  condition 
on  Blackheath  on  October  4.  He  died  soon  after  being 
taken  home,  and  death  was  certified  by  bis  family  doctor  to 
be  due  to  paralysis  of  the  brain. 

St.  Giles  Dispenser. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Guardians  of  St.  Giles  and  St. 
George,  Bloomsbury,  on  October  11,  a  superannuation  allow- 
ance of  34Z.  per  annum  was  granted  to  Mr.  Curtis,  the  dis- 
penser, on  his  retirement,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
Local  Government  Board.  Mr.  Hackett  was  elected  as  dis- 
penser in  place  of  Mr.  Curtis. 

The  Grimsby  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Association. 

A  short  time  since  two  members  of  this  Association,  Mr. 
North  and  Mr.  C.  Dewing,  endeavoured  to  organise  a  buying 
section,  especially  for  patents.  They  got  particulars  of 
what  had  been  done  at  Plymouth,'  and  sent  a  copy  of  the 
statement  to  all  their  members,  numbering  twenty-six.  When 
the  meeting  they  called  was  due,  only  four  put  in  an  appear- 
ance, and  the  proposal  fell  through. 


3risb  IRews. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland. 

Registered  Druggist  Examination. — S.  R.  Anderson,  R. 
Blair,  G.  Hamilton,  H.  Haslett,  G.  M.  Marshall,  and  W.  K. 
Young  passed.    Six  candidates  have  been  rejected. 

Preliminary  Examination,  October,  1898. — The  following 
have  passed :— C.  W.  Robinson,  W.  L.  Swenarton  (equal),  T. 
J.  Martin,  and  J.  A.  W.  Gilmour.  Seven  candidates  have 
been  rejected. 

Politicians  and  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

The  Irish  Independent,  which  represents  one  of  the 
sections  of  Nationalists  in  Dublin,  was  hurt  at  not  being 
invited  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  dinner  last  week, 
and  commented  on  it  as  follows  : — 

We  think  it  right  to  let  our  readers  know  that  the  reason  why 
the  Independent  of  yesterday  did  not  contain  a  report  of  the 
dinner  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  the  night  before  is  due  to 
the  fact  that  the  managers  of  the  affair  deliberately  denied  to 


this  journal  the  facilities  for  reporting  the  proceedings  at  tho 
dinner  which  they  extended  to  other  Dublin  daily  papers.  We 
feel  further  bound  to  express  our  belief  that  the  course  pursued 
towards  the  Independent  was  dictated  by  political  animus,  a 
manifestation  of  which  was  also  given  in  the  opening  remarks  of 
the  Chairman,  as  reported  by  our  contemporaries  in  reference  to 
Mr.  Campbell,  M.P.  This  is  rather  a  risky  policy  to  pursue.  The 
members  of  all  branches  of  the  medical  profession  do  not  live 
exclusively  on  Tories  and  Unionists.  There  are  a  good  many 
Nationalists  in  Dublin  on  whom  they  also  live,  and  it  would  he 
only  common  prudence  not  to  resort  to  tactics  calculated  to 
irritate  that  not  inconsiderable  section  of  the  Dublin  public. 

The  suggestion  made  by  the  Independent  is  an  entirely 
unjust  one.  Representatives  of  the  two  oldest  Dublin  papers 
were  invited,  one  being  a  Nationalist  and  the  other  a  Con- 
servative organ.  So,  too,  a  Nationalist  and  a  Conservative 
M  P.  were  invited  and  attended.  The  President,  in  proposing 
"  The  Houses  of  Parliament,"  carefully  avoided  politics,  but 
quite  naturally  referred  to  a  recent  election  in  one  of  the 
divisions  of  the  city,  when  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  had 
asked  the  two  candidates  to  hear  them,  but  only  had  a  reply 
from  the  Conservative,  who  politely  listened  to  their  case, 
and  who,  it  may  be  added,  was  successful. 

Drug-contract. 
Mr.  P.  N.  White,  chemist,  Sligo,  has  secured  the  contracts 
for  the  supply  of  medicines  and  medical  and  surgical  appli- 
ances to  the  Longford,  Strokestown,  and  Mohill  Unions  for 
the  next  twelve  months. 

Personal. 

Mr.  W.  L.  Ross,  L.P.S.I.,  late  of  Upper  Baggot  Street  has 
resolved  to  proceed  to  South  Africa  for  the  good  of  his 
health. 

At  the  distribution  of  prizes  by  Dr.  J.  C.  Cullingworth 
(London),  on  Monday,  October  3,  in  connection  with  the 
Medical  Department  of  the  Yorkshire  College,  Leeds,  Mr,  J. 
Ewing,  L.P.S.I.  (Dungannon),  was  awarded  Professor  Barr's 
prize  for  first  place  at  the  recent  examination  in  materia 
medica. 

Business  Changes. 

Messrs.  G.  Meldon's  drug  and  chemical  concern,  Thomas 
Street,  Dublin,  has  beeen  converted  into  a  fruit  and  vegetable 
shop. 

Mr.  Frederick  Froedman,  L.P.S.I..  has  succeeded  to  the 
proprietorship  of  the  Medical  Hall,  North  Frederick  Street, 
Dublin. 

Mr.  Joseph  Holton,  chemist  and  druggist,  late  of  Dr. 
Powell's  Medical  Hall,  Nenagh,  has  opened  a  new  shop  in 
the  same  town. 

Mr.  A.  R.  Smyth's  drug-store,  Christchurch  Place,  Dublin, 
has  been  evacuated  by  its  late  owner,  and  is  now  adorned 
with  house-agents'  decorations. 

Messrs.  Byrne  &  Co.,  mineral-water  manufacturers,  Dublin, 
have  been  incorporated  as  a  limited  liability  company  under 
the  name  of  Byrne  &  Shaw  (Limited). 

Mr.  Patrick  Kelly,  M.C.P.S.I.,  Dublin,  has  disposed  of  his 
branch  pharmacy  at  Newtown  Mount,  Kennedy,  to  Mr. 
McKie,  L.P.S.I.,  late  manager  of  Dr.  Merrin's  Medical  Hall, 
Lower  Camden  Street,  Dublin. 

Mr.  F.  T.  Parker,  L.P.S.I.,  late  of  Dawson  Street,  Dublin, 
has  been  appointed  manager  of  Gordon's  Medical  Hall,  Rane- 
lagh,  vice  Mr.  W.  Vincent  Johnston,  M.P.S.I.,  who  has  started, 
business  on  his  own  account. 

A  Village  called  "  Hospital." 

At  Limerick  Quarter  Sessions,  last  week,  during  the 
hearing  of  an  application  for  the  granting  of  three  spirit- 
licences  for  the  village  of  Hospital,  where,  with  a  population 
of  640,  there  are  already  fourteen  public-houses,  Judge 
j  Adams  said  the  village  was  well  named  "  Hospital."  Doctors 
and  chemists  were  always  in  favour  of  new  licences,  which 
brought  in  a  larger  number  of  broken  heads  and  an  increased 
demand  for  sticking-plaster.    The  application  was  refused, 

A  Medical  Missionary. 

Recently  a  dispensary  for  the  gratuitous  distribution  of 
drugs  and  medicines  was  opened  in  Limerick  by  Dr.  Long,  a 
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j>hi,lanthropic  physician,  and  a  rumour  gaining  currency  that 
the  "rncdioine-man"  was  sandwiching  medical  with  mini- 
sterial advice,  some  thousands  of  persons  last  week  assembled 
outside  the  Medical  Hall,  and  varied  their  groans  of  derision 
with  the  singing  of  the  ditty,  "We'll  hang  Dr.  Long  on  a 
sour-apple  tree  '  The  police  did  not  interfere,  and  Dr.  Long 
meantime  continues  to  prescribe  for  his  patient's  soul  and 
body. 

The  Mysterious  Circular. 

In  connect'on  with  the  pharmaceutical  bordereau,  about 
which  so  much  was  heard  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Society  last  week,  the  following  advertisement  appears  in  the 

Irish  Times :  — 

Vivo  pounds  reward  will  be  given  for  conclusive  information 
as  to  the  names  of  printer  and  issuer  of  a  circular  sent  out  last 
week  signed  "  The  Irish  Pharmacy  Protection  Association." 
Apply,  &C. 

A  Snake-story. 

St.  Patrick's  good  cflices  would  appear  to  be  again  wanted 
in  Ireland.  Last  week  a  snake,  measuring  close  on  4  feet  in 
length  and  of  the  cobra  species,  was  discovered  at  CoolattiD, 
the  residence  of  Lord  Fitzwilliam.  It  had  been  accidentally 
run  over  and  injured  by  a  passing  car  on  the  public  road, 
and  was  subsequently  despatched  by  one  of  the  game- 
Jceepers.  The  Kick  was  of  a  dazzling  bronze  colour,  crossed 
diagonally,  and  it  had  fangs  3  inches  long.  Ic  is  conjectured 
that  the  reptile  was  imported  from  abroad  with  some  forest- 
trees  which  lately  arrived  for  Lord  Fitzwilliam. 

A  Pennyworth  of  Strychnia. 

At  Derry,  on  October  7.  a  man  named  Graham  died  of 
strychnia-poisoning  in  the  infirmary.  During  the  afternoon 
he  visited  the  establishment  of  Mr.  Jas.  Glendinning,  phar- 
maceutical chemist,  Waterloo  Place,  and  obtained  a  penny- 
worth of  strychnia,  saying  it  was  for  destroying  mice,  with 
which  his  bouse  was  infested.  Mr.  Glendinning,  knowing 
him,  supplied  the  poison,  making  an  entry  in  the  poison- 
hook  and  obtaining  his  signature.  Shortly  after  leaving  the 
shop  Graham  appears  to  have  swallowed  the  poison,  from 
ti  e  effects  of  which  he  died  a  short  while  after  admission 
to  the  infirmary. 


Scotcb  H-lcws. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Honour  to  an  Edinburgh  Chemist. 

On  Wednesday  last  Mr.  Richard  Clark,  of  Raime?,  Clark  & 
Co ,  wholesale  chemists  and  druggists,  Edinburgh,  was  pre- 
sented with  his  portrait  by  the  members  and  officials  of  the 
Edinburgh  Parish  Council  on  the  occasion  of  his  terminating 
the  first  period  of  the  office  of  Chairman  of  the  Council.  The 
portrait  was  painted  by  Mr.  R.  Martin  Hardie,  R.S.A  ,  and 
was  presented  in  recognition  of  his  valuable  services  to  the 
Council,  and  as  a  token  of  the  respect  in  which  he  is  held 
by  his  fellow  Councillors.  The  Lord  Provost,  the  Master  of 
the  Edinburgh  Merchants'  Company,  and  other  influential 
citizens,  were  present.  A  replica  of  the  portrait  and  a 
beautiful  bouquet  were  presented  to  Mrs.  Clark. 

Fire. 

Fire  broke  out  on  the  morning  of  October  7  at  the  sealing- 
wax  factory  of  Messrs.  George  Waterston  &  Son,  Edinburgh. 
The  flame s  spread  rapidly,  but  were  soon  checked  by  the 
efforts  of  the  fire-brigade.  The  origin  of  the  fire  is 
unknown,  ar  d  the  damage,  which  is  covered  by  insurance, 
has  not  jet  been  estimated. 

A  N"cw  Factory 

Mr.  George  Whyte,  chemist  and  druggist,  Elgin,  has 
obtaiced  the  lease  of  Sheiiff  Mill,  which  he  is  converting 
into  a  mineral-water  facto-y.  Messrs.  Bratby  &  Hinchliffe 
are  supplying  a  plant  capable  of  turning  out  1,C00  dozens  a 
day. 


jfrencb  Wews. 

(From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


Turpentine- vArouE  — A  fire  was  occasioned  last  Friday 
on  the  premises  of  a  dealer  in  chemicals  at  Lille  through  an 
assistant  going  down  to  the  cellar  with  a  naked  light,  which 
came  into  contact  with  the  vapour  of  turpentine  stored 
there.  In  a  few  minutes  the  whole  house  was  in  flames,  and 
the  inhabitants  in  the  upper  part  had  to  seek  refuge  by  the 
roof.    Damage  estimated  at  25,000f.  resulted. 

Laudanum  and  Charcoal. — A  few  days  ago  in  Paris  a 
young  widow  in  poor  circumstances  procured  a  small  bottle 
of  laudanum  from  a  pharmacien,  drank  half  the  contents, 
and  made  her  daughter  take  the  remainder;  then  the  charcoal- 
stove  was  brought  into  acticH.  The  police  commissary  raised 
the  question  of  the  responsibility  of  the  pharmacien  for 
supplying  laudanum  without  a  medical  prescription,  but  as 
it  was  evident  that  the  charcoal-stove  was  the  really  direct 
cause  of  the  death  no  steps  have  been  taken  against  him. 

A  Pharmacien  on  Defects  in  Pharmacy. — M.  Berge, 
who  styles  himself  a  student  of  pharmacy,  is  publishing 
articles  in  the  Revue  Medicale,  and  one  or  two  of  his  points 
are  worth  quoting.  The  "  Grande  Pharmacie  "  (the  French 
form  of  company-trading),  with  its  staff  of  usually  un- 
qualified employes,  and  its  advertised  specialities,  is,  he  con- 
siders, the  greatest  foe  of  the  modern  French  pharmacist.  He 
thinks  that  most  pharmaciens  will  agree  that  the  "commercial" 
and  "  cutting  "  pharmacy  is  a  great  modern  evil ;  but  whether 
the  fact  of  employing  a  large  staff  of  unqualified  assistants 
would  secure  conviction  under  the  article  of  the  law  which 
states  "  The  pharmacist  must  himself  practise  his  profession," 
is  very  doubtful.  The  evil  not  existing  when  the  law  of  Ger- 
minal was  drafted,  no  provision  was,  of  course,  made  to 
combat  it.  M.  Berge  has  no  better  remedy  for  the  evil  which  he 
writes  about  than  the  suggestion  that  French  syndicates 
should  agree  for  once  to  present  in  common  the  two  or  three 
vital  questions  which,  if  properly  settled,  would  modify 
pharmaceutical  customs  more  than  any  law. 

A  Pharmacist's  Romance. — At  the  Pans  Court  of  Assizes 
last  week  Charlotte  Foucauld  was  charged  with  assassinating 
her  daughter.  The  story  told  of  her  was  as  follows:— She 
was  a  housemaid,  and  six  years  Ego  made  the  acquaintance 
of  a  chemist's  assistant  named  Meyer  by  going  to  the  phar- 
macy where  he  was  employed  to  obtain  medicines  for  her 
employers.  Intimacy  between  the  two  sprang  up,  and  five 
years  ago  Charlotte  gave  birth  to  a  girl.  Since  then  the 
couple  have  lived  together,  the  woman  keeping  a  small  shop, 
the  rent  of  which  the  pharmacien  paid.  Af  .er  a  time  they 
disagreed,  and  the  child  was  the  only  tie  which  held  Meyer 
to  his  paramour.  The  little  business  fell  off,  the  child  had 
bad  health,  and  lastly  the  woman  learned  that  Meyer  was 
married.  Being  of  a  despondent  temperament,  she  determined 
to  commit  suicide  with  her  little  girl.  This  she  tried  to 
carry  out  by  means  of  a  charcoal-stove,  but  Meyer  returned 
before  they  were  dead.  The  child  succumbed,  however,  but 
the  mother  recovered,  and  was  tried  for  assassination.  The 
jury  acquitted  her. 

The  Paris  Municipal  School  of  Physics  and 
Chemistry. — In  taking  possession  of  his  post  at  this  school 
a  few  days  ago,  M.  Lauth  explained  the  ideas  that  he 
intends  to  put  in  practice  there.  He  recalled  the  fact  that 
the  school  exists  for  the  purpose  of  teaching  industrial 
chemistry — that  is,  to  prepare  students  as  chemists  rather 
than  as  professors— adding  :  "So  far  as  I  can  learn,  the 
object  of  the  founders  of  this  school  has  not  been  completely 
attained.  Few  of  the  old  students  have  found  positions 
with  manufacturing- firms.  The  greater  number  of  manufac- 
turers have  yet  to  learn  the  necessity  of  having  scientific 
men  at  the  head  of  their  establishments.  Others  reproach 
our  chemists  with  having  insufficient  practical  knowledge. 
My  endeavour  will  be  to  remove  these  misunderstandings 
and  to  make  the  school  what  it  ought  to  be— an  assistance 
to  industry,  of  which  it  at  present  stands  in  need."  M.  Lanth 
also  intends  to  encourage  the  students  to  specialise  then- 
work  during  their  last  year  at  the  school,  and  to  choose  a 
distinct  branch,  such  as  pharmaceutical  chemistry,  colour- 
ing-matters, &c. 
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Hustralasian  IWcws. 

From  "The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  Australasia"  for 
September,  1898,  copies  of  which,  -price  6d.,  mag  be  obtained 
on  application  to  the  Publisher.} 


Queensland  Pharmacy. — The  Pharmaceutical  Society 
of  Queensland  have  prepared  an  amendment  to  the  existing 
poisons  law,  bringing  it  more  into  line  with  those  of  the 
southern  colonies.  An  effort  will  be  made  to  get  the  Bill 
passed  soon.  The  matter  is  referred  to  in  the  annual  report 
of  the  Society,  where,  also  referring  to  the  question  of 
reciprocity  with  Britain,  the  Society's  Council  says : — 

The  reply  received  from  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great 
Britain  to  the  representation  of  the  colonies,  sent  through  the 
Victorian  Board,  was  disappointing,  in  that  it  disclosed  an  ab- 
sence of  that  consideration  which  such  a  request  was  entitled  to, 
and  especially  when  received  at  such  a  time.  The  matter  is  one 
of  no  urgency,  but  may  be  regarded  as  of  much  more  importance 
'than  when  estimated  by  the  actual  number  of  persons  immedi- 
ately affected,  and  when  taken  into  consideration  should  be  looked 
at  with  eyes  seeking  rather  to  remove  difficulties  in  the  way  than 
-to  find  fresh  obstacles  to  set  up. 

We  observe  that  the  Society  is  in  a  prosperous  condition, 
financially  and  otherwise,  and  one  of  the  acts  of  the  annual 
meeting  was  to  inaugurate  a  benevolent  fund.  Mr.  Vaughan 
has  been  appointed  President  of  the  Society  ;  Mr.  F.  W. 
Simmonds  (who  was  compelled  to  decline  the  Presidency), 
Vice-President ;  Mr.  H.  W.  Thomason,  Hon.  Treasurer  ;  and 
Mr.  E.  C.  Blake,  Secretary. 

VICTORIA  Poisons  Act. — A  Bill  to  amend  the  law  regu- 
lating the  sale  of  poisons  in  Victoria  has  been  printed.  It 
.affirms  the  simple  principle  that  when  any  poison  is  sold  it 
should  be  labelled  poison,  and  a  record  kept  of  the  sales 
Anyone  may  sell  certain  poisons  for  certain  trade  purposes 
and  when  put  up  in  certain  forms.  The  Bill  recognises  two 
classes  of  exempted  sales,  the  first  comprising  medical  pre- 
scriptions and  homoeopathic  medicines,  3x,  &c.  The  second 
class  contains  (a)  patent  or  proprietary  medicines,  (b)  photo- 
graphic materials,  (c)  veterinary  medicines,  (d)  poisoned 
seed,  («)  vermin-killers,  (/)  fly-papers,  (g)  wholesale  sales. 
Sales  of  these  are  exempted  from  the  operation  of  the  Poisons 
Act,  as  they  were  before,  a  record  is  to  be  kept  of  every  sale 
of  any  one  of  them  that  contains  poison,  and  such  are  to  be 
labelled  "  Poison."  The  seller  of  any  of  these  articles  is 
relieved  of  no  fewer  than  twelve  separate  precautions  which 
have  to  be  observed  by  the  registered  seller  of  any 
scheduled  poison.  These  precautions  are  shown  in  the  fol- 
lowing contrast : — 


At  Present. 

1.  Only  registered  persons  can 
sell  them. 

2.  Must  be  kept  in  a  special 
cupboard. 

3.  Sale  controlled  by  regula- 
tions. 

4.  Sale  must  be  registered  in 
a  book  kept  specially  for  the 
purpose. 

5.  Sale  must  be  entered  by 
the  seller. 

6.  Purpose  for  which  poison 
s  required  must  be  registered. 

7.  Purchaser  and  seller  must 
'  both  sign  the  entry  of  the  sale. 

8.  Purchaser  must  be  known. 

9.  Where  purchaser  is  not 
-known  a  witness  must  sign  the 
entry. 

•    10.  Orders  by  letter  must  be 
preserved. 

11.  Purchaser  must  be  over 
18. 

12.  Registered  sellers  may 
•have  licence  cancelled  for  bad 

character. 

In  labelling  proprietary  medicines  containing  poison  the  ! 
label  must  not  be  on  the  outside  wrapper,  but  on  the  bottle, 
'box,  or  whatever  the  actual  container  may  be. 


Proposed. 

1.  Can  be  sold  by  anyone. 

2.  Not  required. 

3.  No  regulations  imposed. 

4.  Sale  may  be  registered  in 
any  book,  as  day  book  or  ledger. 

5.  Sale  may  be  entered  by  an 
employe. 

6.  Not  required. 

7.  Not  required, 

8.  Not  required. 

9.  Not  required. 

10.  Not  required. 

11.  Not  required. 

12.  No  control  over  sellers 


Colonial  ant)  jforcion  iftcws. 


Licences  have  been  issued  authorising  Edmund  William 
Harry  Jeifrey,  John  Edward  Miller,  and  Henry  Sinclair  to 
practise  in  Cape  Colony  as  chemists  and  druggists. 

N.A.R.D. — Not  spikenard,  but  the  National  Association  of 
Retail  Druggists,  which  is  being  got  up  to  oppose  the 
American  Pharmaceutical  Association.  A  meeting  of 
delegates  is  to  be  held  at  St.  Louis  next  week  to  settle  the 
matter. 

Dr.  Sanarelli's  Yellow- fever  Serum  has  been  ordered 
from  the  syndicate  in  Monte  Video  by  three  European 
Governments,  and  the  last  Royal  Mail  steamer  brought 
several  tubes  of  it  to  the  Spanish  and  Italian  Governments, 
and  also  a  quantity  for  the  British  Government,  to  be 
forwarded  to  the  Bahamas. 

Fatal  Benzol  Explosion. — Three  people  were  killed  at 
the  Crow  Chemical  Company's  woiks  in  Camden,  Pa.,  three 
weeks  ago.  The  company  manufacture  synthetic  compounds, 
"Vanillin"  being  a  speciality.  They  use  benzol  as  a  base, 
and  for  some  unaccountable  reason  the  tank  containing  this 
material  boiled  over.  The  workmen  were  warned  by  the 
superintendent  and  rushed  to  the  windows  of  an  adjoining 
room.  They  did  not  wait  long  enough,  and  began  to  go  down 
a  staircase  when  the  benzol  fumes  caught  them,  and  they  fell 
to  the  floor  unconscious.  In  spite  of  all  the  physicians  could 
do  they  died  in  an  hour. 

A  Phenomenal  Retirement.— James  H.  Wilkinson,  a 
retired  druggist,  of  9  Willow  Street,  Brooklyn,  was  arraigned 
in  the  local  Police  Court,  September  1,  under  six  complaints 
on  charges  of  killing  a  cat,  assaulting  the  servant  girl, 
throwing  a  teapot  at  his  wife,  and  abusing  his  little  daughter. 
A  certificate  from  a  physician  was  presented  to  the  Court, 
stating  that  Wilkinson  was  in  need  of  rest,  quiet,  constant 
supervision,  and  treatment,  and  instead  of  giving  him  that 
in  gaol  the  Magistrate  dismissed  the  six  complaints,  and 
Wilkinson  went  away  with  his  lawyer,  the  servant-girl,  and 
several  other  people,  apparently  in  the  best  of  humour. 

Tube-feeders  Condemned. — At  a  meeting  of  the 
American  Health  Association  held  at  Ottawa  last  month, 
the  cause  and  prevention  of  infant  mortality  was  reported 
upon  by  Dr.  E.  Wende,  of  Buffalo,  N.Y.,  as  chairman  of  the 
committee  appointed  to  deal  with  the  matter.  He  referred 
to  the  great  difficulty  of  securing  statistics  as  to  the  causes 
of  infant  mortality.  Vigilance  regarding  the  water  and 
milk  supplies  had  done  much  to  lessen  the  mortality,  and 
much  satisfaction  was  expressed  at  the  general  condemnation 
of  the  long  tube  nursing-bottle.  He  recommended  that  the 
committee  be  continued  so  that  fuller  information  might  be 
produced  and  a  conclusive  report  presented.  A  resolution 
was  passed  accordingly. 

A  Compound  Beverage — The  Frankfurter  Zritvmg,  in  an 
article  on  Kiautschau,  the  new  German  colony  in  China,  gives 
the  following  description  of  a  remarkable  picnic: — "  Sitting 
under  the  poplars,  one  can  imagine  oneself  in  the  courtyard 
of  an  old  German  feudal  castle.  The  hamper  is  opened,  and 
the  cold  mountain  stream  flowing  before  the  temple  serves 
as  an  ice-cellar.  Once  more  the  male  population  of  the 
village  puts  in  an  appearance,  standing  round  the  table  in 
amazement  at  all  the  unheard-of  things  happening.  The 
greatest  success  attends  the  uncorking  of  the  Apollinaris 
bottles.  The  bottle  is  pointed  at  the  onlookers,  and  the  cork 
having  been  loosened  it  flies  into  their  faces  with  a  loud 
report.  At  first  they  are  greatly  alarmed,  then  they  enjoy 
the  joke  hugely,  and  at  last  they  all  squat  on  the  ground  in  a 
circle  and  send  a  deputy  to  the  table  of  the  foreigners, 
bearing  a  teacup.  In  the  teacup  an  exquisite  brew  is 
prepared  consisting  of  the  drainings  from  all  the  beer- 
bottles,  to  which  is  added  a  little  claret  and  a  liberal  proportion 
of  Apollinaris  and  some  sausage-skins.  The  teacup  circulates 
amoEgst  the  Chinese,  and  each  sip  it  with  reverential  awe. 
Some  of  them  make  fearful  grimaces,  but  not  one  has  the 
courage  of  his  opinion,  and  it  is  evident  that,  on  the  whole, 
the  drink  is  voted  a  good  one,  although,  perhaps,  its  flavour 
is  somewhat  rare." 
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pharmaceutical  Society  or 
<5rcat  Britain. 

Examinations  in  London. 

WE  have  received  from  the  Registrar  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Great  Britain  the  following  list  of  candidates 
who  were  granted  certificates  at  the  October  meeting  of  the 
London  Eoa^d  of  Examiners  : — 

Eighteen  canoidates  presented  themselves  for 

The  Majob  Examination, 

and  of  these  nine  failed  ana  the  following  nine  passed  : — 

Battle,  Ernest  Wm,  Chatterton  I     Peck,  John  Wicliffe 
Douglas,  James  Forrest  Keid  Smaller.  Robert 

Dyson,  Joshua  Smith,  Gilbert 

Epps,  James  "Washington  |     Smith,  Harold  James 

Stabler,  Edgar 


Two  hundred  and  sixty-six  candidates  were  examined, 
200  failed,  and  the  following  68  passed: — 

The  Mixoe  Examination. 


Bancroft,  Albert  John  Thomas 
Barker,  Thomas  Henry 
Benny,  Wallace  Frederick 
Bingham,  William  Arthur 
Birkett,  Geo.  Noel  Matthew 
Bishop.  John  Henry 
Clay,  Wm  Joseph  Ogle 
Cowley,  Harry  James 
Crofts,  Lionel  Gordon 
Davis,  Richard  Llewellyn 
Dunn,  Percy 
Dunstan,  Sydney 
Durbin,  Herbert  Samuel 
Edgar,  William  Ernest 
Falconer,  Campbell 
Fawn,  Frank 
Ford,  William 
Francis,  James  Bowen 
Giles,  Frederick 
Greening,  Ernest  Harcourt 
Hall,  Walter  Hutchinson 
Hardcastle,  Edward 
Hart,  Walter  Richard 
Hawkins,  Henry  George 
Hogley,  Percy 
Hyde,  Charles 
Jenkin,  Charles 
Jones,  David 
Keall,  John 

Lamplugh,  Robert  Wright 
Levin,  Joseph  Elkin 
Lownsbrough,  Robert  E. 
McKinnell,  Donald  Forrest 


Magan.  Frances 
May,  Ernest  Douglas 
Miller,  Edwin  Frederick 
Millidge.  Philip  Henry 
Morgan,  Richard  James 
Morgan,  Thomas  Alcwyn 
Morris,  William  David* 
Nursaw,  Edward 
Owen,  William  Llovd 
Pashley,  E.  F.  Cuthbert 
Pattison,  George 
Perkins,  Francis  George 
Pik-her,  Franklin 
Redman,  Stanley  Charles 
Rees,  Arthur  Howell 
Ridyard,  Clement  William 
Rix,  Henry  Grey- 
Robertson,  Wilfred  George 
Robson,  Harold 
Simpson,  Robert  Thornburn 
Sletcher,  Henry  George 
Sloman,  Frank 
Smith,  Eliza  Mary 
Steele,  Grave  Irvine 
Strachan,  John 
Walsh,  Ernest  William 
Wamslev.  William  Buntino 
Watt,  Robert  John 
White,  Charles  Edwin 
Willcox,  Harriet 
Williams,  William  John 
Wilman,  Gertrude 
Wilson,  Thomas  Herbert 


Edinburgh. 

At  the  October  examinations  concluded  last  week  at 
Edinburgh  the  following  two  Major  candidates  were  ex- 
amined, and  both  passed: — Bertram  Cock hurn,  Hawick,  and 
Gilbert  Simpson,  Galashiels.  For  the  Minor  examination 
106  candidates  were  examined,  of  whom  the  following  42 
passed : — 


Adamson.  W.  P.,  Edinburgh 
Askew,  Thomas,  Whitley 
Barclay.  John,  Edinburgh 
Bate,  Alexander,  Edinburgh 
Bland,  William  R  ,  Manchester 
Chalmers,  Andrew,  Edinburgh 
Coutts,  John,  Glasgow 
Davison,  Henry  S.,  Newcastle 
Draper,  Fredk.  L..  Blackburn 
Duncan,  Wm.  B.,  Portobello 
Dunsire,  Robert,  Edinburgh 
Easton,  Robert  A.,  Edinburgh 
Ferrier,  James  P.,  Dundee 
Gemmell,  David,  Ardrossan 
Grant,  Peter,  Edinburgh 
Hamilton.  George  A.,  Glasgow 
Holding,  John  T.,  Manchester 
Jackson,  A.  Logan,  Edinburgh 
Keir,  Robert,  Edinburgh 
Kirkpatrick,  A.  C,  Edinburgh 
Laidlaw,  James,  Edinburgh 


MacDonald,  A.,  Elinburgh 
McHardy,  William,  Glasgow 
Park,  David  Scott.  Edinburgh 
Raywood,  V.  R..  Edinburgh 
Riley,  Alfred,  Bradford 
Sanderson,  John,  Glasgow 
Smalley,  John  Robert,  Preston 
Smart,  William,  Glasgow 
Stalker,  John  F.  Y.,  Glasgow 
Steven,  Edward,  Edinburgh 
Taylor,  Alex.  X.,  Edinburgh 
Urwin,  Albert,  Edinburgh 
Vernon,  G.  H,  Warrington 
Walker,  Thomas,  Edinburgh 
Whaley,  Edwin  A.,  Edinburgh 
Wherly,  Charles,  Edinburgh 
Whittaker,  Frank,  Glasgow 
WiDgfield,  Thomas  A.,  Bolton 
Wither,  Wm.  M.,  Edinburgh 
Woodhead,  Herbert,  Glasgow 
Wyllie,  Alex.  D.,  Edinburgh 


The  following 
October  11  :— 


"First"  Examination. 

are    the    questions   given    on  Tuesday,. 


LATIN. 

(Time  allowed— from  11  a.m.  to  12.30  p.m.) 
I.  For  all  Candidates.    Translate  into  Latin  :— 

1.  The  slaves  will  be  seen  by  their  master. 

2.  Will  you  give  the  book  to  me  or  to  my  brother  ? 

3.  He  said  he  would  come  after  six  months. 

4.  He  shuts  the  gate  that  no  one  may  escape. 

5.  The  soldiers,  being  conquered,  sought  for  peace. 

II.  Translate  into  English  either  A  (Caesar)  or  B  (Virgil). 
(Candidates  must  not  attempt  both  authors.) 

A.  — Caesar. 

1.  Caesar,  primum  suo,  deinde  omnium  ex  conspectu  remotis- 
equis,  ut  aequato  omnium  periculo  spem  fugae  tolleret,  cohor- 
tatus  suos,  proelium  commisit.  Milites,  e  loco  superiore  pilis 
missis,  facile  hostium  phalangem  perfrcgerunt.  Ea  disjecta, 
gladiis  destrictis,  in  eos  impetum  fecerunt.  Gallis  magno  ad 
pugnam  erat  impedimento,  quod,  pluribus  eorum  scutis  uno  ictu 
pilorum  transfixis  et  colligatis,  quum  ferrum  se  infiexisset, 
neque  evellere,  neque,  sinistra  impedita,  satis  commode  pugnare 
poterant ;  multi  ut,  diu  jactato  brachio,  praeoptarent  scutum- 
manu  emittere,  et  nudo  corpore  pugnare. 

2.  Ita  proelium  restitutum  est,  atque  omnes  hostes  terga 
verterunt,  neque  prius  fugere  destiterunt,  quam  ad  flumen 
Rhenum  milia  passuum  ex  eo  loco  circiter  quinquaginta  per- 
venerunt.  Ibi  perpauci  aut  viribus  confisi,  tranare  eontenderunt  ; 
aut  lintribus  inventis  sibi  salutem  repererunt. 

Grammatical  Questions. 
(For  those  only  who  take  Caesar.) 

1.  Decline,  in  the  singular,  loco  superiore;  and,  in  the  pluraL. 
nudo  corpiore.    (Passage  1.) 

2.  Give  the  third  person  singular  of  the  indicative  perfect  and 
of  the  subjunctive  present,  and  the  infinitive  future,  of  all  the- 
verbs  in  Passage  2. 

3.  Name  three  prepositions  which  govern  the  ablative,  andi 
write  sentences  in  illustration. 

4.  Parse  fully: — "Ea  disjecta, gladiis  destrictis,  in  eos  impeture. 
fecerunt."    (Passage  1.) 

B.  — Vibgil. 

1,  Haec  ait:  et  Maia  genitum  demittit  ab  alto; 

Ut  terrae,  utque  novae  pateant  Carthaginis  arces 
Hospitio  Teucris ;  ne  fati  nescia  Dido 
Finibus  arceret.    Volat  ille  per  aera  magnum 
Remigio  alarum  ;  ac  Libyae  citus  astitit  oris. 
Et  jam  jussa  facit ;  ponuntque  ferocia  Poeni 
Corda,  volente  Deo.    In  primis  regina  quietum 
Accipit  in  Teucros  animum  mentemque  benignam, 

2.  Namque,  sub  ingenti  lustrat  dum  singula  templo, 
Reginam  opperiens,  dum,  quae  fortuna  sit  urbi, 
Artificumque  manus  inter  se,  operumque  laborem, 
Miratur,  videt  Iliacas  ex  online  pugnas, 
Bellaque  jam  fama  totum  vulgata  per  orbem, 
Atridas.  Priamumque,  et  saevum  ambobus  Aehillem. 
Constitit ;  et,  lacrimans,  Quis  jam  locus,  inquit,  Achate^ 
Quae  regio  in  terris  nostri  non  plena  laboris  ? 

En  Priamus  !    Sunt  hie  etiam  sua  praemia  laudi ; 
Sunt  laerimae  rerum  ;  et  mentem  mortaiia  tangunt. 
Solve  metus ;  feret  haec  aliquam  tibi  fama  salutem. 

Grammatical  Questions. 
(For  those  only  who  take  Virgil.) 

1.  Decline,  in  the  singular,  novae  arces  ;  and,  in  the  plura) 
mentem  benignam.    (Passage  1.) 

2.  Give  the  third  person  singular  of  the  indicative  perfect  and 
of  the  subjunctive  present,  and  the  infinitive  future,  of  alllthe 
verbs  in  Passage  2. 

3.  Name  three  prepositions  which  govern  the  ablative,  and 
write  sentences  in  illustration. 

4.  Parse  fully: — "Solve  metus:  feret  haec  aliquam  tibi  fama. 
salutem."    (Passage  2.) 

ARITHMETIC. 
(Time  allowed— from  12.30  p.m.  to  2  pjt) 
[The  working  of  these  questions,  as  well  as  the  answers,  must  be 
written  out  in  full.) 

1.  Divide  1,431  sq.  yd.  2  sq.  ft.  72  sq.  in.  by  72  (Factors). 

2.  If  25  men  can  do  a  piece  of  work  in  13A  days  of  10  hours 
each,  in  how  many  days  of  9  hours  each  will  30 "men  do  four  time* 
as  much  ? 
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3.  A  man  devised  T\  of  his  estate  to  one  of  his  sods,  and  h  of 
the  remainder  to  another,  and  the  rest  to  his  widow.  The  differ- 
ence between  the  sons'  legacies  was  784?.  How  much  did  the 
widow  receive  ? 

4.  Express  &  of  9/.  6s.  Whd.  +  -354  of  32/.  Is.  8d.  as  the  decimal 
of  11.  10s. 

5.  By  selling  7  yards  of  linen  for  5s.  I  gain  5  per  cent.  What 
shall  I  gain  per  cent,  by  selling  the  same  linen  at  9  yards  for  7s.  ? 

6.  By  investing  10,3257.  in  the  23  per  cents.  I  secure  an  income 
of  350/.  a  year.    At  what  price  do  I  purchase  this  stock  ?  •   

The  following  question  must  be  attempted  by  every  can- 
didate : — ■ 

7.  If  a  loom  produces  T475  metres  of  cloth  in  an  hour,  find  ap- 
proximately how  many  yards  of  the  same  cloth  it  would  produce 
in  5  weeks,  working  10  hours  a  day,  and  6  days  a  week. 

ENGLISH. 
(Time  allowed— from  3  p.m.  to  4.30  p.m.) 
L  Analyse  :— "  Aristides,  saying  that  the  plan  of  Themistoeles 
was  useful,  but  not  honourable,  advised  the  Athenians  not  to 
adopt  it." 

2.  Parse  fully  :— "  I'll  speak  to  it,  though  hell  itself  should 
gape." 

3.  What  consonants  are  redundant  in  the  English  alphabet,  and 
in  what  respects  is  our  alphabet  deficient  in  consonants  ? 

4.  In  the  following  passage  supply  the  necessary  capital  letters, 
and  put  in  the  stops  and  the  inverted  commas  where  necessary  : — 
i  knocked  at  the  door  which  was  opened  by  a  tall  dark  woman 
she  was  evidently  a  peasant  woman  but  there  was  something 
striking  about  her  appearance  it  might  have  been  but  the  troubled 
hunted  look  in  the  great  dark  eyes  can  you  tell  me  the  way  to  the 
castle  i  asked  i  walked  out  into  the  forest  this  morning  and  have 
lost  myself  take  that  path  you  see  there  she  replied  and  it  will 
bring  you  out  on  the  high  road 

The  following  question  must  be  attempted  by  every  candi- 
date : — 

5.  Write  a  short  composition  on  one  of  the  following  sub- 
jects : — 

(i.)  Recent  legislation  affecting  Vaccination, 
(ii.)  The  Battle  of  Omdurman. 

(iii.)  Naval  Warfare  in  the  time  of  Nelson  and  now. 
(iv.)  "  There's  no  place  like  home." 


personalities. 


Me.  Feederick  Mason,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  been 
selected  for  the  Mayoralty  of  Rotherham  for  next  year. 

Me.  Llewelyn  Thomas,  chemist,  Woodfield  Street, 
Morriston,  is  a  candidate  for  the  Swansea  County  Council 
at  the  November  elections. 

Aldeeman  W.  P.  Williams,  chemist,  Carnarvon,  having 
decided  to  retire,  after  forty-six  years'  service  in  the  Town 
Council,  will  be  presented  with  a  public  testimonial  by  his 
fellow-townsmen. 

An  appreciation  of  the  late  Mr.  Edward  Rider  Cook 
appears  in  the  current  issue  of  the  Journal  of  the  Society  of 
Chemical  Industry.  Rarely  does  one  read  an  obituary  notice 
so  truly  conveying  to  the  reader  the  character  of  a  man. 

Me.  Stanley  Smith,  the  head  of  the  firm  of  Bertie 
Smith  &  Co.,  drug  and  chemical  agents  and  importers, 
Bombay,  has  arrived  in  London,  and  is  open  to  discuss 
Indian  business  with  British  manufacturers.  Letters  for 
him  may  be  addressed  to  the  office  of  this  journal,  42  Cannon 
Street,  E.C. 

Feedeeick  Rogerson,  aged  17,  son  of  Mr.  W.  J.  Roger- 
son,  of  Messrs.  Hearon,  Squire  &  Francis,  who,  last  July, 
passed  his  Preliminary  Scientific  at  London  University  in 
the  first  division,  bas  obtained  half  the  second  junior  scholar- 
ship in  science  at  Guy's  Hospital,  having  tied  with  another 
student. 

A  pew  Sheffield  chemists  met  on  October  5  to  elect  a 
new  local  secretary  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  in  place 
of  Mr.  W.  Ward,  F.C.S.,  who,  having  filled  the  office  for 
twenty-one  years,  was  anxious  to  retire.  A  vote  of  thanks 
to  Mr.  Ward  for  his  long  services,  proposed  by  Mr.  Squire  and 
seconded  by  Mr.  Preston,  was  passed,  and  afterwards  Mr. 
George  Squire  was  chosen  to  succeed  hiai. 

Db.  W.  Beeby,  who  has  been  elected  Speaker  of  the  Cape 
Parliament,  is  a  brother  of  Mr.  A.  W.  Berry,  chemist  and  | 


druggist,  Holburn  Street,  Aberdeen.  Mr.  A.  W.  Berry  joined 
his  brother  in  Queenstown  in  1875,  and  had  for  six  years 
charge  of  his  surgery  there,  and  both  were  engaged  on  the 
Volunteer  Medical  Staff  attached  to  the  expedition  sent  to 
quell  the  rising  among  the  Fingoes  in  1878.  The  hardships 
endured  in  that  and  subsequent  "  little  wars  "  so  injured  Mr. 
Berry's  health  that  he  had  to  return  to  this  country. 

Me.  John  Bowers,  chemist,  Mill  Lane,  Sutton,  Maccles- 
field, is  the  Mayor-elect  for  the  borough  of  Macclesfield. 
Mr.  Bowers  is  Conservative  Councillor  for  No.  5  ward, 
although  for  many  years  he  sat  as  Liberal  Councillor  for  the 
same  ward.  He  has  been  in  business  at  his  present  address 
over  thirty  years.  His  eldest  son  was  elected  Medical  Officer, 
of  Health  for  the  borough,  but  after  some  years  failing 
health  compelled  him  to  resign  the  office,  and  he  is  now  in 
practice  in  the  south  of  England.  Another  son  is  a  B.Sc. 
of  Victoria  University,  Manchester. 

Our  irrepressible  friend  Mr.  T.  G.  Forshaw,  of  Bradford, 
whose  appointments  to  the  Courts  of  Greece  and  Spain  we 
have  previously  reported,  now  sends  us  a  copy  of  his  recent 
nomination  as  Chevalier  de  l'Ordre  du  Devoir  "  as  a  slight 
recognition  of  his  eminent  services  in  the  cause  of  chemical 
science  and  literature."  The  appointment  is  signed  by 
"  Chevalier  Lumley,"  and  is  dated  "  Saturday  le  Oct  8th  1898 
(sic),  Imperial  Institute,  London."  Mr.  Forshaw  is  authorised 
by  Chevalier  Lumley  to  wear  a  cross  of  white  enamel  and 
gold  depending  from  the  left  coat-lappel,  or  a  rosette  with 
morning  dress.    How  is  he  to  be  addressed  now  ? 

Mr.  Gwilym  Evans,  once  a  member  of  the  Council  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  and  latterly  the  Radical  candi- 
date for  the  Carmarthen  and  Llanelly  boroughs,  has  decided 
to  resign  his  candidature.  Mr.  Evans  made  an  announcement 
to  this  effect  to  the  executive  of  the  Llanelly  and  Carmar- 
then Liberal  Associations  last  week.  Like  many  other  men, 
he  said,  he  had  cherished  the  grand  ambition  of  entering 
Parliament,  but  he  was  not  prepared  to  submit  to  the  various 
demands  made  upon  him.  Men  had  called  at  his  house 
practically  demanding  work,  and  if  he  was  unable  to  find 
some  employment  for  them  he  was  told  the  election  would 
some  day  come  round  and  then  they  would  remember  him. 
Others  came  asking  for  subscriptions  for  every  imaginable 
thing,  and  persons  in  temporary  difficulties  in  a  small  as 
well  as  a  large  way  sought  assistance  from  the  little  he  had 
been  fortunate  enough  to  make  for  himself.  He  was  not 
going  to  be  such  a  fool  as  to  comply.  In  some  quarters  these 
exactions  were  intolerable.  Then,  again,  an  article  attacking 
him  had  recently  appeared  in  a  Llanelly  Liberal  paper,  and 
he  was  surprised  that  the  Llanelly  Liberal  Association  had 
not  taken  action  in  the  matter  and  brought  the  newspaper 
to  book.  He  was  now  free  and  unfettered,  and  anyone  who 
again  made  similar  statements  against  him  would  be  sorry 
he  was  ever  born. 


£raoe*fII>arR5  Hppliefc  for. 


Anyone  who  objects  to  the  registration  of  a  trade-mark  musi 
address  the  Comptroller-General,  Patent  Office,  Chancery 
Lane,  W.C.,  within  a  month  of  the  date  of  publication. 


(From  the  "  Trade  Marks  Journal,"  October  5,  1898.) 

Device  and  the  word  "Acitrass"  (the  essential  particulars) ;  for 
chemical  substances  prepared  for  use  in  medicine  and  phar- 
macy. By  the  Acitrass  Manufacturing  Company,  Hull, 
chemical-manufacturers.  215,654. 

"Volvo";  for  a  remedy  for  headache  and  toothache.  By  T.  W, 
Coslett,  Birmingham,  chemist.  216,442. 

"Mzerpa";  for  a  medicine  for  human  use.  By  Barry  Noble, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne,  chemist.  216,469. 

"Kalurose";  for  crystals  for  use  in  making  aerated  beverages. 
By  V.  Bailey,  Wolverhampton,  manufacturing  chemist. 
215,589. 

"  Kalamite  "  ;  for  a  beer-preservative.  By  W.  Bailey  &  Son, 
Wolverhampton,  manufacturing  chemists.  216,892. 

"  Copla  " ;  for  mineral  and  aerated  waters  (natural  and  artificial). 
By  G.  W.  J.  Allen,  Birmingham.  216,128. 

"Ladybird"  ;  for  perfumery  and  toilet-articles.  By  T.  Hedley  & 
Co.  (Limited),  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  soap  -  manufacturers 
216,775. 
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pharmaceutical  Society  of  3rclano. 


rpHE  monthly  meeting  of  the  Council,  being  the  first  after 
JL  the  recent  elections,  was  held  on  October  5,  at  67  Lower 
Mount  Street,  Dublin,  at  3  p  m.  There  were  present  Messrs. 
R.  J.  Downes  (in  the  chair),  Beggs,  Bernard,  Biittain, 
-Connor  (Newry).  Kelly,  Michie,  O'Sullivan  (VVaterford), 
Porter,  Simpson,  Professor  Tichborne,  Dr.  Walsh,  and  W.  F, 
Wells,  jun. 

The  Chairman  welcomed  the  new  members  of  Council, 
Messrs.  Brittain  and  Michie,  who  returned  thanks. 

The  Belfast  Actions. 

Mr.  Wells,  at  the  request  of  the  Chairman,  briefly  re- 
ported the  recent  prosecutions  in  Belfast  [details  of  which 
have  already  been  published  in  the  C.  $>  D.].  At  the 
last  hearing,  Mr.  Wells  said,  they  had  the  services  of  a  new 
solicitor,  Mr.  Donnelly,  and  of  a  splendid  counsel,  Mr. 
McGrath,  both  of  whom  did  their  work  well.  In  the  case 
against  the  Ulster  Chemists  (Limited),  the  Society's  in- 
spector swore  that  when  he  went  into  the  shop  there  was  no 
one  in  it  but  a  young  man,  and  that  he  left  a  prescription 
•with  him,  went  away,  and  came  back  in  three-quarters  of 
an  hour  and  got  the  prescription.  The  young  man  said  he 
was  the  manager,  and  that  he  could  personally  fill  the  pre- 


word  in  order  to  ensure  that  this  niDtion  should  be  carried 
unanimously.  It  would  be  admitted  that  the  work  of  the 
Society  had  been  well  done  during  the  past  year,  and  thry 
were  also  aware  that  there  had  been  a  tremendous  amount 
of  unusual  work  during  that  period.  Mr.  Downes  had  done 
his  work  in  a  manner  that  they  were  all  proud  of.  He  had 
done  what  he  could  to  further  their  interests  in  every  way  ; 
and  if  they  should  not  get  what  they  were  looking  for,  it 
would  not  be  through  any  want  of  energy  or  effort  on  his 
part. 

Mr.  Beggs  said  he  had  great  pleasure  in  seconding  this 
nominat  ion.  The  President's  work  had  been  so  ably  done  that 
nothing  had  been  left  for  the  Vice-President  to  do. 

No  other  gentleman  being  proposed,  Mr.  Wells's  motion 
was  carried  unanimously. 

The  President  said  he  deemed  it  a  great  honour  to  have 
been  permitted  to  fill  the  office,  and  a  still  higher  one  to  be 
re-elected  to  it.  He  could  hardly  admit  that  the  praise 
which  had  been  given  to  him  during  the  last  three  days  was 
deserved.  He  had,  however,  done  his  best,  and  he  would 
continue  to  do  so  whilst  he  filled  the  chair. 

The  President  then  moved  that  Mr.  Beggs  be  re-elected 
Vice-President.  Mr.  Beggs  had  modestly  told  them  that  he 
had  been  left  nothing  to  do  during  the  past  year ;  but  that 
was  not  quite  so.  He  (Mr.  Do  »nes)  was  the  first  President 
of  the  Society  who  had  said  that  the  Vice-President  should 
work,  and  he  accordingly  allocated  to  Mr.  Beggs  a  share  of 


Mr.  Brittain. 


Mr.  Michie. 

THE   NEW  MEMBERS   OF   THE  COUNCIL. 


Mr.  Tate. 


scription.  No  witnesses  were  put  up  on  the  other  side,  and 
a  penalty  of  bl.  was  imposed.  It  was  understood  that  a 
contention  was  to  have  been  raised  for  the  defence  that  the 
prescription  was  sent  to  another  establishment  to  be  com- 
pounded. In  the  case  against  Mr.  Hogg,  a  registered 
■chemist  and  druggist,  for  unlawfully  keeping  open  shop, 
young  Mr.  Hogg  gave  his  evidence  very  fairly,  saying  that 
the  shop  belonged  to  his  father  who  paid  the  rent  and  re- 
ceived half  the  profits.  The  Bench  convicted  with  reluct- 
ance, and  imposed  a  fine  of  51  He  thought  the  thanks  of 
the  Council  were  due  to  Mr.  Montgomery,  who  took  an 
"immense  amount  of  trouble  in  connection  with  those  pro- 
secutions. 

The  Chairman  :  I  think  we  should  pass  a  vote  of  thanks 
aot  only  to  Mr.  Montgomery,  but  also  to  Mr.  Wells,  who  left 
his  business  and  went  to  Belfast  at  considerable  incon- 
venience. Mr.  Montgomery  deserves  our  thanks  for  the 
able  way  in  which  he  looks  after  our  interests  in  Belfast. 
We  know  that  his  duty  in  that  respect  is  not  an  enviable 
one,  and  we  are  exceedingly  indebted  to  him  for  exerting 
himself  as  he  does  in  the  matter.  I  move  that  our  thanks 
be  given  to  both  Mr.  Montgomery  and  Mr.  Wells. 

Mr.  Beggs  seconded  the  motion,  which  was  unanimously 
assented  to. 

Election  op  Officers. 

Mr.  Wells  said  he  would  take  upon  himself  the  privilege 
of  proposing  that  Mr.  Downes  should  be  re-elected  Presi- 
dent.    He  was   sure   it    was  not   necessary  to  say  a 


the  committees  to  take  charge  of,  and  he  undertook  tha 
work,  and  did  it  satisfactorily.  He  had  also  assisted  the 
Society  in  other  ways. 

Mr.  Porter  seconded  this  motion.  He  had  worked  on  a 
great  many  occasions  with  Mr.  Beggs,  and  could  testify  to 
his  anxiety  for  the  welfare  of  the  Society. 

The  motion  was  passed  unanimously,  and  acknowledged 

The  Vice-President,  who  moved  that  Mr.  George  H. 
Grindley  be  re-elected  Honorary  Treasurer. 

Mr.  Connor  seconded,  and  Professor  Tichboene  sup- 
ported the  motion,  which  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Vice-President,  seconded  by  Mr. 
O'Sullivan,  Mr.  Robert  Simpson  and  Dr.  Walsh  were  re 
appointed  Hon.  Auditors. 

Dr.  Walsh,  in  returning  thanks,  said  he  had  had  very 
little  trouble,  in  consequence  of  the  excellent  way  in  which 
the  Registrar,  Mr.  Ferrall,  had  everything  ready  for  the 
auditors. 

Committees. 

The  committees  were  then  constituted  as  follows  : — The 
Law  Committee  of  last  year  was  re-elected,  with  the  addi- 
tion of  Messrs.  Tate  and  Brittain. 

The  Committee  to  Inspect  Candidates'  Certificates  was  re- 
elected. 

House  and  General  Purposes  Committee  :  Messrs.  Bernard, 
Grindley,  Porter,  Ryan,  Professor  Tichborne,  Connor,  and 
Michie. 
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School  Committee :  Messrs.  Porter,  Professor  Tichborne, 
Turkington,  Dr.  Walsh,  Michie,  and  Connor. 

Declarations  Committee :  Messrs.  Grindley,  Wells,  Mont- 
gomery, Turkington,  and  T.  O'Sullivan. 

A  B.P.  Expense. 

A  letter  from  Dr.  Ninian  Falkiner,  asking  for  certain  drugs, 
chemicals,  and  apparatus  in  connection  with  the  new  Phar- 
macopujia,  for  the  use  of  the  school,  was  referred  to  the 
School  Committee,  with  a  request  that  they  would  confer 
with  Dr.  Falkiner  on  the  subject  and  afterwards  report  to 
the  Council. 

One  of  the  Good  Old  Chemists. 

A  letter  was  read  from  Mr.  K  Watson,  associate  druggist, 
intimating  that  it  was  not  his  intention  to  renew  his  sub- 
scription to  the  Society. 

Mr.  Wells:  I  am  sorry  for  this.  Mr.  Watson  is  one  of 
the  good  old  chemists  and  druggists,  who  has  always  taken 
an  interest  in  the  Society,  and  we  should  ask  him  to  recon- 
sider his  decision.    I  move  that  that  be  done. 

Mr.  Simpson  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Wells  :  I  asked  him  at  one  time  to  allow  me  to 
nominate  him  for  a  seat  on  the  Council,  and  he  said  he 
would  if  we  could  not  get  any  other  druggist,  but  that  he 
would  lather  not. 

The  motion  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

Gold  and  Silver  Medals. 

A  report  of  the  School  Committee  related  to  the  above 
subject.  At  the  Licence  examination  the  best  answering  for 
the  year  was  that  of  Mr.  Archibald  Clarke  Ross,  whose  total 
marks  amounted  to  239  out  of  a  possible  300,  his  separate 
marks  on  each  of  the  three  divisional  subjects  being  re- 
spectively 90,  77,  and  72.  This  was  one  mark  short  of  the 
standard  for  gold  medal,  and  the  committee  awarded  him 
the  silver  medal.  They  at  the  same  time  recommended  that 
a  second  silver  medal  should  be  awarded  to  the  next  best 
answerer,  Mr.  Matthew  Campbell,  whose  total  marks 
amounted  to  237,  his  separate  marks  being  80,  91,  and  66 
respectively. 

After  a  short  discussion,  in  the  course  of  which  stress  was 
laid  on  the  fact  that  Mr.  Ross's  total  was  only  a  single  mirk 
short  of  the  gold-medal  standard, 

It  was  resolved,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  O'Sullivan, 
seconded  by  Mr.  Bernard  — 

That  Mr.  Ross  be  presented  with  a  gold  medal  and  Mr. 
Campbell  with  a  silver  medal,  the  gold  medal  to  be  engraved, 
"  For  highest  answering,"  and  the  silver  one,  "  For  high  answer- 
ing." 

A  Poison- vendors'  Directory. 
Mr.  Bernard  moved— 

That  a  complete  index  oE  the  various  towns  and  cities  in 
Ireland,  and  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  pharmaceutical 
chemists,  licentiates  of  the  Apothecaries'  Hall,  chemists  and 
druggists,  and  registered  druggists,  who  keep  open  shop  tor  the 
sale  of  poisons  therein,  be  prepared  and  kept  written  up  to  date 
for  reference 

The  Council  were  supposed  to  superintend  the  sale  of  poisons 
and  the  compounding  of  prescriptions,  and  no  establish- 
ment should  be  open  without  its  knowledge.  If  the  Council 
agreed  to  the  principle  of  this  proposal,  he  desired  that  it 
should  be  referred  to  a  committee  to  work  out  details. 

Mr.  0  Sullivan  seconded  the  motion,  which,  after  a  short 
discussion,  was  agreed  to. 

New  Members. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Treasurer,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Wells,  the  following  gentlemen  were  elected  members  of  the 
(Society :— Messrs.  James  B.  Bolger,  Maryborough ;  John 
Copethorne,  Skibbereen  ;  John  C.  C.  Payne,  Belfast ;  Hamilton 
Rutherfotd,  Ballybay  ;  and  William  J.  Savage,  Newry. 
,  i.  On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Wells,  seconded  by  Mr.  Kelly, 
Messrs.  D.  Bennett,  of  Cork,  and  J.  Allen,  of  Lisburn,  were 
nominated  for  membership. 

The  Council  then  adjourned. 


There  is  a  "  Druggists'  Cocked-hat  League"  in  St.  Louis, 
Mo.    They  play  bowls. 


flDarriaoea. 

Bredt  —  Broicher.  —  On  October  8,  at  the  German 
Church,  Denmark  Hill,  by  the  Rev.  A.  Wysard,  Wilhelm 
Bredt,  second  son  of  Titus  Bredt,  of  Cologne,  to  Hilde^ard 
Broicher,  second  daughter  of  Frederick  Broicher,  of  136 
Tulse  Hill,  S.E  ,  and  33  Lime  Street,  E.C. 

Cherry — Coles. — On  October  8  at  Milcombe.  Oxford- 
shire, by  the  Rev.  J.  Mountain,  M.A.,  Frederick  Cherry, 
pharmaceutical  chemist,  to  Emma  E.  Coles,  eldest  daughter 
of  Mr.  J.  Coles,  of  Milcombe. 

Evans  —  Myers.  —  At  St.  Michael's  Parish  Church. 
Llanrwst,  on  October  6,  D.  J.  Evans,  chemist,  to  C.  A 
Myers,  of  Bryndyffryn. 

Middles — MacGregor. — At  St.  George's  Parish  Church, 
Aberdeen,  on  October  10,  by  the  Rev.  J.  Smith,  B.D.,  Robert 
James  Middler,  chemist,  Dundee,  to  Alice,  daughter  of  Mr. 
M.  MacGregor,  Aberdeen. 


2>eatbs. 

CADMAN. — On  October  5,  Mr.  D.  C.  Cddman,  pharmaceu- 
tical chemist,  Blackheath,  S  E.    Aged  59. 

Christey.— On  October  12,  af,  43  Tressilian  Road, 
Brockley,  S.E.,  Mr.  Charles  Christey,  sple  partner  of  the  firm 
of  Messrs.  G.  N.  Souratty  &  Co.,  Fenchurch  Street,  E.C. 
Aged  68.  Mr.  Christey  entered  the  Mincing  Lane  trade  as 
a  lad  of  15,  and  became  particularly  well  up  in  Eastern  pro- 
duce, which  knowledge  brought  him  into  association  with 
,  Messrs.  Hale  &  Son,  with  whom  for  some  years  before  1889 
he  was  a  partner.  At  that  time  he  joined  Mr.  G.  N.  Souratty, 
whose  untimely  death  we  recorded  four  months  ago.  Mr. 
Christey  had  been  in  indifferent  health,  but  attended  the 
gum-sales  last  Friday.  He  then  had  a  slight  cough,  and 
stayed  at  home  for  a  few  days  in  the  hope  of  throwing  it  off. 
On  Monday  he  was  able  to  sit  up  in  bed  to  sign  business- 
documents,  and  appeared  to  be  getting  on  well  until  Wednes- 
day, when  grave  symptoms  set  in,  and  he  died  at  half-past 
nine  that  evening.  Mr.  Christey  leaves  a  widow  and  family,  one 
son,  Mr.  H.  Christey,  now  being  on  Messrs.  Hale  &  Son's  staff. 

Harsant. — At  Donald,  Victoria,  Mr.  Theophilus  Harsant' 
chemist  and  druggist.  Aged  70.  Mr.  Harsant,  who  was  a 
native  of  Beaconsfield  (Bucks),  served  his  apprenticeship  in 
England,  but  in  1852  the  great  gold-discoveries  drew  him  to 
Australia.  He  forsook  the  counter  for  a  time  and  tried  the 
gold-diggings,  but  without  success.  He  returned  to  phar- 
macy, and  settled  ultimately  at  Donald  in  1876,  where  he 
built  up  a  prosperous  business,  which  he  carried  on  for 
twenty- three  jears.  Mr.  Harsant  was  a  magistrate  and 
deputy-coroner  for  over  thirty  years.  He  was  also  a 
guardian,  a  member  of  the  Avoca  Shire  Council,  and  a 
leading  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Smith. — At  Benhall,  on  October  7,  Mr.  John  Smith, 
chemist  and  druggist,  late  of  Saxmundham.  The  body  of 
deceased  was  found  in  a  mutilated  condition  on  the  railway- 
line  near  Benhall,  directly  after  a  train  had  passed.  His 
walking-stick  was  found  upright  against  a  post,  and  a  letter 
was  found  on  the  body. 

White. — Mr.  Andrew  Judson  White  (the  originator  of 
Mother  Seigel's  syrup),  whose  death  we  reported  October  1, 
had  been  ill  at  the  Hotel  Cecil  for  the  past  four  months, 
suffering  from  the  effects  of  paralysis.  Mr.  White  was  well 
known  in  business- circles  in  New  York,  where  he  was 
largely  interested  in  various  enterprises.  For  many  years  he 
had  been  identified  with  the  drug-business  and  with  the 
manufacture  and  sale  of  proprietary  medicines.  His  speci- 
alities in  the  States  were  the  Shaker-remedies,  and  he  was 
the  proprietor  of  Paskola.  He  was  president  and  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Yost  Writing-machine  Company  and  a 
director  and  a  large  stockholder  in  the  Union  Typewriter 
Company,  into  which  several  large  typewriter  companies 
were  merged  several  jears  ago.  Mr.  White  endowed  a  dor- 
mitory at  Yale  University  in  1894,  and  the  building  bears 
his  name.  He  was  a  graduate  of  Yale  and  a  member  of  the 
Yale  Alumni  and  the  Hardware  Club.  He  leaves  a  widow 
and  one  son.  His  body  will  be  taken  to  New  York  for 
interment 
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The  Medicine  =  stamp  Act. 

At  the  Barry  Police  Court,  on  October  7,  a  vendor  of  medi- 
cines named  Eaynes  was  summoned  by  the  Inland  Revenue 
authorities  for  selling  a  patent  medicine  without  having  the 
necessary  stamps  affixed.  Mr.  Daley,  the  local  officer,  seeing 
a  paper  in  the  defendant's  window  recommending  a  medicine 
for  purifying  and  cleansing  the  blood,  and  for  the  cure  of 
nervousness,  rheumatism,  pain  in  the  back,  biliousness,  and 
other  complaints,  at  prices  ranging  from  Is.  6d.  to  5s.  a 
bottle,  sent  a  boy  into  the  shop  for  a  Is.  6d.  bottle.  This 
was  now  produced,  and  found  to  be  without  the  Inland 
Eevenue  stamp.  Defendant  at  first  denied  that  he  had 
served  the  lad,  stating  that  he  was  in  Cardiff  gaol  at  the 
time  ;  but  he  afterwards  expressed  his  sorrow  for  his  action. 
The  Bench  imposed  a  fine  of  11.  and  costs,  in  default  fourteen 
days'  imprisonment  with  hard  labour. 


The  Apothecaries  Act. 

On  October  7,  before  Judge  Addison,  at  Greenwich, 
Patricia  Hobbs,  niece  of  Mr.  Justice  Chitty,  certificated 
midwife,  Queen  Charlotte's  Hospital,  was  sued  by  the 
Medical  Defence  Union,  with  the  authority  of  the  Apothe- 
caries' Company,  for  having  acted  as  an  apothecary. 

Mr.  Turner,  for  the  plaintiffs,  proved  that  the  defendant 
was  neither  a  chemist  nor  an  apothecary,  and  that  she  sold 
and  compounded  medicine  for  patients. 

Mr.  Schultess  Young,  for  the  defendant,  argued  that  any- 
one could  act  as  a  chemist  except  in  regard  to  selling 
poisons,  and  might  as  a  midwife  treat  disease,  and  that 
selling  particular  medicines  for  diseases  was  not  an  offence 
within  the  Apothecaries  Act. 

The  jury  found  for  the  defendant,  and  the  Judge  refused 
leave  to  appeal. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

Gregory's  Powder. 

Messrs.  Boots  (Limited)  were  charged  at  the  Shire  Hall, 
Nottingham,  on  October  10,  with  selling  a  drug — namely, 
Gregory's  powder — which  was  not  prepared  in  accord- 
ance with  the  prescription  given  in  the  British  Pharma- 
copceia. 

Inspector  Crabtree  spoke  to  going  to  Messrs.  Boots'  shop 
at  Hucknall  Torkard,  and  asking  to  be  supplied  with  2  oz. 
of  Gregory's  powder,  loose.  There  was  not  quite  2  oz.  left 
in  the  bottle.  While  the  boy  was  supplying  the  powder  the 
manager  came  in.  When  told  that  the  powder  was  pur- 
chased for  the  purpose  of  analysis,  the  manager  said  it  was 
part  of  some  old  stock  left  by  the  chemist  who  formerly 
owned  the  shop,  and  he  asked  witness  if  he  would  take 
some  of  their  own  mixture.  Witness  declined  to  do  this. 
The  Public  Analyst's  certificate  showed  that  the  powder  was 
composed  as  follows :— Carbonate  of  magnesia,  66  parts; 
rhubarb  and  ginger,  34  parts.  The  British  Pharmacopoeia 
gave  the  following  prescription : — Powdered  rhubatb-root, 
2  parts  ;  ginger,  1  part ;  light  magnesia,  6  parts. 

Dr.  Bottrill,  who  defended,  argued  that  this  certificate 
was  not  inconsistent  with  the  contention  that  they  were 
selling  a  pure  article,  though  it  was  poor  by  reason  of 
its  age. 

Expert  evidence  was  called  with  a  view  to  proving  that 
the  drug  deteriorated  by  age  and  exposure.  Mr.  Thomas 
Featherstone  Harvey,  pharmaceutical  and  analytical  chemist, 
said  he  had  found  that  a  quantity  of  Gregory's  powder 
exposed  to  the  air  for  three  days  absorbed  about  14  per 
cent,  of  carbonic- acid  gas  and  water. 

The  manager  stated  that  when  the  bottle  containing  the 
powder  first  came  under  his  notice  it  had  no  stopper.  He 
supplied  it  with  one. 

The  Bench  imposed  a  fine  of  one  guinea;  and  they  acted 
in  a  similar  manner  with  George  Coombs,  of  Hucknall,  who 
was  found  to  have  been  guilty  of  a  like  offence. 


County  Court  Cases. 

Pushing  Headaciie-powdbrs. 

At  Holmforth  County  Court,  on  October  6,  Upton  Savage, 
manufacturer  of  headache-powders,  Armley,  Leeds,  sued 
James  Mettrick  and  Thos.  Moorhouse,  local  tradesmen,  for 
Is.  10\d.  each,  value  of  goods  supplied.  The  defence  in  both 
cases  was  that  the  plaintiff  called  at  the  defendants'  shops 
with  samples  of  "  Pansy  "  headache-powders.  They  refused 
to  purchase  them,  but  plaintiff  persisted  in  leaving  three 
dozen.  It  was  for  these  that  he  now  claimed.  Judge 
Cadman,  in  giving  judgment  for  the  defendants,  with  costs, 
warned  them  never  to  take  anything  which  they  did  not 
want  from  commercial  travellers  of  the  plaintiff's  stamp,  and 
particularly  not  to  sign  their  names  for  goods  which  were 
left  probably  on  a  rainy  day  because  the  traveller  did  not 
want  the  trouble  of  carrying  them  about,  and  which  were  to 
be  called  for  later  on,  because  the  traveller  might  put  them 
into  court  and  produce  the  document  containing  their 
signatures  as  proof  that  they  willingly  accepted  the  articles 
left  with  them,  and  when  the  true  facts  came  to  light  it 
often  transpired  that  they  had  signed  their  names  on  an 
order-  form. 

The  Druggist  and  his  Errand-boy. 

At  the  Coventry  County  Court,  on  October  5,  Mr.  Ernest 
Bailey,  druggist,  Coventry,  sued  Frank  Tomkins,  lately  in  his 
employ  as  an  errand-boy,  for  4s.,  a  week's  wages.  Mr.  Masser 
appeared  for  the  plaintiff,  and  Mr.  Maddocks  for  the 
defendant.  The  evidence  showed  that  plaintiff  sent  the  lad 
on  an  errand,  and  on  his  return  accused  him  of  bringing 
back  Is.  short  change.  This  the  lad  denied,  and  left  plain- 
tiff's employment.  Plaintiff's  action  in  court  was  such  that 
the  Judge  ordered  him  to  leave,  and  judgment  was  entered 
for  the  defendant.  The  latter  brought  a  cross-action  for  8s., 
wages  due  in  lieu  of  notice.  He  alleged  that  he  left  Mr. 
Bailey's  service  in  consequence  of  being  ordered  off  his 
premises  with  threats.    The  claim  was  allowed. 


The  Month's  Notice. 

At  the  Croydon  County  Court,  on  October  11,  Mr.  C.  H.  Gane, 
chemist's  assistant,  summoned  Mr.  J.  W.  Black,  trading  as 
Winton's  Drug  Company,  of  South  Norwood  and  elsewhere,  his 
late  employer,  for  10Z.,  the  amount  of  a  month's  salary,  in  lieu 
of  a  month's  notice. 

Mr.  Colam,  who  appeared  for  the  plaintiff,  described  the 
defendant  as  a  most  eccentric  man,  and  said  his  client  was 
employed  at  the  South  Norwood  branch  of  Winton's  Stores 
as  manager,  at  a  salary  of  21.  10s  weekly,  and  had  been  so 
employed  for  eighteen  months.  Early  in  July  he  happened 
to  displease  Mr.  Black  in  some  way,  and  was  called  upon  to 
send  in  his  resignation,  which  he  immediately  did,  but  Mr. 
Black  asked  him  to  stay.  He  did  stay  until  the  end  of  July, 
when  Mr.  Black  again  told  him  to  go,  and  again  requested 
him  to  stay  on.  On  August  11  defendant  told  him  he  must 
clear  out  at  once,  and  plaintiff  on  this  occasion  said  he  would 
go,  but  would  sue  the  defendant  for  the  month's  salary 
instead  of  notice. 

In  cross-examination,  plaintiff  said  he  was  paid  by  salary 
and  not  by  commission.  He  did  not  think  Mr.  Black  had 
any  just  cause  for  dismissing  him. 

Mr.  Black,  in  the  ,'course  of  his  evidence,  contradicted 
almost  every  statement  the  plaintiff  had  made.  Gane  was 
not  paid  a  settled  salary,  but  received  a  commission  on  the 
sales,  that  commission  never  to  be  less  than  21.  2s.  When  he 
called  on  plaintiff  to  resign  he  did  not  ask  him  to  stay ;  on  the 
contrary,  Gane  came  and  asked  to  be  reinstated.  He  con- 
sented, and,  as  Gane  had  had  no  holiday  for  eighteen 
months,  he  paid  him  5/.  and  sent  him  away  for  fourteen 
days,  but  told  him  that  on  his  return  he  would  have  to  do 
better  or  go.  He  did  not.  improve,  and  on  one  occasion, 
when  told  to  put  some  bottles  away,  not  only  neglected  to 
carry  out  his  instructions,  but  made  some  uncalled-for 
remarks  when  remonstrated  with,  although  he  afterwards 
came  upstairs  and  apologised. 

Cross  examined,  Mr.  Black  said  it  was  not  usual  to  give  an 
outdoor  assistant  a  month's  notice  when  the  assistant  was 
paid  by  commission  weekly.  It  might  be  for  an  indoor 
assistant.    He  did  not  consider  The  Chemists'  and  Drug- 
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gists'  Diary  an  authority  on  such  matters.  He  got  rid  of 
Gane  for  incapability  to  manage  the  business  properly.  He 
had  advertised  for  another  assistant  while  plaintiff  was 
away  on  his  holidays,  but  Gane  had  advertised  for  a  berth 
about  the  same  time. 

A  witness  was  called  on  behalf  of  the  plaintiff,  and  said 
he  had  had  a  long  experience,  both  as  an  outdoor  and 
indoor  assistant,  and  was  at  present  in  business  on  his  own 
account.  One  month's  notice  on  either  side  was  considered 
the  correct  thing.  He  spoke  of  both  chemists  and  drug- 
stores. 

An  employe  of  Mr.  Black  was  then  called,  and  said  he 
was  entitled  to  a  week's  notice,  and  so  were  the  rest  of  Mr. 
Black's  assistants.    This  they  all  understood. 

The  Judge  said  he  wa9  satisfied  that  a  month's  notice 
was  the  usual  notice  given  to  outdoor  assistants,  and  he 
thought  it  was  only  a  reasonable  period,  especially  as  the 
salarv  was  not  too  generous.  He  should  find  for  the  plaintiff 
for  10/.  and  costs. 


A  Druggist  and  his  Traveller. 
At  the  Preston  County  Court  on  Tuesday,  before  Judge 
Coventry,  Frederick  William  Fell,  commercial  traveller, 
claimed  from  John  Lightfoot,  drysalter  and  druggist,  of 
Accrington,  the  sum  of  4/.  10.?.,  as  three  weeks'  wages, 
alleged  to  be  due  in  lieu  of  notice.  Plaintiff  was  employed 
by  defendant,  and,  according  to  his  story,  the  business  was 
then  extended  by  undertaking  the  drug-trade.  When  he  was 
engaged  it  was  specifically  stated  there  would  be  a  month's 
notice  on  either  side.  His  wages  were  30s.  per  week  and 
commission,  the  latter  being  paid  monthly.  Mr.  Lightfoot 
denied  that  the  question  of  notice  had  ever  been  mentioned 
when  Fell  was  engaged.  It  was  untrue  that  he  extended  his 
trade  when  Fell  joined  him,  as  he  had  been  in  the  drug- 
trade  some  time  before.  He  had  discharged  no  fewer  than 
seven  travellers  all  at  a  week's  notice,  and  he  denied  that  it 
was  the  custom  of  the  trade  to  give  a  month's  notice. 
Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Bramwell,  who  appeared  for  plain- 
tiff, defendant  said  he  had  had  numerous  complaints  from 
customers  upon  whom  plaintiff  had  waited,  and  to  whom 
goods  which  had  not  been  ordered  had  been  supplied.  His 
Honour  said,  supposing  that  the  question  of  notice  had  not 
been  mentioned  when  the  engagement  was  entered  into,  the 
point  arose,  "  What  was  a  reasonable  length  of  notice  to  give 
a  commercial  traveller  whose  rounds  may  occupy  him  for  a 
month  or  five  weeks  at  a  time  ?  "  He  thought  a  month  was 
a  reasonable  notice,  and  gave  a  verdict  for  plaintiff. 

Suing  for  a  Paid  Account. 

At  the  Croydon  County  Court,  on  Tuesday,  before  Mr.  Registrar 
Fox,  C.  H.  Ochmig  Weidlich,  of  Zeitz,  sought  to  recover  from  the 
Croydon  Co-operative  and  Patent-medicine  Stores  (Limited), 
who  trade  at  77  High  Street,  Croydon,  the  sum  of  4/.  Is.  9d. 
for  sundries  supplied.  At  the  outset  the  defendants'  manager 
said  he  settled  the  account  in  June  last,  and  he  produced  his 
cheque,  which  had  passed  through  the  plaintiff's  bank  in 
Germany.  He  had  had  no  account  with  the  plaintiff  either 
before  or  since.  Mr.  Hood,  who  appeared  for  the  plaintiff, 
intimated  that  he  could  carry  the  case  no  further  ;  his  client 
was  not  present.  His  Honour  at  first  gave  judgment  for  the 
defendants,  with  costs,  but  afterwards  ordered  a  nonsuit  to  be 
entered. 

Bankruptcies  anfc  failures. 

Jte  Arthur  Day,  residing  at  56  Pool  Road,  Leicester, 
Embrocation-manufacturer. 
The  Official  Receiver  has  issued  particulars  of  this 
'failure,  from  which  it  appears  that  the  debtor  has  filed  a 
statement  showing  liabilities  259/.  17s.  3d.,  and  assets  con- 
sisting of  11/.  deposited  with  his  solicitor  to  pay  the  costs 
of  the  petition.  He  attributes  his  failure  to  an  em- 
brocation-business he  carried  on  for  two  years,  and  on 
which  he  lost  over  110/.  He  also  lost  50/.  on  a  plastering- 
contract.  The  report  of  the  Official  Receiver  states  that  the 
receiving  order  was  made  on  the  debtor's  own  petition.  He 
had  carried  on  business  as  a  plasterer  in  Leicester  for 
upwards  of  ten  years,  but  never  seems  to  have  had  any 


capital.  In  1896  he  commenced  to  make  an  embrocation, 
which  he  sold  to  druggists.  This  involved  him  in  expense, 
from  which  he  has  never  been  able  to  recover.  In  Sep- 
tember, 1896,  he  was  joined  by  a  partner  in  this  business, 
but  the  partnership  did  not  last  twelve  months.  Upon  the 
partnership  being  dissolved,  debtor  agreed  to  pay  the  debts 
of  the  firm.  He  has  not  done  so,  however.  AI>out  four 
years  ago  the  debtor  took  out  an  administration  order,  when 
he  owed  44/.  An  order  was  made  on  him  to  pay  5s.  in  the 
pound  by  instalments  of  5s.  per  month.  That  composition 
was  nearly  paid,  but  not  quite.  There  are  no  assets.  The 
furniture  is  stated  to  have  been  bought  and  paid  for  by  the 
debtor's  wife  out  of  her  separate  earnings.  No  books  have 
been  kept.  There  will  be  no  offer  of  composition,  and  the 
debtor  has  accordingly  been  adjudicated  bankrupt. 


He  Albert  Charles  Riding,  High  Street,  Docking, 
Norfolk,  Chemist. 

Accounts  have  been  filed  in  this  ca3e  showing  gross 
liabilities  2,368/.  8j.  3/1.,  made  up  as  follows : — To  unsecured 
creditors,  705/.  14s.  3d. ;  to  fully-secured  creditors,  1,365/. 
(estimated  value  of  securities,  1,365/.) ;  to  partly-secured 
creditors,  290/,  less  estimated  value  of  security,  56/., 
which  leaves  234/.  to  rank ;  to  preference  creditors,  71.  14s., 
deducted  per  contra  being  payable  in  full ;  total  unsecured 
liabilities,  939/.  14s.  3d. ;  and  assets,  consisting  of  cash  in 
hand,  7s.  5d.  ;  stock-in-trade  (cost  200/.),  64/.  10s.  4<2. ; 
machinery,  5/. ;  trade  fixtures,  fittings,  &c,  15/. ;  growing 
crops  and  tenant  right,  10/  ;  furniture,  14/.  ;  other  property, 
50/.;  book-debts,  good,  4s.  lOd. ;  total,  159/.  2s.  Id.,  less 
11.  4s.  for  preference  creditors,  leaving  net  assets,  151/.  8s.  Id., 
and  showing  a  deficiency  of  783/.  5s.  3d.  The  following  are 
creditors : — 

£   s.  </. 

Allison,  Johnson  &  Co.,  Hull    14    0  0 

Andrews,  G.  S.,  Wells-next-Sea   10    0  0 

Building    Material    Company,  King's 

Lynn    27    0  3 

Caley,  A.  J.,  &  Son,  Norwich    27  14  3 

Curtis,  Gardner  &  Co.,  London   80    0  0 

Eastern  Daily  Press,  Proprietors  of, 

Norwich   22  14  8 

Headley  &  Roberts,  London    17  11  8 

Howard,  T.,  Docking    30    8  7 

Lane,  W.  A.,  Fring    13    0  0 

Morris,  Hy.,  Docking    10    8  6 

Oliver,  W.,  Docking    20    0  0 

Price,  Sons  &  Co.,  Bristol    10  19  2 

Riding,  G.  E.  E   80    0  0 

Riding,  Mrs.,  Docking    40    0  0 

Smith,  A.  A.,  Docking   14    8  3 

Smith  &  Sons,  Norwich   13    4  5 

Sutton  &  Co.,  London    ...       ...        ...       17  13  3 

Thompson,  Pattrick  &  Co.,  King's  Lynn  20  3  9 
Watts  &  Rowe,  King's  Lynn     ...     "  ...       10    8  9 


Fully-secured  Creditors. 

Cooper,  W.'R.,  Norwich   435 

Sutherland,  Elizabeth,  Brancaster      ...  9o0 

Partly-secured  Creditor.  ' 

Bankers,  King's  Lynn    290 

(Estimated  value  of  security,  56/.) 


0  0 


Re  Francis  Tucker,  late  of  110  Falcon  Road,  Batfcsrsea, 
Chemist. 

A  Receiving  Order  was  made  in  this  case  last  month 
upon  the  petition  of  Mr.  R.  T.  Leyson,  solicitor,  Sketty,  near 
Swansea,  and  on  Thursday  the  first  meeting  of  creditors  was 
held  at  the  London  Bankruptcy  Court  before  Mr.  Pope, 
Official  Receiver.  Messrs.  Metcalfe  &  Sharpe  attended  on 
behalf  of  the  petitioning  creditors,  and  stated  that  they 
were  informed  that  the  debtor  was  now  in  a  situation,  but 
they  had  not  been  furnished  with  his  present  address.  It 
was  possible  that  some  assets  might  be  discovered,  and  with 
that  view  they  suggested  that  Mr.  Leyson  should  be 
appointed  trustee. 

The  Chairman  said  the  debtor  had  not  surrendered  under 
the  proceedings,  nor  had  any  accounts  been  filed.  Under 
those  circumstances  he  would  adjourn  the  meeting  for 
three  weeks. 
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Re  Robert  Martin  Houldsworth,  7  Fenchurch 
Avenue,  E.C. 

The  first  meeting  of  creditors  under  this  failure  was  held 
at  the  London  Bankruptcy  Court  on  Thursday,  before  Mr. 
Howell,  Assistant  Receiver.  The  debtor  was  formerly  a 
manufacturing  chemist,  at  Heckmondreike,  but  in  1889  he 
came  to  London  with  an  invention  for  taking  tannic  acid 
from  tea,  with  a  view  to  working  it  commercially.  This  was 
followed  by  an  artificial-silk  patent,  and  then  came  a  water- 
proofing patent.  The  debtor  had  promoted  syndicates  and 
companies  for  working  these  inventions.  His  liabilities 
amounted  to  19,435/.,  and  his  assets  to  3,909/.,  but  his 
representative  asked  for  an  adjournment  with  a  view  to 
offering  a  composition,  as  he  said  the  debtor  might  be  able 
to  offn-  a  composition,  as  he  would  receive  a  considerable 
sum  from  the  waterproofing  company.  The  meetiDg  was 
adjourned  accordingly. 


<5a3ctte» 


PARTNERSHIP  DISSOLVED. 
Kingdon,  W.  C,  and  Jones,  E.  H.,  under  the  style  of  Kingdon  & 
Jones  and  Kingdon   &   Co.,  Liverpool,  paint,  colour,  and  varnish 
manufacturers. 

THE  BANKRUPTCY  ACTS,  1883  AND  1890. 
Adjudications 
Coombs,  William  Thomas,  Cardiff,  chemist  and  druggist. 
Davidson,  John  (carrying  on  business  under  the  name  of  the  Laygate 
Cycle-works),  South  Shields,  cycle  manufacturer  and  repairer,  herbalist, 
and  drug-store  dealer. 
Hoy,  John,  Leeds,  chemist  and  druggist. 

Slatter,  Oliver  Thomas,  Green  Lanes,  Oanonbury,  N.,  late  Sheerness- 
ou-Sea,  and  Croydon,  general  medical  practitioner. 

Adjudication  Annulled. 

Day,  William  Henry  Silvesar-,  Si.  Helens,  veterinary  surgeon. 


IRcw  Companies  &  Company  IRcws. 


Goold's  (Limited)  — Capital  5,000/., in  1/.  shares.  Objects : 
To  enter  into  an  agreement  with  Matthew  H.  Goold,  and  to  sell 
cycle-oils,  metal,  boot,  furniture,  and  grate-polish,  soap.  &c. 

Northern  Oxide  Company  (Limited).— Registered  in 
Edinburgh  with  a  capital  of  1.200/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Objects  : 
To  manufacture  and  deal  in  oxide  of  iron,  colours,  and  other 
products.  The  subscribers  are  to  appoint  the  first  directors. 
Qualification,  50  shares. 

Billau  &  Co.  (Limited).— Capital  2,500/.,  in  1Z.  shares. 
Objects  :  To  acquire  the  business  carried  on  by  Charles  A. 
Billau  and  Adolf  Gutensohn  at  the  Crown  Works,  Park 
Street,  Limehouse,  London,  and  to  manufacture  and  deal  in 
acetate  of  copper  and  oxide  of  lead. 

Non-Poisonous  "  Strike-  anywhere"  Match  Syndicate 
(Limited). — Capital  6,000/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Objects:  To 
acquire  certain  undescribed  patents  relating  to  matches,  and 
to  manufacture,  sell,  and  deal  in  matches,  fats,  oils,  chem- 
icals, &c.    Registered  without  articles  of  association. 

King  Alfred  Night-light  Co.  (Limited). —  Capital 
3  000/ ,  in  11.  shares.  Objects  :  To  acquire  and  carry  on  the 
business  of  "The  King  Alfred  Night  Light  Company,"  of  100a 
Clopton  Street,  Hulme,  and  20  Booth  Street,  both  in  Man- 
chester.   Registered  office,  20  Booth  Street,  Manchester. 

Jonas  (Limited).— Capital  2,000/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Objects  : 
To  carry  on  the  business  of  photographers,  artists,  dealers 
in  photographic  apparatus,  chemicals,  colours,  &c.  Registered 
without  articles  of  association.  Registered  office,  County 
Chambers,  Westgate  Chambers,  Westgate  Road,  Newcastle- 
on-Tyne. 

A.  J.  Caley  &  Son  (Limited).  —  Capital  120,000/.,  in 
6,000  5/.-per-cent.  cumulative  preference,  4.400  "  A  "  ordinary, 
and  1,400  "  B  ''  ordinary  shares  of  10/.    Objects  r  To  acquire 


|  the  business  of  A.  J.  Caley  &  Son,  of  Norwich,  and  to  manu- 
I  facture  and  deal  in  mineral  and  aerated  waters  and  other 
j  beverages,  chocolate,  cocoa,  confectionery,  kc. 

New  Paccha  and  Jazpampa  Nitrate  Company 
(Limited).— Capital  72,000/,  in  1/.  shares.  Objects:  To- 
'  acquire  the  business  of  the  Paccha  and  Jazpampa  Nitrate 
Company  (Limited),  and  to  manufacture,  import,  export,  sell, 
and  deal  in  nitrates,  iodine,  &c.  The  first  directors  are 
George  A.  Lockett,  Gamble  North,  and  Edward  Manby. 

E.  C.  Wabnes  &  Co.  (Limited).— Capital  10,000/,  in 
10/.  shares.  Objects  :  To  refine  and  deal  in  oil,  seed,  turpen- 
tine, resin,  lard,  fat,  tallow,  tea,  spirits,  &c.  The  first 
directors  are  Walter  Fairclough,  Edwin  Dodd,  Thomas  II. 
Sissons,  David  W.  Sissons  and  Edward  C.  Warnes  (managing 
director).  Registered  office,  The  Avenue,  High  Street, 
Kingston-upon-Hull. 

C.  H.  Parsons  &  Co.  (Limited).  —  Capital  10,500/. 
in  11.  shares  (500  founders').  Objects :  To  acquire  the 
business  carried  on  by  Collison  H.  and  Llewellyn  H.  Parsons, 
at  Leicester,  as  "  C.  H.  Parsons  &  Co.,"  and  to  manufacture, 
sell,  and  deal  in  soap,  chemicals,  drugs,  drj'salteries,  dye- 
wares,  oils,  paints,  varnish,  colours,  perfumery,  glycerin, 
candles,  tallow,  grease,  fats,  glue,  &c.  The  first  directors  are 
the  said  two  vendors. 

French  Royd  Oils  Company  (Limited).  —  Capital 
25,000/.,  in  2s.  Qd.  shares.  Objects  :  To  acquire  the  right  to 
manufacture  and  sell  within  France  and  her  European  pos- 
sessions Royd  oil  for  cycle-ache,  for  rheumatism,  for  neuralgia, 
and  for  paralysis,  to  enter  into  an  agreement  with  the  Royd 
Oil  Proprietary,  and  to  carry  on  business  as  chemists,  drug- 
gists, and  drysalters.  The  first  subscribers  are : — Lemuel  J. 
Pierce,  artist ;  Thomas  W.  Millar,  solicitor  ;  Ernest  A.  Baynes, 
agent ;  William  McLauchlan,  electrician  ;  Henry  Kinsey.  book- 
keeper; Richard  Hay  ward,  warehouseman;  and  John  Robin- 
son, bookkeeper,  all  of  Manchester. 


Schweppes  (Limited). — The  directors  have  resolved  to 
pay  an  interim  dividend  of  2h  per  cent,  on  the  ordinary 
shares. 

Boots  (Limited). — At  a  sale  of  shares  at  Lincoln  on 
Friday,  twenty-five  6-per-cent.  1/.  cumulative  preference  shares, 
fully  paid,  in  Boots  (Limited)  were  offered,  but  were  with- 
drawn at  1/.  8s. 

A.  &  F.  Pears  (Limited). — The  directors  recommend  a 
dividend  at  the  rate  of  12  per  cent,  on  the  ordinary  shares  for 
the  half-year  ended  June  30,  making  10  per  cent,  for  the 
year,  and  5  per  cent,  on  the  deferred  ordinary  shares  for  the 
year  ended  June  30.    The  sum  of  5,000/.  is  added  to  reseive. 

Daniel  Judson  &  Son  (Limited). — The  boaid  intitnate- 
that  for  the  first  time  in  five  years  there  has  been  a  loss  on 
the  twelve  months'  trading.    Steps  are  now  being  taken  to 
reduce  the  expenses  very  considerably,  and  every  effort  is 
being  made  to  place  the  business  again  on  a  paying  basis. 


TOU0  of  Deceaseo  Cbcmtete. 


Blatchley. — The  will  of  Mr.  Thos.  Blatchley,  chemist, 
Yeadon,  Yorkshire,  who  died  on  April  2,  1897,  has  been 
proved  by  Mr.  Thos.  Blatchley,  son  and  executor  of  the 
testator,  whose  personalty  was  sworn  at  548/.  3s. 

Hup.d. — The  will  of  Mr.  William  Hurd,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Market  Place,  Uttoxeter,  who  died  on  November  12, 
1897,  has  been  proved  by  Miss  Elizabeth  E.  Lakin,  the 
executrix  of  the  testator,  whose  personalty  was  sworn  at 
325/.  4s.  2d. 

Hcbst. — The  late  Mr.  James  Hurst,  cnc^:t  and  drugget, 
7  Greenacres  Road,  Oldham,  bavirg  died  intestate,  letters  of 
administration  to  his  estate  have  been  gianted  to  his  widow. 
Mrs.  S.  A.  Hurst.  The  deceased's  personalty  was  sworn  at 
1,272/.  9s.  5d. 

Sherwin.— The  will  and  codicil  of  the  late  Mr.  W.  B. 
Sherwin,  chemist  and  druggist,  Curzon  Street,  Derby,  have 
been  proved  by  his  son,  Mr.  Samuel  Sherwin  (who  carries  on 
the  business),  and  Mr.  Seth  Smith.  The  value  of  the- 
testator's  estate  is  sworn  at  4,753/.  9s.  2d. 
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Cbemtets'  assistants'  Union. 


THE  first  annual  general  meeting  of  this  Union  was  held 
at  the  Horseshoe  Hotel,  Tottenham  Court  Road,  on 
October  6,  the  Chairman  of  the  Provisional  Council  (Mr.  E. 
Whineray)  presiding.  There  were  about  two  dozen  persons 
present,  including  Dr.  Henry  Dutch,  of  Berkeley  Square, 
and  Mr.  W.  S.  Glyn-Jones.  In  opening  the  proceedings  the 
Chairman  congratulated  the  gentlemen  present  who  bad 
passed  the  recent  Minor  examination  and  sympathised  with 
those  who  had  not.  He  then  referred  to  the  regrettable 
absence  of  Mr.  Pickering  through  illness,  and  later  in  the 
evening  a  resolution  was  passed  by  the  meeting  "  offeiing 
sympathy  to  Mr.  Pickering,  and  trusting  he  would  soon  be 
restored  to  health."  Continuing,  the  Chairman  said  he  bad 
received  letters  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Great  Britain  and  from  the  President  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland,  to  whom  the  Secretary 
had  written,  asking  them  to  be  patrons.  Mr.  Bremridge 
replied  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  could  not  be  of  any 
material  assistance  to  the  Union  at  present,  but  asked  to  be 
kept  informed  from  time  to  time  of  the  progress  of  the 
Union.  Mr.  Downes's  reply  was  to  the  same  effect.  "  Both 
are  waiting  to  see  what  we  will  do,"  remarked  Mr.  Whineray, 
"and,"  he  added  significantly,  "  we  will  show  them." 
Inquiries  from  the  provinces  were  coming  in,  and  local 
secretaries  had  been  appointed  in  Birmingham  and  other 
centres.  As  a  proof  that  the  Union  was  being  appreciated,  a 
letter  had  been  received  by  the  Secretary  asking  him  to 
recommend  a  good  qualified  man,  who  would  receive  an 
indoor  salary  ot  101.  a  year. 

Dr.  Dutch,  on  being  called  upon  by  the  Chairman,  said  a 
few  years  ago  he  believed  that  the  profession  of  a  doctor  was 
the  most  arduous  and  undesirable  to  be  found  anywhere, 
but  during  the  last  year  or  two  he  had  been  brought  in  closer 
communion  with  chemists  and  chemists'  assistants,  and  he 
was  surprised  to  find  that  they  were  even  worse  off  than  the 
doctors.  He  found  qualified  assistants  working  from  morning 
till  night,  and  receiving  the  emoluments  of  a  domestic  servant. 
He  thought  amelioration  might  be  brought  about  in  the 
same  way  as  doctors  had  amended  their  position  within  the 
last  few  years — viz.,  by  constituting  a  Medical  Defence  Union 
to  put  down  unqualified  practice.  He  suggested  that  this 
Union  take  a  leaf  out  of  the  doctors'  book  and  discountenance 
unqualified  and  incompetent  assistants.  When  he  saw  "  phar- 
maceutical chemist"  or  "  chemist  by  examination  "  he  knew 
things  were  all  right,  but  he  fought  shy  of  the  "  consulting 
chemist,"  "  operative  chemist,"  and  the  "drug-store."  Pie 
would  further  urge  upon  chemists  to  support  the  doctors  in 
their  neighbourhood,  and  chiefly  those  doctors  who  confined 
themselves  to  prescribing  from  the  B.P.  In  conclusion  he 
strongly  advocated  mutual  co-operation  between  chemist  and 
doctor,  and  a  greater  unanimity  amongst  chemists  and 
chemists'  assistants  themselves. 

The  doctor  was  loudly  applauded,  and  the  CHAIRMAN 
called  upon 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones,  who  said  he  was  generally  looked  upon 
as  a  crank  in  the  matter  of  organisation — a  reputation  of 
which  he  was  rathei  proud,  though  perhaps  the  latter 
admission  might  show  he  had  this  particular  kind  of  lunacy 
in  a  very  bad  form.  He  was  interested  in  this  Union  from 
the  first,  and  was  anxious  to  find  out  what  it  intended  to  do. 
He  learned  from  their  Secretary  (Mr.  Pickering!  that, 

i    although  the  Union  had  not  yet  any  very  definite  aim,  it 

j  was  generally  conceded  that  a  Chemists'  Assistants'  Union 
was  a  felt  need.  That  he  knew  from  personal  experience, 
for  during  the  past  three  years  he  had  received  numerous 

1  letters  from  local  secretaries  asking  him  to  start  an 
assistants'  branch  of  the  P.A.T.A.  He  had  to  reply,  of 
course,  that  his  Association  could  not  take  up  that  work, 
!    but,  personally,  his  sympathies  were  entirely  with  the  object 

I  of  the  assistants  in  their  desire  to  organise.  It  was  essential, 
however,  to  have  a  definite  aim  in  view,  and  to  work  with 
the  object  of  supplying  a  material  need.  The  trade  wants 
improving,  and  he  would  suggest  that  they  go  to  the  root 
of  the  evil  and  endeavour  to  make  every  assistant  competent 
;  by  insisting  that  no  one  be  admitted  a  member  of  their 
Union  unless  he  had  previously  served  a  proper  apprentice- 
I  ship  under  a  qualified  chemist,  and  had  passed  his  Pre- 


liminary examination.  In  like  manner  a  history  might  be 
kept  of  every  member,  and  his  competence  and  ability 
assured.  The  Union,  if  properly  organised,  might  be  able, 
as  Dr.  Dutch  suggested,  to  keep  a  sharp  look-out  on 
branches  run  by  unqualified  men,  and  bring  these  men  to 
justice.  Further,  it  might  be  helpful  in  influencing  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  for  good.  At  least  half  of  the 
qualified  chemists  of  the  country  are  assistants,  and  they  can 
now  acquire  a  vote  for  the  Pharmaceutical  Council.  He 
believed  the  Society  could  and  ought  to  use  its  influence  in 
seeiDg  that  the  men  they  provide  the  public  with  should  be 
able  to  earn  a  decent  living  as  long  as  they  continue  respect- 
able members  of  society,  and  that  at  least  they  ought  to  use 
all  the  influence  they  possess  to  ensure  for  them  the 

Fairest  Conditions  op  Labour. 

He  considered  it  absolutely  necessary,  for  the  stability  of 
the  Union,  that  the  masters  should  take  an  active  part  in  it, 
for  the  assistant  of  to-day  is  the  master  of  to-morrow,  so 
if  the  Union  is  to  succeed,  they  must  not  try  to  fight  the 
masters.  The  interests  of  the  masters  are  identical  with 
those  of  the  assistant,  therefore  it  was  reasonable  to  expect 
mutual  co-operation.  But  the  Union  must  offer  the  masters 
some  advantages  if  they  were  to  engage  members  of  thi; 
Union  as  assistants.  One  of  their  rules  said  that  "no 
member  is  recommended  to  sell  his  services  to  a  limited 
company."  Could  they  not  go  a  step  farther  and  make  it  a 
rule  that  no  member  will  be  allowed  to  sell  his  services  thus  ? 
Perhaps  that  was  a  tall  order,  but  it  was  by  such  decisive 
steps  as  these,  and  by  showing  their  interest  for  the  future- 
welfare  of  the  trade,  that  the  success  of  the  Union  will  be 
ensured  ;  and  if  masters  could  be  induced  to  take  as 
assistants  only  members  of  the  C.A  U.  its  prosperity  would 
be  assured.    Supposing,  again,  the  C.A.U.  could  be  made 

A  Kind  of  Friendly  Society. 

A  youth  might  be  required  on  entering  the  trade  to  pay  a 
certain  subscription  at  stated  intervals,  which  would  entitle 
him  to  sick-pay,  or,  when  he  went  into  business,  certain 
moneys  which  had  accrued  should  be  refunded  to  him,  and 
all  of  which  advantages  he  would  forfeit  if  he  ceased  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Union.  Such  results  were  possible  provided  the 
Union  were  run  on  definite  businesslike  lines.  But  he  advised, 
the  members  not  to  pledge  themselves  to  any  definite  scheme 
at  the  moment,  but  to  prepare  a  circular  setting  forth  their 
grievances  and  their  aims,  and  send  it  to  all  the  local 
Chemists'  and  Chemists'  Assistants'  Associations,  get  their 
views  and  opinions,  and  ascertain  how  much  support  they 
were  likely  to  receive.  Then  they  might  endeavour  to  con- 
duct the  Union  upon  such  lines  as  would  make  it  respected 
and  would  make  a  certificate  of  membership  a  complete 
answer  to  any  inquiry. 

Mr.  Lloyd  congratulated  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  on  his  able 
address,  and  repudiated  once  more  the  mistaken  feeling 
which  had  gone  abroad  concerning  the  antagenism  of  the. 
Union  to  the  masters.  There  was  no  such  antagonism.  He. 
criticised  company-trading  and  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
The  Society  did  not  perform  its  duties  as  it  should.  They 
looked  to  the  Society  to  give  them  bread,  "'but,"  ;  died  the 
speaker,  picturesquely,  "  we  get  stones  instead — chucked  at 
us."  Moreover,  the  Society  had  the  elimination  of  company  - 
trading  in  its  own  hands.  When  it  was  proposed  to  add  the 
companies  clause  to  the  Pharmacy  Bill,  there  was  a  great 
outcry  about  the  sacred  rights  of  vested  interests.  What 
about  the  sacred  rights  of  the  sons  of  toil  1 

Mr.  Wright  thought  Mr.  Glyn- Jones's  policy  deserved  the 
careful  deliberation  of  the  Council. 

It  was  then  unanimously  decided  that  the  present  Council 
remain  in  office  till  the  end  of  the  year,  and  it  was  further 
unanimously  carried,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Glyn-Jones, 
that  the  following  resolution  be  sent  to  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society : — 

That  the  attention  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great 
Britain  be  respectfully  drawn  to  the  practice  of  the  dispensing  of 
poisons  by  unqualified  persons  in  doctors'  surgeries,  and  that  they 
be  urged  to  take  every  possible  step  to  minimise  the  evil. 

The  Chairman  intimated  that  the  Union  was  open  to  be 
pa'ronised  by  medical  men,  qualified  and  wholesale  chemists 
and  others  interested,  and  that  Dr.  Dutch  was  their  first 
jatron — a  statement  which  was  received  with  cheeis. 
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FOR   THOSE    WHO  USB 
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CONCENTRATED  LIQUORS. 


47    3jHrST011TES,  LONDON. 


Ebitorial  Comments. 

The  Chemists'  Cooperative 
Society  (Limited;. 

The  final  chapter  in  the  history  of  the  Chemists'  Co-opera- 
tive Society  (Limited),  which  we  recorded  last  week,  induces 
us  to  recall  the  history  of  a  bold,  not  to  say  reckless,  experi- 
ment in  modern  pharmacy.  It  is  three  and  a  half  years  ago 
since  the  prospectus  of  this  company  was  dangled  before  the 
eyes  of  greedy  investors.  A  modest  16  per  cent,  on  the 
ordinary  shares  was  anticipated  for  the  first  year  or  two  of 
this  enterprise ;  but  what  might  come  subsequently  in  the 
way  of  dividend  was  beyond  the  grasp  of  the  imagination  of 
the  poetic  promoter  of  the  scheme.  He  could  only  suggest 
a  vast  increase  of  profits  to  be  derived  from  the  large  pur- 
chasing-power of  such  a  company,  from  the  expansion  of  the 
businesses  when  conducted  on  the  modern  system  of  trading 
and  from  the  development  of  the  valuable  proprietaries  to  be 
taken  over  with  the  businesses  purchased. 

This  precious  scheme  was  hatched  by  a  company  entitled 
the  Trust  Agency  and  Guarantee  Company  of  England 
(Limited),  which  had  been  registered  a  few  months  pre- 
viously with  a  nominal  capital  of  10,0007.  With  this  pro- 
spective wealth — for  not  much  of  it  appears  to  have  been 
actually  paid  up — the  Trust  Agency  proceeded  to  negotiate 
with  a  number  of  chemists  and  druggists  in  London  and  the 
provinces,  from  Dover  to  Durham  and  from  Torquay  to 
Grantham,  for  the  purcha?e  of  their  businesses,  and  presumed 
to  offer  seventy-six  of  these  to  its  offspring,  the  Chemists' 
Co-operative  Society,  for  122,500/.  The  new  company  which 
so  confidingly  accepted   these  cortracts  was  under  the 
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direction  of  three  members  of  Parliament,  an  Edinburgh 
printer  and  J. P.,  a  manager  of  a  news  agency,  and  a  barrister. 
One  young  chemist  was  engaged  as  secretary.  He  alone 
was  personally  qualified  in  the  eye  of  the  law  to  keep  a 
chemist's  shop,  and  his  counsel  can  hardly  have  been  very 
powerful  in  such  an  influential  party.  This  group — advised, 
we  may  presume,  by  Mr.  Dillon  Lewis,  the  genius  who  con- 
ceived the  whole  enterprise — agreed  light-heartedly  to  take 
over  the  seventy-six  businesses  provided  for  them,  and  to 
establish  fire  others,  one  of  which  they  decided,  with  per- 
haps unconscious  audacity,  to  locate  in  Cannon  Street.  Then 
they  offered  the  public  the  opportunity  of  subscribing 
£00,000  guineas,  half  in  7-per-cent.  preference  shares  and  half 
in  ordinary  shares  with  the  probable  16  per  cent,  profit. 
Both  classes  of  shares  were  nominally  11.  each,  but  they 
were  to  be  issued  at  21s ,  in  view  of  the  exceptional  attrac- 
tions of  the  investment,  the  extra  Is.  to  form  the  nucleus  of 
a  reserve  fund — so  financially  correct  and  cautious  were 
these  thoughtful  directors. 

The  caution  of  the  directors  was  further  illustrated  by  the 
amounts  they  personally  risked.  The  Hon.  Mark  F. 
Napier,  M.P.,  who  was  to  be  chairman  of  the  company  with 
250/.  a  year,  plunged  to  the  extent  of  100  shares  ;  Dr. 
Clark,  M.P.,  Major  Evan  Rowland  Jones,  M. P.,  Mr.  Forbes, 
of  the  Central  News,  and  Mr.  Colston,  of  Edinburgh,  each  of 
whom  was  a  director  at  150/.  a  year,  ventured  the  same 
amount  ;  and  only  Mr.  Frank  Pownall,  the  remaining 
director,  dared  to  back  his  confidence  with  a  decent  subscrip- 
tion. His  name  was  down  for  500  shares.  Including  these, 
the  total  number  of  shares  taken  reached  15,362.  On  this 
ridiculous  amount  the  directors  went  to  allotment.  Of  course 
they  were  utterly  unable  with  the  funds  at  their  command 
to  carry  out  the  scheme  set  forth  in  the  prospectus.  The 
chemists  who  had  agreed  to  sell  their  concerns  to  the 
company,  and  whose  names  and  addresses  had  bean  posted 
through  the  country  as  vendors,  clamoured  for  the  fulfilment 
of  their  contracts.  They  were  offered  16-per-cent.  shares  in 
Heu  of  cash,  but,  curiously  enough,  many  of  them  were  not 
tempted  by  that  proposal.  Then,  to  add  to  the  directors 
difficulties,  the  largest  shareholder,  Mr.  J.  Baird,  of  the 
Carlton  Club,  who  had  subscribed  for  2,000  ordinary  and 
2,000  preference  shares,  asked  through  his  solicitors  for  the 
return  of  his  money.  And  he  asked  for  it  in  such  tones  that 
the  directors  thought  it  wise  to  comply  with  his  request 
without  waiting  to  be  compelled  to  do  so.  This  was  a  nasty 
blow,  and  we  claim  that  a  considerable  share  of  the  credit 
or  discredit  attaching  to  it  is  due  to  ourselves,  for  we  have 
good  reason  to  know  that  Mr.  Baird's  action  was  the  con- 
sequence of  reading  the  criticisms  on  the  company  which 
appeared  in  this  journal,  and  respecting  which  a  libel  action 
was  threatened 

Meanwhile  the  directors  had  made  the  acquaintance  of  Mr, 
J.  A.  Jessop,  of  Bradford,  who  was  at  the  time  the  managing 
director  of  a  company  known  as  Goodall's  Drug  Company 
(Limited),  whose  assets  consisted  of  eleven  chemists' shops  and 
a  wholesale  warehouse,  situated  in  Bradford  and  neighbouring 
towns,  and  yielding,  it  was  declared,  an  average  profit  of 
2,479/.  per  annum.  The  Chemists'  Co-operative  Society  and 
their  parent,  the  Trust  Agency,  had  fallen  out  some  time 
previously  :  the  Chemists'  Society  said  the  Trust  Agency 
had  failed  to  deliver  the  forty  businesses  they  had  sold  to 
them  ;  the  Trust  Agency  said  the  Chemists'  Society  had 
never  been  in  a  position  to  fulfil  the  contract  they  had 
made  to  buy  these.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  two  companies 
together  had  not  money  enough  to  buy  a  tenth  part  of  the 
property  which  they  had  paraded  as  their  own  ;  but,  in  the 
lend,  the  Trust  Agency  accepted  500/.  in  cash  from  the 
Chemists'  Society,  and  left  them  free  to  proceed  with  their 


new  scheme.  Mr.  Jessop  was  an  extremely  sanguine  gentle 
man,  and  he  seems  to  have  imparted  some  share  of  his 
hopefulness  to  the  directors  of  the  Chemists'  Co-operative 
Society,  for  they  contracted  to  give  him  5,000/.  in  cash  and 
about  8,000/.  in  shares,  and  engaged  him  as  managing 
director  of  their  new  company  for  five  years,  on  a  remunera- 
tion "  mainly  dependent  on  the  profits  after  10  per  cent,  had 
been  paid  to  the  ordinary  shareholders." 

This  was  an  entirely  new  scheme,  and  of  course  involved 
the  reconstruction  of  the  company.  All  the  original  share- 
holders had  the  option  of  re-embarking  in  the  new  boat  or 
of  having  their  money  returned.  Only  a  few,  we  believe, 
accepted  the  former  alternative.  The  subsequent  history  of 
the  company  has  not  been  more  prosperous  apparently  than 
its  earlier  records.  Mr.  Jessop,  who  sold  his  concern  to  the 
company  in  November,  1895,  retired  from  the  managership 
in  August,  1896 ;  the  company  then  went  into  liquidation, 
and  Mr.  Jessop  has  himself  since  figured  in  the  Bankruptcy 
Court.  He  there  stated  that  he  received  7,000/.  for  his 
businesses,  and  that  he  invested  that  money  in  the  pur- 
chasing company,  and  had  there  lost  it.  At  all  events,  he 
returned  his  assets  early  this  year  at  nil. 

Such  is  the  story  of  one  of  the  attempts  on  the  part  of  the 
unqualified  public  to  invade  the  domain  of  pharmacy.  It 
only  remains  to  add  a  word  of  appreciation  of  the  efforts 
made  by  at  least  some  of  the  directors  to  repair  the  wrong 
they  had  done  to  the  investors  who  had  relied  on  their 
judgment.  Mr.  Pownall  especially,  we  are  informed,  behaved 
most  chivalrously,  by  subscribing  considerable  amounts  in 
the  hope  of  rescuing  the  enterprise  from  the  doom  which 
threatened  it  in  its  early  struggles  ;  and  Dr.  Clark  cannot 
have  derived  much  profit  or  pleasure  from  his  duty  as 
liquidator.  We  hope  these  gentlemen  may  have  better 
luck  in  their  next  venture — at  least,  if  it  is  outside 
pharmacy. 


The  Commercial  See=saw. 

The  Board  of  Trade  returns  for  September,  issued  this  week, 
are  remarkably  good.  The  imports  show  an  increase  of 
425,648/.,  and  the  exports  an  increase  of  1,639,810/.  The 
totals  for  the  nine  months  shotv  an  increase  in  the  imports  of 
14,902,477/.,  and  a  decrease  in  the  exports  of  3,262,018/. 
As  regards  the  imports,  chemicals,  dye-stuffs,  and  tanning- 
substances  show  a  decrease  of  30,319/.  for  September,  and  of 
505,937/.  for  the  nine  months.  Oils,  however,  have  increased 
by  107,384/.  and  653,082/.  respectively.  In  exports, 
chemicals  and  chemical  and  medicinal  preparations  in- 
creased 35,860/.,  though  for  the  nine  months  there  is  a 
depreciation  of  183,322/.  It  is  curious  to  observe  how  great 
is  the  increase  under  the  head  of  imported  hops  for  the  last 
nine  months.  In  1896  the  value  of  111,121  cwt.  was 
290,529/. ;  last  year  the  value  of  70,768  cwt.  was  224,574/. ; 
and  this  year  129,861  cwt.  cost  509,731/.  Quicksilver- 
imports  fell  to  8,960  lbs.,  against  81,974  lbs.  in  September 
1897.  The  following  values  represent  the  amount  of 
chemicals  and  dye-stuffs  imported,  the  figures  in  brackets 
being  those  for  September  of  last  year : — 

Alkali,  169,692/.  [173,412/.] ;  brimstone,  275,143/.  [329,917/.]; 
cochineal,  3,904/.  [2,601/.]  :  saltpetre,  196,046/.  [286,667/.]  ; 
chemical  manufactures  and  products,  90,792/.  [96,625/.]. 
Among  oils,  &c,  cocoanut  was  imported  to  the  value  of 
16  577/.  [42,632/.] ;  olive,  22,645/.  [71,882/.]  ;  palm,  76,332/. 
[68  092/,];  petroleum,  380,831/.  [268,136/.];  and  turpentine, 
122,101/.  [57,041/.] ;  gum  arabic,  5  915/.  [13,341/.]  ;  lac,  seed, 
shell,  stick  and  dye,  7,840.'.  [44,453/.],  The  imports  of 
unenumerated  drugs  amounted  to  64,180/.  [55,177/  ]. 

As  regards  exports  of  British  and  Irish  produce  the  ship- 
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merits  of  alkali  fell  to  309,733  cwt.  [388  595  cwt.],  the 
amount  going  to  the  United  States,  50.047  cwt.,  being 
half  of  what  was  sent  in  September  last  year.  Bleaching- 
matsrials  decreased  28,324  cwt.,  and  copper  sulphate 
771  cwt.  Medicines  also  declined  to  89, 675Z.,  as  compared 
with  61,7042.  in  September,  1897.  Under  the  heading  of 
foreign  and  colonial  merchandise  chemical  manufactures  and 
products  were  exported  to  the  value  of  44.5372.,  as  against 
22,2742.  in  the  corresponding  month  of  last  year.  The 
national  stomach  is  chiefly  responsible  for  the  increase  in  the 
imports  since  December  31,  1897,  for  of  the  fifteen  million 
pounds  increase  a  little  over  thirteen  millions  was  due  to 
increased  imports  of  articles  of  food  and  drink,  12,940,9832. 
being  duty-free  articles,  while  another  million  of  increase 
went  for  manufactured  articles,  which  we  have  been  buying 
at  the  rate  of  seven  and  one- third  million  pounds'  worth  per 
month  this  year.  Kaw  materials  for  use  in  manufactures  we 
have  bought  a  little  more  freely,  but  100,0002.  a  month  is  all 
the  increase.  The  export-accounts  for  the  year  are  bad. 
There  is  a  net  decrease  of  3,262.0182.,  and  in  this  category  are 
2,738,6692.  in  soft  goods,  and  nearly  a  million  in  hardware, 
the  only  sab^tantial  increase  being  in  machinery  and  mill- 
work,  504,7792 ,  which  is  not  an  unmixed  blessing,  and  is  a 
poor  set-off  to  Z'j  millions  less  of  yarns  and  textile  fabrics 
exported.  Among  the  imports  of  raw  materials,  caout- 
chouc is  accountable  for  over  a  million  pounds  sterling 
of  increase,  no  less  than  4,434,1202.  in  value  of  this 
article  having  been  imported  this  year.  The  only  other 
raw  material  for  manufacturing  which  we  buy  more  of, 
apart  from  fibres,  is  wood,  which  runs  into  15  millions  a 
year;  then  come  (below  caoutchouc)  hides,  21  millions,  and 
tallow,  1|  million.  There  is  a  feeling  that  the  caoutchouc- 
trade  is  being  overdone  ;  stocks,  however,  do  not  accumulate, 
so  that  prompt  use  is  found  for  it,  but  as  we  have  exported 
2  929,5012.  worth  (compared  with  2,089,1512.  during  the 
same  time  last  year),  we  do  not  use  all  of  it  ourselves. 
Caoutchouc  is  practically  all  sold  through  Mincing  Lane 
hands.  Cocoa  and  coffee  are  still  on  the  up-grade.  This 
year  we  have  used  at  home  half  a  million  pounds  more  raw 
cocoa  and  about  2  DO, 000  lbs.  less  prepared  cocoa  than  last 
year,  which  means  that  the  home-prepaied  article  grows  in 
favour.  Coffee  does  not  keep  pace  with  cocoa  in  home  con- 
sumption, for  although  we  have  imported  837,909  cwt.  this 
year,  as  compared  with  665  814  cwt.  in  January-September, 
1897,  we  have  used  only  3,161  cwt.  more  at  home,  and  have 
exported  116  258  cwt.  more  than  last  year — in  fact,  our 
coffee-importers  are  getting  a  firmer  grip  of  this  business. 
Tea-exports  have  decreased  by  a  million  pounds  this  year, 
and  we  have  imported  half  a  million  pounds  less,  but  have 
consumed  almost  as  much  (173,402,395  lbs.,  as  compared 
with  173.522,891  lbs.  last  year).  Indian  and  China  teas 
have  been  more  wanted  by  home  drinkers  this  year,  and 
about  3,000,000  lbs.  less  of  Ceylon  teas  have  been  entered 
for  consumption.  More  than  half  the  China  tea  we  import 
is  again  exported,  the  European  Continent  taking  most  of  it. 
Ceylon  teas  are  next  in  favour  there,  and,  lastly,  Indian. 
Our  specie- accounts  for  the  year  are  not  encouraging.  We 
have  imported  gold  to  the  value  of  35,058,0962.,  and  silver 
10,381,0702.,  a  total  of  45,439,1662.,  and  of  this  we  have  had 
to  send  out  33,195,1742.  Our  two  great  trade-rivals,  Germany 
and  the  United  States  of  America,  are  our  chief  gold-seekers, 
Germany  having  taken  7,492,2(02.,  and  U.S.A.  9,874,4622.  of 
gold  from  us  this  year,  or  about  13|  millions  more  gold  than 
they  have  sent  to  us.  The  United  States  strikes  the  balance 
with  silver  (6  852. 3462.  she  has  sent  us),  but  the  other  rival 
sends  us  goods  "  made  in  Germany  "  for  the  gold  we  give  her. 
It  does  not  look  charming  for  us,  but  the  German  statistician 
says  exactly  the  same  about  the  Fatherland's  expert-business 


[  — how  unprofitable  it  is,  how  the  German  toiler  has  to  pay 
heavily  for  the  commercial  glory  of  his  country,  and  that  is 
'  where  we  come  in. 


Java  Quinine. 

|  The  future  of  Java  cinchona  need  no  longer  trouble  the 
producers.  U.S.  Consul  Sidney  B.  Everett,  of  Batavia,  has 
taken  Java  under  his  wing,  and  has  told  his  Government 
|  how  America  can  buy  from  Java  and  be  independent  of 
Europe  so  far  as  "  raw  quinine  "  is  concerned.  Mr.  F.  W 
Sijthoff,  manager  of  the  Java  Quinine-factory,  is  Mr 
i  Everett's  authority  for  the  statement ;  but  if  Mr.  Everett's- 
other  information  is  derived  from  the  same  source,  his 
prophecy  must  be  taken  cautiously,  as  he  seems  to  be 
labouring  under  the  impression  that  quinine  is  stuff  worth  a 
few  pounds  per  ounce.  "  There  have  (he  says)  been  invoiced 
and  shipped  to  U.S  A.  from  Java  this  year  48,300  oz.  of 
sulphate  of  quinine,  valued  at  #11,395,055,"  and  "more  will 
I  follow,  of  course,  but  not  at  that  price."  No  American 
citizen  is  required  to  pay  a  dollar  for  his  matutinal  quinine- 
pill,  although  the  "war  has  resulted  in  a  rise  in  quinine- 
quotations."  Mr.  Everett's  figures  have  got  mixed  somehow  ; 
there  are  bound  to  be  millions  in  it  before  a  U.S.  Consul  dare 
touch  a  thing,  and  a  paltry  48,300  oz.  of  quinine  in  face  of 
"North  America's  annual  consumption  of  10,000,000  oz."  was 
too  little  a  thing  to  go  by  itself,  we  fancy,  especially  as  one 
object  of  the  report  seems  to  be  to  induce  Ameiioans  to  put 
their  money  in  Java.  We  fancy,  however,  that  Mr.  Everett 
cannot  be  responsible  for  the  #11,395,055.  "Now  is  the 
time,"  he  says,  "to  begin  a  new  quinine-eLte'piise.  The 
stock  now  laid  up  will  be  consumed  in  two  or  three  years, 
and  the  demand  will  immediately  be  largely  increased." 
(We  may  remark,  parenthetically,  that  cinchena-trees  are 
always  growing.)  He  "  cannot  conceive  of  a  better  invest- 
ment than  the  planting  of  cinchona  in  Java.  Concessions  of 
land  are  not  hard  to  get  there,  if  one  is  on  the  spot.  The 
climate  in  the  interior  is  as  perfect  as  that  of  the  coast  cities 
is  bad.  The  Dutch  Government  has  made  a  great  success 
of  the  planting,  clearing  a  profit  in  1896  of  over  #38,500 
from  its  estates.  The  world's  output  is  only  788  771  lbs., 
of  which  Java  produces  about  three-fourths."  The  last 
sentence  refers  to  quinine,  not  cinchona. 

This  invitation  to  American  financiers  is  not  altogether 
unreasonable,  for  the  thing  that  Java  cinchona-planters  lack 
most  is  the  wherewithal  to  prevent  them  realising  bark  as 
they  dry  it.  They  must  get  money — they  must  take  what 
buyers  give  them  for  the  bark.  The  successful  attempt  of 
last  year  to  advance  the  unit  (which  increased  threefold 
from  January  to  December)  resulted  in  such  accummulation 
of  bark  that  many  have  been  forced  to  realise  this  year,  the 
result  being  that,  so  far,  a  fourth  more  bark  has  been  offered. 
This  is  shown  by  the  following  figures,  which  give  the  results 
of  the  auctions  for  the  eight  months  of  this  year  : — 


Year 

Weight 
of  Bark 

Quinine 
Sulphate 
in  Bark 

Average 
per  cent,  of 
Quinine 
Sulphate 

Quinine 
Sulphate 
sold 

Quinine 
Sulphate 
bought  in 

Kilos. 

Kilos. 

Kilos. 

Kilos. 

1898 

5,175,316 

257,678 

4-88  to  5-43 

178,539 

79,139 

1897 

4,005,504 

221,058 

5-26  „  6-10 

186,444 

34,614 

1896 

4,528,277 

240,309 

5  05  „  5-83 

202,126 

38,183 

1895 

4,636,859 

225,367 

4-63  „  5-17 

141,314 

84,053 

1894 

3,443,031 

161,659 

461  „  512 

125,727 

35,932 

1893 

3,930,594 

172,982 

4-23  „  5  02 

97,679 

75,303 

These  sales  also  reveal  the  fact  that  this  year's  quality  of 
bark  has  sensibly  e'eteriorate-'. — a  condition  which  often 
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accompanies  deplantation,  or  indicates  that  carelessness  on 
the  part  of  the  planters  which  results  from  unprofitable 
enterprise.  However  that  may  be,  it  is  regrettable  to  see 
any  sign  of  deterioration  in  a  place  where  it  is  so  easy  to 
keep  up  the  quality.  These  are  considerations  of  practical 
utility  to  the  American  investor.  It  is  astonishing  how  the 
consumption  of  quinine  goes  on.  The  above  figures  do  not, 
perhaps,  convey  much,  but  when  we  say  that  at  Amsterdam 
a  fortnight  since  the  bark  sold  represented  35  tons  of 
quinine  Milphate,  and  that  one  quinine-manufacturer  bought 
two-thirds  of  it,  everyone  can  grasp  how  important  in 
volume  the  quinine-trade  has  become  of  recent  years.  It  is 
also  worth  noting  that  although  quinine  is  cheap,  and  the 
British  Pharmacopoeia  has  de-officialised  cinchonidine,  the 
latter  alkaloid  is  growing  in  demand  and  is  rapidly  coming 
to  the  price  of  quinine. 


Government  Chemistry. 

Dk.  T.  E.  Thorpe's  reports  on  the  work  of  the  Government 
Laboratory,  Somerset  House,  for  the  years  ended  March  31, 
1897  and  1898,  have  been  issued  as  separate  Blue-books. 
They  show  that  the  Department  made  64.661  analyses  during 
1896-97,  or  9,242  more  than  in  the  preceding  year,  and 
65,313  in  1897-98.  Only  65  samples  were  referred  to  the 
laboratory  in  1896-97  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  and  those  in  which  retail  chemists  were  concerned 
Somerset  House  found  decidedly  in  favour  of  the  retailers. 
Dr.  Thorpe  says  :— 

Two  samples  of  compounded  drugs  said  to  contain  a  deficient 
quantity  of  one  or  more  of  the  prescribed  ingredients,  were 
analysed.  In  the  first  the  charge  was  that  each  of  three 
ingredients  was  deficient  to  the  extent,  on  the  average,  of  45  per 
cent.,  whereas  our  analysis  showed  two  of  such  ingredients  to  be 
present  in  full  proportion,  and  the  third  to  be  absent  altogether. 
In  the  second  sample  one  ingredient  only  was  alleged  to  be 
deficient  in  quantity,  and  in  this  we  concurred.  A  sample  of 
glycerin,  said  to  be  diluted  with  water,  was  found  to  be  of  the 
standard  prescribed  by  the  British  Pharmacopoeia.  In  a  sample 
of  lime-juice  and  glycerin,  and  in  another  of  lime-cream  and 
glycerin,  alleged  to  contain  no  glycerin,  there  was  clear  evidence 
of  the  presence  of  that  ingredient  in  both  cases.  A  sample  of 
olive  oil  was  received  which  was  reported  to  contain  20  per  cent, 
of  cotton-seed  oil.  We  agreed  as  to  the  sample  being  adulterated, 
but  not  as  to  the  adulterant,  which  we  found  to  be  sesame  oil. 

The  bulk  of  the  reports  deals,  of  course,  with  revenue 
matters,  and  we  referred  to  them  on  September  24.  There 
is  a  good  deal  of  information  to  be  picked  out  of  the  results 
of  the  analyses  of  goods  obtained  by  the  Government  Depart- 
ments, though  contract  cheating  seems  rampant  in  most 
goods.  Gold  leaf,  gold  badges,  tin,  white-lead,  and  lamp- 
black have  been  tendered  which  were  not  according  to 
contract,  and  linseed,  neatsfoot,  olive,  colza,  sperm,  and  cod 
oils  have  each  been  found  to  contain  an  admixture  of  some 
cheaper  oil.  In  household-soaps  the  water  has  been  found 
to  range  from  22  to  40  per  cent.,  and  the  impurities  from 
1  to  6  per  cent. ;  in  toilet- soaps  the  water  varied  from  8  to 
28  per  cent ,  and  the  impurities  from  lto  8  percent. ;  and  the 
i  tar  acids  in  carbolic  soaps  ranged  from  2  45  to  5  60  per  cent. 
Butter  is  now  analysed  as  imported,  and  adulteration  of 
foreign  butters  is  decreasing,  but  the  use  of  boracic  preserva- 
I  tives  increases.  Margarines  are  also  examined,  and  the  1898 
report  points  out  that,  although  a  new  German  law  compels 
i  the  addition  of  10  per  cent,  of  sesame  oil  to  margarine  in 
i order  to  facilitate  its  detection,  we  continue  to  get  German 
margarine  sine  61.  sesami.  The  Foreign  Office  has  tried  to  get 
the  German  Government  to  stop  it,  but  so  far  without  effect. 
The  detection  of  vegetable  oilsjin  butter  has  been  a  speciality 
iWith  the  Department  during  the  past  year.  The  analysts 
were  finding  reactions  for  strange  fatty  acids  in  nearly  every 
ample,  and  as  butter-colourings  were  suspected  they  instituted 


a  series  of  experiments  on  butter-colourings  containing 
vegetable  oils.  The  oils  found  were  linseed,  rapeseed, 
cottonseed,  and  sesame,  but  the  amount  cf  oil  present  in  the 
colouring-matter  required  to  impart  the  necessary  colour  was 
so  small  as  to  be  only  just  perceptible  in  the  finished  butter 
and  not  likely,  therefore,  to  interfere  with  the  assessment  of 
the  amount  of  vegetable  oils  in  ordinary  butter.  The  bear- 
ing of  these  experiments  upon  the  detection  of  the  adultera- 
tion of  butter  with  margarine,  which  is  usually  made  up 
with  vegetable  oils,  is  of  importance  in  connection  with  the 
examination  of  imported  butters,  also  as  regards  analytical, 
work  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

The  varied  work  of  the  Department  looks  almost  tempting, 
and  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  resources  of  the 
laboratory  are  being  taken  advantage  of  to  an  increasing 
extent.  For  example,  one  of  the  questions  which  the 
Department  have  been  asked  to  settle  was  in  connection 
with  a  prosecution  for  the  sale  of  Queensland  arrowroot,  or 
tous-les-mois  starch,  as  "arrowroot.''  Dr.  Thorpe  pointed 
out  that  it  had  been  held  that  the  simple  term  "  arrowroot" 
implied  a  starch  derived  from  the  vegetable  order  Maranta, 
and  that  as  the  Queensland  product  was  obtained  from  a 
different  order — viz.,  Canna — it  could  not  be  deemed  the 
article  asked  for  simply  as  "  arrowroot.''  We  observe  that 
the  1897-98  report  expresses  satisfaction  with  the  new 
laboratory. 

LIGHT  FROM  THE  PROVINCES. 

We  plunge  this  week  deep  into  the  Winter  Session.  Mr,_ 
John  Harrison  has  been  starring  at  Manchester,  Mr.  Rynier 
Young  at  Sheffield,  and  Mr.  J.  C.  C.  Payne  at  Plymouth.. 
Chemists  who  have  made  up  their  minds  whether  they  will 
subscribe  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  or  not  may  miss  Mr. 
Harrison's  speech  and  lose  little.  If  they  are  still  in  doubt, 
perhaps  his  arguments  may  decide  theru.  If  more  of  these 
canvassing  speeches  come  along  we  shall  remorselessly  cut 
them  down ;  not  out  of  any  unfriendly  disposition  to  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  but  simply  because  we  cannot  spare 
space  for  endless  repetitions.  The  legend  is  crystallising 
that  the  Society  passed  one  Bill  this  year  and  defeated 
another.  We  expected  that  was  to  be  the  cry  of  the  yearj. 
and  it  is  a  pretty  one  ;  but  it  happens  to  be  not  true.  Mr. 
Rymer  Young's  address  at  Sheffield,  while  it  does  not  bring 
forward  anything  very  novel,  is  a  cheerful  and  useful 
causerle  on  topics  which  we  are  all  interested  in.  Mr.  Young 
is  likely  to  be  mauled  a  bit  if  he  comes  up  to  the  next 
Council-meeting  for  not  more  prominently  booming  the 
Society — his  "  loyal  "  remarks  were  limited  to  three  lines — - 
but  we  presume  he  had  realised  the  wearisomeness  oi 
toujours  perdrix. 

FOREIGN  TRADE-COMPETITION. 

The  Commercial  Department  of  the  Board  of  Trade  is 
trying  to  live  up  to  its  high  mission  by  continually  stirring 
up  the  poor  British  manufacturer.  Almost  daily  British- 
Consuls  are  sending  home  reports  showing  how  careless,  how- 
ignorant,  how  negligent,  and  how  independent  the  Britisb 
trader  is  as  compared  with  the  gentle  German  and  the 
accommodating  American.  He  will  not  meet  the  require- 
ments of  customers  in  regard  to  style,  packing,  or  price;  he 
despises  little  orders,  ignoring  the  probability  that  they  may- 
lead  to  bigger  ones  ;  he  will  not  communicate  with  foreigners- ' 
in  their  own  language,  and  requires  them  to  learn  his  com- 
plicated system  of  weights,  measures,  and  money  before  he- 
psrmits  them  to  do  business  with  him  ;  and  he  declines  to- 
follow  his  rivals'  methods  by  smothering  the  earth  with, 
drummers.  These  are  the  complaints  which  the  Consuls  arte 
constantly  making,  and  now  the  Board  of  Trade  have  thought 
it  opportune  to  bring  together  171  of  their  criticisms  into 
one  volume  with  some  comments,  all  des;gned  to  rub  tho ' 
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inspiration  in  and  wake  up  the  lethargic  bees  in  our  hives. 
The  criticisms  are  certainly  open  to  some  criticism  them- 
selves, but  a  good  deal  of  information  may  be  gathered  from 
them,  and  the  book  is  cheap  at  at  which  price  it  may 

be  obtained  at  the  Government  printers'. 

POISONERS  OF  THE  FUTURE. 

Certainly  none  of  the  sessional  addresses  of  this  year  has 
had  so  great  a  journalistic  success  as  the  one  delivered  at 
the  opening  of  the  Schcol  of  Pharmacy  by  Sir  James  Crichton 
Browne.  There  was  one  section  of  that  address,  consisting 
of  advice  to  poisoners,  the  publication  of  which  nearly  every 
newspaper  in  the  country  condemned  — and  repeated.  Mr. 
Braxton  Hicks,  the  Coroner,  helped  the  publicity  forward 
and  the  crop  of  newspaper-paragraphs  began  again  when  the 
report  of  his  remarks  appeared.  The  consequence  is  that 
perhaps  the  better  part  of  a  million  of  persons  who  did  not 
realise  it  before  are  now  aware  that  by  the  use  of  pathogenic 
microbes  and  their  toxins  a  disease  may  be  induced  "  which 
it  would  be  impossible  to  say  might  not  have  been  contracted 
in  the  usual  way."  It  is  difficult,  perhaps,  to  suppose  that 
anyone  acquiring  this  information  would  set  himself  to  bucIi 
studies  as  would  enable  him  to  practise  as  a  "  bicteriological 
Mephistopheles,"  as  Sir  James  Crichton  Browne  designated 
such  a,  student.  But,  knowing  what  we  do  of  the  criminal 
tendencies  in  a  section  of  mankind  and  womankind,  as  Sir 
James  reminded  us,  can  we  say  that  such  a  character  is 
impossible  ?  Of  course  the  facts  are  not  new  to  scientific 
people ;  to  educated  men  and  women  generally  they  are 
more  or  less  precisely  known.  A  few  years  ago  "Ouida" 
wrote  a  rather  flimsy  novel  the  plot  of  which  revolved  round 
exactly  such  a  crime  as  Sir  James  Crichton  Browne  imagined. 
Moreover,  it  is  inevitable  that  the  scientific  kaowledge 
.attained  must  ultimately  become  general,  and  that  it  has  to 
Kb}  now  specially  learnt  by  medical  men  and  pharmacists.  If 
,  Sir  James  Crichton  Browne  had  merely  read  a  scientific 
.  paper  before  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  no  one  could  have 
reasonably  criticised  him.  But  we  cannot  help  inclining  to 
■  the  belief  that  his  introduction  of  the  subject  on  an  occasion 
which  he  must  have  known  would  be  widely  reported,  and  in 
the  sensational  language  which  he  deliberately  adopted  was, 
to  say  the  least,  indiscreet. 

SANITARY  WORK  ON  SHIPS. 

The  hilf-yearly  report  just  issued  of  Dr.  Collingridge,  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  Port  of  London,  on  the  work 
of  the  Port  Sani  tary  Authority  shows  that  during  the  period 
5.5.531  vessels  were  visited  by  the  officers.  Of  these  vessels 
13,091  were  British,  Scandinavian  coming  next  with  1,047. 
As  the  result  of  these  visits,  in  the  six  months  twenty- 
.  one  sick  seamen  were  referred  to  hospital,  and  structural 
.  alterations,  affecting  281  vessels,  for  improvement  of  sani- 
tary conditions  were  carried  out.  These  alterations  were  for 
»the  purpose  of  improving  the  ventilation,  the  storage  of 
water,  and  the  arrangements  for  lighting  and  heating.  In 
•678  instances  the  vessels  required  cleaning.  Of  4,875  vessels 
from  foreign  ports  visited  by  the  medical  officers  on  arrival, 
538  were  medically  inspected,  such  inspection  involving  the 
individual  examination  of  2,733  passengers  and  of  6,135 
persons  forming  the  crews.  By  this  means  forty- seven  cases 
of  infectious  disease  were  discovered  and  dealt  with.  Over- 
crowding on  foreign  vessels  has  been  noticed,  and  vast  quan- 
tities of  food  were  condemced. 

"  PHARMACEUTICAL   FORMULAS  "  IN  THE  COLONIES. 

Our  Australian  staff  has  been  overwhelmed  with  orders  for 
"  Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  and  as  Melbourne  is  not  ex- 
actly next  door  to  Cannon  Street  when  packing-cases  have  to 
be  carried,  C.  4*  T).  subscribers  who  ordered  the  book  from 
Victoria  have  had  to  be  content,  in  most  cases,  with  the 


second  edition.  As  soon  as  they  got  it  this  was  the  sort  of 
thing  that  began  to  pour  in  upon  our  Antipodean  colleagues : — 

"  It  is  the  best  work  of  the  kind  I  have  ever  seen."— Philip  E. 
Muskett,  L.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

"  I  consider  it  about  the  best  book  for  chemists  that  I  have 
come  across." — Thos.  F.  Hall,  Pittsworth,  Queensland. 

"  There  is  a  mine  of  wealth  untold  in  a  copy  of  '  Pharma- 
ceutical Formulas.'  " — George  P.  Cornish,  Adelaide,  S.A. 

"  The  whole  book  is  teeming  with  useful  information,  which 
will  soon  repay  its  cost,  with  interest." — T.  F.  Baumgardt,  Bris- 
bane, Queensland. 

"  For  useful  information,  and  as  a  time-saver  to  the  busy 
chemist,  it  is  ahead  of  anything  in  this  line  yet  published." — E. 
Hoyle,  Petersburg,  S.A. 

"  It  is  the  finest  collection  of  working  formulas  I  have  yet  seen, 
and  should  prove  a  veritable  mine  of  gold  in  every  pharmacy." — 
David  Ley,  East  Maitland,  N.S.W. 

"  This  book  fills  a  long-felt  want.  You  have  given  the  pharma- 
ceutical world  a  book  which  entitles  you  to  the  thanks  of  all." — 
The  Australian  Drug  Company  (Limited),  Sydney. 

We  are  glad  Australian  pharmacists  like  the  book.  We 
have  before  us  now  a  letter  from  a  Burmah  subscriber,  who 
says  "it's  a  boon  and  a  blessing,  and,  saving  a  few  pet 
formilaj,  it  contains  practically  all  the  carefully-selected 
recipss  in  the  collection  to  which  I  have  devoted  eighteen 
years'  work."  This  is  as  good  a  compliment  as  the  one  paid 
to  the  book  by  a  laboratory-manager  who  indignantly  de- 
clared that  a  certain  chapter  contained  all  his  best  working 
formula?. 

HOW  GUM  ARABIC  IS  MADE. 

The  world  is  informed  in  the  columns  of  a  recent  issue 
of  the  Echo  that 

The  eluing-agents  which  are  found  in  commerce  under  the 
name  of  gum  arabic  consist  only  for  the  smallest  part  of  genuine 
Arabian  gum,  and  we  mostly  receive  in  their  stead  substitutes 
containing  dextrin ;  partly  also  gum-resins  resembling  gum 
arabic — for  instance,  the  gum  exuding  profusely  from  the  Flinderria 
maculosa,  indigenous  in  Australia.  The  fact  that  the  powdered 
gum  is  frequently  adulterated  with  entirely  worthless  substances, 
such  as  pulverised  cherry  pips,  also  deserves  mention.  Rock- 
sugar  mixed  with  milk  and  soda  waterglass  is  likewise  sold,  in 
lumps  and  powder  form,  as  gum  arabic. 

We  wonder  the  gum-pot  of  the  Elitor  of  that  sapient  half- 
pennyworth does  not  rise  in  its  wrath  and  finite  him.  But 
perhaps  he  uses  a  "  gluing-agent "  of  the  mild  milk  and- 
sodawater-glass  variety. 

"ONLY  TOO  TRUE." 

Thus  comments  a  subscriber  who  sends  us  a  copy  of  Fowls 
for  Pleasure,  Prizes,  and  Sport,  containing  the  following 
answer  to  a  correspondent : — 

I  am  over-run  with  rats  ;  can  you  give  me  a  remedy  ? — Tuos. 
Davy. — [You  had  better  try  trapping  first,  or  a  rat-catcher.  If 
you  want  poisons,  you  can  get  Barton's  and  others  at  most 
chemists,  and  many  of  the  colour-shops  ] 

A  good  round  of  the  poison-catcher  would  do  these  illegal 
traders  good. 

SAWDUST  AS   AN  ABSORBENT. 

Surgeons  use  some  curious  things  nowadays  as  ab  sorbents 
Moss  still  holds  a  place  on  the  dressing-table,  and  wood- 
wool is  used  by  the  roomful  in  hospitals,  but  Dr.  Ernest  F. 
Neve,  of  the  Mission  Hospital,  has  more  than  a  good  word  to 
say  for  clean  sawdust.  In  the  British  Medical  Journal  he  men- 
tions that  he  has  used  it  in  bags  of  muslin  or  butter-cloth, 
the  sawdust  having  previously  been  moistened  with  1-per- 
mille  mercuric-chloride  solution.  Before  application  to  the 
wound  one  surface  of  the  bag  is  dipped  in  1  in  20  carbolic 
lotion.  The  bags  are  cheap,  thoroughly  absorbent,  com- 
fortable, easily  applied,  and  reliably  artiseptic.  This 
reminds  us  of  a  suggestion  made  the  other  day  when  East 
London  was  almost  destitute  of  water  and  the  public 
urinals  were  unflushed.  A  medical  man  stated  that  a 
barrel  of  pine-sawdust  made  one  of  the  best  urinals.  He 
had  seen  one  of  these  in  constant  use  for  ten  days,  and 
at  the  end  of  that  time  it  was  not  in  the  slightest  degree 
ammoniacal. 
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Zbc  Winter  Session, 


Shetfield  Pharmaceutical  and  Chemical 
Society. 

On  Thursday,  October  13,  at  the  Masonic  Hall,  Sheffield,  the 
fourteenth  session  of  the  Society's  School  of  Pharmacy  was 
opened.  The  chair  was  occupied  by  the  President  of  the 
Society  (Mr.  George  Squire). 

Mr.  S.  T.  Rhoden,  the  Honorary  Secretary  of  the  School 
of  Pharmacy,  read  the  report  of  the  thirteenth  session,  ex- 
tending from  October  4,  1897,  to  the  end  of  April  1898.  The 
report  showed  that  the  session  was  a  most  successful  one, 
the  number  of  students  attending  being  well  maintained. 
Classes  were  held  in  theoretical  chemistry  and  physics, 
practical  chemistry,  botany,  and  materia  medica.  The 
lectureis  had  reported  that  the  attendance,  diligence,  and 
interest  were  sitisfactoiy.  The  progress  made  was  evident 
by  the  excellent  results  in  the  examinations.  It  was  also  satis- 
factory to  note  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  Herbarium 
"Bronze  Medal"  had  been  awarded  to  a  student  of  the 
Sheffield  School  of  Pharmacy. 

The  President  then  distributed  (he  following  prizes  to 
successful  students  : — Theoretical  chemistry  and  physics  :  1, 
T.  T.  Cocking;  2,  J.  W.  Cox.  Practical  chemistry;  1,  W. 
Coulshed  ;  2,  VV.  Stather.  Botany  :  1,  Tom  Hardy  ;  2,  W. 
Coulshed.  Materia  medica:  1,  W.  Coulshed;  2,  Edwin 
Richards.    Nensholme  Herbarium  prize,  T.  T.  Cocking. 

The  inaugural  sessional  address  was  then  delivered  by  Mr. 
J.  Rymee  Young,  F.C.S.,  of  Warrington. 

For  some  years  it  has  been  the  custom  to  preface  the 
studies  upon  which  you  who  are  assembled  here  this 
evening  are  about  to  enter  with  an  introductory  welcome 
The  pleasant  duty  of  extending  this  welcome  has  this  year 
been  entrusted  to  my  haods,  an  honour  which  I  greatly 
appreciate.  Whilst  I  do  not  aspire  to  approach  the 
eloquence  or  to  rival  the  fascination  of  many  of  the 
addresses  delivered  here,  yet  I  am  fully  conscious  that 
these  occasions  afford  opportunities  which  might  by  many 
be  made  of  the  utmost  service.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  the 
time-honoured  custom  of  commencing  each  new  session 
with  an  inaugural  address  will  survive  for  many  years  to 
come. 

And  what  shall  I  say  to  you  ?  Your  selection  of  a  calling 
is  a  settled  affair,  that  question  is  not  now  before  us,  other- 
wise I  might  have  startled  you — as  Abernethy  did  his 
audience  of  embryo  doctors — with  "  Good  heavens,  gentle- 
men, what  is  to  become  of  you  all !  "  Undismayed  by  the 
all  too  abundant  evidence  of  overcrowding,  undeterred  by 
the  lamentations  of  the  pessimists,  you  have  "for  weal  or 
woe  "  elected  for  pharmacy,  not,  I  presume,  because  it  leads 
to  any  considerable 

Pecuniary  Emolument, 

but  because  you  think  that  wi  h  good  and  honest  work  it 
opens  up  a  prospect  of  a  sufficiency  to  live  upon.  Well, 
gentlemen,  there  are  differences,  of  opinion  on  that  point. 
We  hear  different  accounts  of  the  joys  of  pharmacy  as  a 
whole,  and  it  is  related  that  a  "  pharmaceutical"  magistrate 
not  long  ago,  in  sentencing  a  piisoner  to  a  month's  retire- 
ment with  hard  labour,  regretted  that  it  was  not  in  his 
power  to  give  the  rascal  three  months  behind  a  chemist's 
counter  as  a  warning  to  all  evildoers.  This  amounts,  of 
course,  to  burlesque,  but  really,  when  one  thinks  of  the 
terribly  long  hours,  the  utter  absence  of  almost  everything 
;  worth  living  for,  and  the  miserable  starvation  pittance  that 
seems  to  fall  to  the  lot  of  some  in  our  craft,  one  can  under- 

,  stand  and  excuse  the  fervid  and  highly-flavoured  (though  [ 
often  undeserved)  anathemas  occasionally  hurled  at  the  drug- 
trade  in  general    And  yet,  is  it  not  true,  is  it  not  "  plainly 
writ"  that  much  of  this  wretched  experience  is  distinctly 
self-inflicted,  or  at  any  rate  the  direct  and  natural  result  of 

;  imperfect  judgment,  faulty  education,  and  even  gross 
ignorance?    Is  it  reasonable  to  expect  success  where  there 

\  is  less  culture  than  that  possessed  by  the  school-board  pupil— 

I  less  capital  than  that  required  by  a  costermonger—  less  tact 
than  the  errand-boy  can  command  >  The  uneducated  phar- 
macist is  handicapped  out  of  the  race  now-a-days;  he  has 
no  chance,  even  for  himself,  and  to  tie  extent  that  he  exis  s 


I  he  is  a  positive  burden  on  society  and  a  danger  to  his  craft. 
If  from  any  cause  "you  are  unable  to  acquire  the  education 
and  training  necessary  to  the  intelligent  performance  cf 
work  which  an  accomplished  pharmaciso  is  lightly  expected 
to  do,  then  you  ought  cot  to  become  a  pharmacist  at  aH. 
It  is  far  better  to  be  a  good  farmer,  or  a  good  anything,  than 
an  incompetent  dispenser  of  medicine  "  (Dr.  Oscar  Oldberg). 

Assuming,  therelore,  that  you  are  all  fairly  equipped  in 
the  direction  indicated,  there  is  no  reason  why  your  choice 
should  in  any  way  turn  out  a  mistake. 

It  is  an  Honourable  Calling, 

there  is  a  living  to  be  got  out  of  it,  and  it  occasionally  leads 
I  to  fortune.  Pharmacy  abounds  in  interest  (though  capital 
be  scarce),  it  offers  material  for  the  exercise  of  the  higher 
faculties  of  mind,  and  it  affords  ample  field  for  scientific 
research;  but  with  these  attractions  it  also  makes  great 
demands  on  those  who  desire  to  enter  it.  I  trust  that  in 
making  jour  choice  you  have  kept  in  view  those  qualities  of 
mind  and  body  essential  to  success  in  it.  In  any  walk  of 
life  ignorance  and  carelessness  engender  grievous  trouble 
and  annoyance.  In  pharmacy  either  ignorance  or  careless- 
ness may  involve  ruin  and  loss  of  life.  I  trust  you  thoroughly 
realise  and  understand  the  le-ponsibilities  you  propose  to 
assume.  We  all  of  us,  of  course,  adopt  our  calling  as  a 
means  of  earning  our  "  bread  and  cheese."  That  goes  with- 
out saying,  but  at  the  same  time  forget  not  that,  in  doing  so, 
it  is  clearly  our  duty  to  acquire  all  the  skill  we  can,  that  we 
may  fairly  merit  the  confidence  reposed  in  us.  I  have  placed 
duty  first,  but  I  do  not  hesitate  to  place  interest  and  expediency 
before  you  too.  If  you  do  not  make  the  most  of  presenn 
opportunities  of  preparation  for  your  life's  work  you  will  find 
yourselves  lagging  in  the  race,  or,  should  you  succeed  in 
winning  the  confidence  of  a  credulous  public,  yours  will  be 
the  humiliation  of  knowing  that  you  ate  not  what  you  pro- 
fess to  be — that  you  are,  in  fact,  a  humbug,  and  the  dread  of 
misadventure  will  haunt  you  like  a  perennial  nightmare. 
Strive  to  like  the  business  for  its  own  sake,  for  without  that, 
and  without  an  intelligent  knowledge  of  the  sciences  upon 
which  it  is  founded,  you  vvill  degenerate  into  mere  hucksters, 
and  your  work  can  only  be  a  round  of  toil,  wearisome,  mono- 
t  naus,  and  uninteresting. 

I  take  it  that  you  have  all  passed  a  preliminary  scholastic 
examination.  If  this  did  not  include  mathematics  (algebra 
and  Euclid)  and  French  or  German,  let  me  urge  you  to 
look  up  those  subjects  as  soon  as  possible.  Believe  me,  they 
are  essential  to  complete  success  in  the  future.  No  scientific 
subject  can  now  be  fully  treated  without  an  acquaintance 
with  mathematics,  and  I  have,  in  my  experience,  found  the 
want  of  French  and  German  a  serious  drawback  and  incon- 
venience. To  a  pharmacist  a  fair  knowledge  of  both 
languages  is  of  extreme  importance,  if  only  to  enable  hirn  to 
keep  properly  abreast  'of  all  that  is  going  on  in  the  various 
subjects  allied  to  his  art. 

You  are  greatly  privileged  in  having  available  in  your  owp 
city  a  complete  and  well- organised  scheme  of  education, 
and  I  congratula'e  you  on  the  new  arrangements  whereby 
courses  in  chemistry  and  botany  may  be  taken  at  Sheffield 
University  College.  Let  me  suggest  that  (these  sciences 
should  be  studied  on  general  lines,  identical  with  other 
students,  of  whatever  faculty,  special  application  to  phar- 
macy following  in  due  and  proper  sequence.  Mateiia 
medica  and  pharmacy  should,  ia  my  opinion,  be  taught  by 
competent  pharmacists,  for  the  pharmacist  is  distinctly  a, 
specialist  in  these  departments,  and  I  have  still  to  learn 
that  Sheffield  lacks  men  willing  and  able  to  undertake  this 
work. 

Let  your  work  be  systematic,  each  fresh  subject  being 
taken  up  only  after  a  fair  grasp  has  been  taken  of  the 
former  one;  the  entire  syllabus  should  thus  be  covered 
before  entering  upon  a  final  revision  course  at  some  recog- . 
nised  institution — preferably,  pe  haps,  but  by  no  means 
necessarily,  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  School.  There  are 
some  who  consider  that  courses  of  lectures  are  no  longer 
required,  the  excellent  text-books  of  to  day  giving  all  the 
information  a  student  can  possibly  need.  I  look  upon  this 
view  as  a  mistaken  one. 

I  Believe  in  Lectures. 
Old  facts  may  strike  you  in  a  new  Pght  when  clothed  in  the 
speakei's  own  words,  and  perhaps  amplified  and  illustiated 
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by  his  own  experience.  Discoveries  which  have  not  yet 
found  a  place  in  text-books  may  be  brought  to  your  notice, 
and,  besides,  there  is  a  realism  about  the  human  voice;  it 
■can  often  drive  home  facts  which  letterpress  cannot.  But, 
better  still,  you  will  feel  the  stimulus  of  the  lecturer's  per- 
sonality, and  perhaps  imbibe  some  of  his  enthusiasm.  For 
goodness'  sake,  gentlemen,  try  to  be  enthusiastic  over  your 
work;  it  is  "good"  for  you  and  "refreshing"  for  your 
lecturer.  Professor  Banks,  of  Liverpool,  addressing  some 
students,  says  he  has  "no  liking  for  the  modern  superior 
person,  with  whom  it  is  the  height  of  good  breeding  to  utter 
short  sentences  in  a  monotone,  to  preserve  a  frigid  calmness, 
and  to  gaze  with  an  equally  stolid  and  bovine  eye  upon  a 
<lrunken  cabby  or  a  transcendent  genius;  only  do  his 
pulses  quicken  when  he  comes  to  the  consideration  of  a  shirt- 
collar  or  the  nice  conduct  of  a  clouded  cane."  I  dislike  a 
rimn  who  stifles  his  natural  emotions,  like  a  man  sitting  on 
the  safety-valve  of  a  boiler.  Try  to  like  your  work  for  your 
own  sake  ;  and  let  other  people  see  that  you  like  it  for  their 
sake,  for  enthusiasm  is  contagious.  Above  all,  let  jour 
instructors  feel  that  you  appreciate  their  endeavours  in  your 
interest,  and  remember  that  there  is  no  more  irksome  or 
thankless  task  in  the  world  than  that  of  teaching  a  lot  of 
students  who  either  think  they  know  everything  or  do  not 
want  to  know  anything. 

Do  not  rest  content  with  anything  short  of  the  Major 
qualification.  If  for  no  better  than  the  very  poor  reason 
that  it  confers  exemption  from  jury  service,  it  is,  commer- 
cially speakicg,  good  value,  as  any  chemist  will  tell  you  who 
bas  had  ten  or  twenty  days'  assize-work  at  nothing  per 
week  and  pay  your  own  expenses,  including  railway  fare  ; 
but  there  are  loftier  and  better  reasons  than  that,  obviously. 
If  pharmacy  is  worth  touching  at  all  it  is  surely  worth  your 
best  energies  and  capabilities.  You  have  elected  for 
pharmacy,  then  be  satisfied  with  no  dubious  mediocre  kind 
of  halfway  position,  but  push  on  till  you  stand  firmly  on  the 
higher  level.  There  is  always  a  satisfaction  which  cannot 
be  over-estimated  in  the  consciousness  that  you  are  as  well 
qualified  as  any  of  your  competitors,  and  there  is  positive 
advantage  if  it  happens  that  you  are  their  superior  in 
qualification.  To  the  testimonial-writer  and  mere  vendor 
of  other  people's  quack  nostiums,  the  Major  qualification  will 
be  a  useless  appendage,  and  for  the  matter  of  that  one 
wonders  why  such  a  person  qualified  at  all,  since  a  so-called 
"  patent-medicine  licence"  is  about  all  he  needs,  jilns,  perhaps, 
a  good  deal  of  cheek  and  a  little  caution.  But  those 
who  are  going  in  for  pharmacy  proper  will  find  the 
.qualification  of  pharmaceutical  chemist  a  powerful  factor  in 
their  favour.  Most  of  the  medical  men  with  whom  I  have 
come  in  contact  do  recognise  and  understand  the  relative 
value  of  the  Minor  and  Major,  just  as  we  understand  the 
difference  between  M.B.  and  M.D.,  or  between  M.R.C.S.  and 
F.R  C.S.  My  experience  is  that  the  public,  slowly,  it  may 
be,  but  surely,  arc  beginning  to  exercise  an  intelligent  dis- 
crimination in  this  matter,  which,  after  all,  is  of  importance 
to  themselves.  Lastly,  on  this  point,  is  it  not  a  fact  that 
the  best  literature  and  best  work  in  connection  with  phar- 
macy— just  the  literature  and  work  which  has  given  to  the 
trade  whatever  of  tone  it  has,  or  whatever  of  the  professional 
it  possesses,  which  has  secured  for  us  an  honourable  position 
in  the  estimation  of  the  community — we  owe  mainly  to  the 
comparatively  small  body  of  men  who  have  thought  it 
worth  while  to  become  pharmaceutical  chemists  ? 

Whether  you  remain  content  with  the  Minor  or  proceed  to 
the  Major,  as  I  hope  you  will,  take  care  that  your  qualifica- 
cation  is  the  outcome  and  result  of  good  sound  systematic 
honest  work,  and  not  the  monstrous  product  of  what  is 
known  as  cram,  by  which  I  mean  the  process  of  forcing 
mental  pabulum  into  a  subject  at  a  greater  rate  than  is 
possible  for  assimilation.  The  person  who  neglects,  or  lacks 
(as  many  do  lack),  the  opportunities  which  should  be 
afforded  by  apprenticeship,  and  then  suddenly  realises  that 

TnE  MlN'OR  JIU3T  BE  PASSED, 

endeavours  in  a  frantic  sort  of  way  to  acquire  in  a  few 
months  the  knowledge  that  should  have  been  gradually 
absorbed,  as  it  were,  in  as  many  years.  That  is  the  man 
who  needs  the  aid  of  the  "grinder"  or  "crammer,"  and  so 
commences,  as  Professor  Mitchell  Banks  puts  it,  "the  edify- 
ing operation  of  shovelling  down  the  victim's  throat  all  sorts 
of  eminently- condensed  and  highly-nutritious  foods,  Brand's 


botanical-jelly,  Valentine's  chemical-juice,  and  Liebig's  ex- 
tract of  materia  medica ;  and,  lastly  (for  there  is  nothing 
homoeopathic  in  this  system),  a  good  heroic  dose  of  pep- 
tonised  pharmacy.  Then  advances  the  gentleman  (who  has 
quietly  been  watching  the  proceedings)  armed  with  a 
stomach-pump.  '  Pray  open  your  mouth,  young  sir,  and  let 
me  put  this  tube  down  your  throat  for  a  minute  or  two.' 
Inarticulate  sounds  are  heard,  and  before  you  can  say 
'  Jack  Robinson  '  (which  I  understand  is  the  correct  ex- 
pression indicating  phenomenal  celerity)  all  the  juices  and 
extracts  are  in  the  examiner's  basin.  Has  the  student  had  a 
good  meal  ?  Not  a  bit  of  it ;  he  has  not  had  time  to  digest 
anything.  Is  this  good  for  the  stomach  ?  Of  course  it  is 
not.  Then  neither  is  a  similar  proceeding  good  for  his 
brain." 

Do  not  lose  interest  in  current  affairs  and  things  mundane, 
national  and  local. 

Pharmacy  is  not  the  Only  Thing 

in  the  universe  worth  knowing.  It  has  been  said  that 
chemists  deal  in  pennyworths  and  think  in  pennyworths, 
and  I  fear  there  is  too  much  truth  in  the  sneer,  for  they  are, 
as  you  know,  somewhat  given  to  isolate  themselves  from  the 
rest  of  the  world.  It  must  indeed  be  a  poor  sort  of  game 
when  the  shop  is  the  only  sphere  in  winch  to  "live  and 
move  and  have  our  being."  Cultivate,  I  pray  you,  the  good- 
will and  friendship  of  your  colleagues  in  business,  and  be 
cheerful;  you  will  find  it  much  pleasanter  to  travel  down 
the  steep  gradient  of  life  laughing  rather  than  crying.  Make 
yourselves  liked  as  well  as  respected  ;  do  not  be  jealous  of 
the  chemist  over  the  way,  "  who  must  live,"  as  the  saying 
goes,  though  Talleyrand  declined  to  admit  the  necessity 
implied  in  those  words.  Read  the  daily  papers,  as  well  as 
good  books  (not  goody  books),  develop  the  artistic  faculties, 
and  continue  to  educate  the  mind  in  every  possible  way, 
keeping  in  view  the  ideal  that  the  pharmacist  must  be 
fully  abreast  of  the  times,  and,  if  possible,  should  be  a  little 
ahead  of  anyone  else.  Take  a  reasonable  amount  of  exercise — 
there  is  plenty  of  choice — tennis,  cricket,  golf,  or  cycling, 
or  anything  else  that  will  help  to  keep  the  blood  circulatirg 
and  the  muscles  in  strong  and  healthy  condition.  I  was 
going  to  say  do  not  overdo  this,  a  needless  piece  of  advice 
addressed  to  chemists,  perhaps,  whose  hours  of  relaxation 
are  few  and  far  between,  but  there  is  now-a-days  danger  of 
overdoing  this  kind  of  thing,  and  to  forget  that  after  all  the 
corpus  sanum  is  merely  the  fleshly  tabernacle  of  the  mens 
sana.  I  strongly  object  to  the  too  prevalent  idea  that  the 
life  of  a  mere  athlete  is  the  highest  to  which  a  human  being 
can  aspire.  Brains  are  getting  out  of  fashion ;  it  is  all 
cricket  and  football  and  golf  in  this  country  of  ours.  Well 
might  the  German  schoolmaster  say  that  "the  English  youth 
plays  at  his  work  and  works  at  his  play."  "Why,  in  some  of 
our  great  public  schools  the  very  masters  have  to  be  athletes. 
You  have  seen,  I  dare  say,  the  usual  style  of  advertisement 
of  a  "  Junior  master  wanted,  must  be  Church  of  EDgland 
and  a  good  cricketer,"  which  reminds  one  of  the  emigrant- 
ship  of  former  days,  which  was  advertised  to  carry  a  "cow 
and  a  doctor" — the  cow  first,  you  will  notice  (Professor 
Banks).  The  worship  of  bone  and  muscle  has,  in  my 
opinion,  gone  a  shade  too  far  in  this  country.  I  trust  tbe 
pendulum  has  taken  its  longest  swing. 

Having  secured  your  qualification,  try  to  remember  the 
duty  ycu  owe  to  your  craft.  Do  not  be  shortsighted  and 
selfish  ;  remember  that  it  is  in  your  power  to  scotch  this 
gigantic  injustice  of  unqualified  joint-stock  companies  trad- 
ing as  chemists  and  druggists,  for  without  your  aid  they 
could  not  possibly  carry  on  business.  I  presume  it  is  your 
ambition  some  day  to  possess  pharmacies  of  your  own.  Are 
you  likely  to  bring  about  such  a  proper  and  laudable  object 
by  selling  your  services  to,  and  so  covering  the  otherwise 
illegal  practices  of  a  set  of  unregistered  and  unqualified  men 
who  are  setting  up  branches  innumerable  on  sites  that  ought 
in  due  season  to  have  been  occupied  by  yourselves  ?  Avoid 
these  unholy  alliances. 

Shun  the  Stores 
as  you  would  Satan.  Keep  up  the  dignity  of  your  craft. 
Decline  to  work  for  registered  chemists  who  are  guilty  of 
unprofessional  conduct,  or  for  unqualified  persons  who 
would  degrade  pharmacy  to  the  lowest  depths  of  mere  com- 
mercialism.   Shun  both  classes,  and  especially  the  last- 
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mentioned,  as  you  would  the  plague.  I  am  quite  aware  of  the 
fact  that  strong  temptations  may  be  offered  to  induce  you  to 
prostitute  your  qualification  when  obtained,  such  as  in- 
creased salaries,  shorter  hours,  and  freedom  from  Sunday 
duty.  But,  seriously,  are  those  advantages  in  themselves 
sufficient  to  induce  you  to  trail  your  professional  status  in 
the  dust ;  do  those  who  are  weak-minded  enough  to  fall  into 
the  company-pharmacy  snare  fully  realise  how  much 
mischief  they  do  at  the  time,  and  how  they  are  ruining  their 
own  future  prospects  ?  For  the  evil  does  not  end  when  any 
one  of  you  who  may  be  inveigled  into  a  joint-stock  drug- 
store leaves  the  accursed  spot  to  return  to  the  cleaner 
path  of  legitimate  pharmacy.  Just  as  you  may  prove 
lacking  in  firmness  of  principle — even  if  ordy  for  a  few 
weeks  or  months,  and  under  the  specious  plea  of 
learning  how  company  pharmacy  is  carried  on  and  so  gaining 
useful  experience — so  may  others  be  expected  to  follow  your 
example.  The  fact  that  you  have  forgotten  all  sense  of  pro- 
fessional decency,  if  only  for  a  single  moment,  may  unfortu- 
nately serve  as  a  fatal  incentive  to  others  who  come  after 
you,  and  the  same  baseless  arguments  will  be  urged  in  their 
case  as  in  yours.  No  !  the  only  safe,  loyal  and  honest  plan 
is  to  make  up  your  minds  to  starve  or  break  stones  on  the 
high-road  rather  than  do  anything,  be  it  ever  so  little,  to 
■enable  unqualified  persons  to  make  a  profit  out  of  your 
services  as  a  registered  chemist.  The  evils  of  legitimate 
pharmacy — small  salaries  and  long  hours — can  only  be  re- 
dressed in  that  way,  and  the  sooner  in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  qualified  assistants  who  decline  to  sink  their  self- 
i-espect  by  throwing  themselves  with  their  professional 
qualification  beneath  the  destroying  wheels  of  the  Juggernaut 
of  unqualified-company  pharmacy  and  so  imperilling  the 
future  of  their  craft. 

In  fact,  the  matter  is  and  will  continue  to  be  entirely  in 
•the  hands  of  qualified  assistants.  Let  them  but  be  firm  in 
declining  all  offers,  however  magnificent,  made  to  them  by 
the  proprietors  of  unqualified  joint-stock  drug-stores,  and 
every  registered  chemist  in  business  on  his  own  account  will 
at  once  be  placed  in  a  better  position  with  regard  to  his 
ability  to  increase  salaries  and  curtail  hours.  That  step 
taken,  there  would  obviously  be  no  difficulty  in  applying  suit- 
able treatment  to  the  black  sheep  of  pharmacy,  for  it  would 
be  open  to  anyone  to  decline  to  be  sweated  or  unfairly 
treated  by  fellow-craftsmen- in  business  on  their  own  account, 
and  with  a  much  better  prospect  of  successfully  combating 
evils  we  are  all  conscious  of  than  at  present.  As  registered 
chemists  and  druggists  the  ball  will  be  at  your  feet  so  long 
as  you  continue  to  act  as  assistants  ;  if  you  do  not  kick  it 
fairly  and  squarely  and  thus  secure  a  goal,  so  much  the  worse 
for  yourselves,  and  such  pusillanimous  conduct  will  have 
proved  unfitness  for  the  craft  you  are  expected  to  adorn. 

But  to  return  to  my  theme :  let  us  suppose  that  after 
■diligent  study  you  have  qualified  in  the  most  approved  and 
orthodox  style,  and  have  loyally  joined— as  in  duty  bound — 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  with  a  pious  determination  to 
take  your  share  in  moulding  the  future  of  that  representative 
body.  Well,  you  do  not  imagine  that  your  education  is 
■ended,  do  you?  Why!  "heart  alive,"  it  is  only  just  com- 
mencing. You  will  find  it  infinitely  more  difficult  to  satisfy 
and  please  a  captious,  erratic,  often  unreasonable  public 
than  ever  you  did  the  Board  of  Examiners,  for  it  is  possible 
to  delude  the  latter  occasionally.    There  is  still  the  broader 

Education  of  Experience 
to  attain,  and  that  is  attainable  only  behind  the  counter. 
No  lecturer  can  teach  you  common  sense  and  tact;  this  is 
something  altogether  beyond  his  control,  and  is  entirely 
within  your  own.  By  "  tact "  I  mean,  of  course,  that  in- 
stinctive innate  faculty  which  enables  you  to  see,  mentally, 
at  a  glance,  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  what  sort  of  a 
person  you  have  to  deal  with,  how  to  manage  him,  atd  how 
to  please  him,  to  say  the  correct  thing  at  the  right  time,  and 
to  do  the  right  thing  at  the  correct  moment.  Often  a  cus- 
tomer is  banished  by  a  silly  meaningless  phrase,  an  ill- 
timed  or  impertinent  remark,  by  manifest  incapacity  to 
understand,  or  Dy  defective  judgment  if  not  by  downright 
stupidity.  The  assistant  who  brings  out  Turkey  cups  at 
half-a-guinea  each  for  the  inspection  of  some  palpably  poor 
woman  obviously  unpossessed  of  any  such  sum,  and  calmly 
exhibits  a  card  of  penny  slate-cleaners  to  the  lady  who 
drives  up  in  her  "  coach  and  four,"  and  desires  to  purchase 


a  sponge — you  know  the  kind  of  young  man  I  mean  ;  there 
are  plenty  of  them,  and  they  do  rot  all  come  from  Sheffield. 
Cultivate  tact,  gentlemen  ;  it  is  a  powerful  lever  in  business. 

There  is  just  another  point  on  which  I  should  like  to  say 
a  few  words,  and  that  is,  the  necessity  of  keeping  yourselves 
thoroughly  conversant  with  the  laws  which  affect  and  govern 
pharmacy.  You  may  some  day  be  so  unfortunate  as  to  fall 
foul  of  some  obtuse  coroner  who  will  vehemently  lecture  and 
threaten  you  for  not  having  done  something-  or  other  which 
the  law  does  not  require  you  to  do  at  all.  Occasionally 
coroners  get  terribly  mixed  in  their  ideas  concerning  the  two 
parts  of  the  poison-schedule.  Not  long  ago  a  chemist  was 
smartly  reprimanded  for  not  registering  the  sale  of  a  small 

i  quantity  of  laudanum,  and  the  chemist,  who  was  evidently  an 
rusty  in  the  law  as  the  coroner,  promised  "never  to  do  it 
any  more."  One  of  the  trade-papers  some  time  ago  indicated 
very  plainly  what  should  be  done  when  such  instances  occur. 
There  is  really  no  occasion  to  take  your  undeserved  flogging 
like  the  man  in  George  Augustus  Sala's  story,  "lying  down." 
Be  sure  of  your  position,  and  civilly,  but  firmly,  protest 
against  these  glaring  misconceptions  of  pharmacy- law,  and 
be  prepared,  if  need  be,  to  give  a  correct  version.  The 
coroner's  court  is  an  antiquated  institution  that  seems  to 
have  escaped  the  influence  of  this  reforming  age.  The 
coroner  himself  possesses  remarkable  powers  and  privileges, 
which  are  dangerously  liable  to  abuse,  but  you  are  perfectly 
safe  so  long  as  you  are  polite  and  accurate.  I  do  not  for  one 
moment  think  that  coroners  have  any  desire  to  get  chemists 
into  trouble.  Witness — for  instance — the  handsome  way  in 
which  one  of  them,  a  few  days  ago,  withdrew  some  severe 

i  stricturesaffectiog  one  of  our  body,  and  which,  on  reflection, 
proved  to  be  unwarranted.  But  they  are  sometimes  quite 
at  sea  concerning  ourselves  and  our  laws,  and  unless 
chemists  can  defend  themselves  they  are  likely  to  have  a  bad 
time  of  it. 

And  now,  gentlemen,  a  few  final  words  to  those  who  are 
i  just  commencing  their  career.    You  have  probably  mystified 
yourselves  with  endless  details  of  what  will  be  required  of  you  ; 
1  at  any  rate,  you  will  have  grasped  the  one  appalling  fact 
that  examinations  have  to  be  passed  before  you  can  enter 
I  the  privileged  circle  of  pharmacy.    The  terrors  of  these 
,  examinations  have  doubtless  been  enhanced  by  your  friends 
j  — by  those  who  have  failed,  in  order  to  impress  you  with 
the  reasons  of  their  failure;  and  by  those  who  have  passed, 
that  you  may  properly  realise  the  value  of  their  achieve- 
ments.   To  each  one  of  you,  I  say  : 

Heed  Them  Not, 
"  they  are  fooling  thee."    Remember  from  the  very  beginning 
of  your  work  that  the  aim  and  object  of  study  is  not  in  any 
important  degree  to  enable  you  to  pass  certain  examinations, 
but  to  teach  and  train  you  in  your  work.    A  man  who  knows 

I  his  work  will  certainly  pass  his  examinations;  some  indeed 
scramble  through,  only  to  find  later  on  to  their  own  misery 
that  they  did  not  know  their  work.    Do  not  let  examinations 

|  occuDy  too  much  of  your  mind;  do  the  work  that  your 
teachers  direct  you  to  do,  and  do  it  well,  and  when  the 
time  comes  for  the  final  effort,  then  strain  every  nerve  to 
collect  all  your  knowledge  in  a  concrete  form,  and  go  in  and 
win — as  3 ou  will. 

It  is  customary,  and  in  accordance  with  tradition,  I  be- 
lieve, to  conclude  an  address  of  this  kind  with  a  panegyric 
on  the  high  and  noble  aims  of  one's  calling,  interspersed 
with  coaoplaints  of  inadequate  recognition  of  its  merits.  It 
is  not  my  intention  to  essay  anything  so  unprofitable.  It 
may  be  that  our  art — if  art  it  i; — has  something  of  intrinsic 
nobility  about  it.  Is  not  that  true  of  all  honest,  useful 
work?  But,  after  all.  surely  it  is  not  the  profession  or 
calling  which  elevates  the  man;  rather  is  it  the  man  who 
ennobles  his  occupation.  Some  men  work  to  make  a  living, 
and  some— not  many,  perhaps,  but  certainly  some— for  the 
pure  love  of  doing  good  to  their  fellow- creatures,  and  these 
men  are  "the  salt  of  the  earth."    But  I  may  presume  that 

,  the  vast  majority  of  us  take  up  pharmacy  with  the  object  of 
making  a  living— in  itself  a  very  good  object.  I  am  not 
going  to  outrage  your  intelligence  by  pretending  that  the 
public  good  is  our  only  stimulus.    You  wish  to  make  your 

I  way  in  the  world — that  is  your  primary  object.    Then  do  it 

'■  well,  do  it  fairly,  do  it  worthily,  look  to  your  own  bearing. 
'  Set  not  your  sails  to  every  passing  breeze,"  but  earn  and 

I  keep  a  character  for  independence  and  integrity.  Thus 
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shall  you  command  respect,  thus  shall  you  deserve  esteem, 
and  so  shall  jou  secure  for  yourselves  that  position  amoDg 
men  which  is  your  right  as  members  of  an  honourable  pro- 
fession, trade,  or  guild,  call  it  what  you  will. 

A  King  can  mak'  a  belted  Knight, 
A  Marquis,  Duke,  and  a'  that, 
But  an  honest  man's  aboon  his  might, 
Guid  faith  he  maunna  fa'  that ! 
The  pith  o'  sense  and  pride  o'  worth 
Are  higher  ranks  than  a'  that. 

Stand  up  for  yourselves  on  all  occasions;  I  do  not  suggest 
that  you  are  to  take  offence  when  none  is  meant,  nor  do  I 
mean  that  you  are  to  be  unduly  touchy  or  sensitive;  but,  at 
any  cost,  resent  rudeness  or  intended  slight — from  whatever 
source  it  emanates. 


The  Liverpool  Pharmaceutical  Students' 
Society. 

The  annual  meeting  of  this  Society  was  held  at  the  rooms 
of  the  School  of  Pharmacy,  Liverpool,  on  October  7.  Mr. 
R.  C.  Cowley  presided  over  about  thirty-five  members  and 
friends.  Considerable  interest  was  taken  in  the  proceedings, 
owing  to  the  recent  discussion  as  to  suspending  the  meetings 
of  the  Society.  The  report,  read  by  the  Seceetaby,  showed 
that  good  work  had  been  done  last  year,  but  the  meetings 
had  not  been  so  well  attended  by  those  for  whom  the 
Society  had  been  instituted — namely,  apprentices  and  students 
— and  there  had  been  a  heavy  decrease  in  the  membership, 
owingto  removals  from  town  and  othercauses.  The  Treasurer's 
report,  though  showing  a  slight  balance  on  the  wrong  side, 
was  considered  satisfactory,  as  a  heavy  debit  balance  had 
been  worked  off  last  year.  Twenty-two  new  members  were 
elected.  The  following  officers  were  then  elected  for  the 
ensuing  session : — President,  R.  C.  Cowley  ;  Vice-Presidents, 
Harold  Wyatt,  jun  ,  and  H.  S.  Peirson ;  Secretary,  J.  H. 
Jenner ;  Treasurer,  C.  Cooke;  and  Council,  Messrs.  Guest, 
Marshall,  Pickering,  A.  H.  Morgan,  T.  S.  Wokes,  Pratt, 
Ward! e worth,  and  Postlethwaite.  It  was  resolved  that  the 
meetings  should  be  held  monthly  in  future,  and  a  series  of 
social  meetings  is  being  arranged,  in  addition  to  the 
scientific  gatherings.  The  meeting  was  concluded  with  a 
brief  address  from  the  newly-elected  Pbesident. 


Manchester  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

The  annual  general  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held 
at  the  Victoria  Hotel  on  October  12,  the  President,  Mr.  G.  S. 
Woolley,  in  the  chair. 

The  report  of  the  Council  for  the  session  1897-8,  read  by 
Mr.  A.  Blackbtjbn,  the  Secretary,  was  as  follows  : — "  During 
the  past  session,  the  thirty- first  in  the  history  of  this  Associa- 
tion, seven  meetings  have  been  held,  the  attendance  at  which 
has  been  rather  above  the  average.  Papers  and  lectures 
have  been  given  by  Messrs.  Slack,  Turner,  Crier,  and  John 
Taylor,  and  a  discussion  on  the  metric  system  was  intro- 
duced by  Mr.  Kiikby.  Special  reference  may  be  made  to 
the  meeting  of  the  chemists  and  druggists  of  the  district, 
held  on  January  19.  The  object  of  the  meeting  was  to 
promote  trade-organisation,  and  a  resolution  was  passed 
approving  of  the  draft  Pharmacy  Bill  then  before  Parlia- 
ment. Your  Council  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  its 
pleasure  that  their  efforts,  along  with  those  of  other  Associa- 
tions, in  the  support  of  the  parent  Society,  have  resulted  in 
the  adding  of  this  measure  to  the  Statute-book.  On  January  26 
the  Right  Hon.  the  Lord  Mayor  of  Manchester,  Alderman 
Robert  Gibson,  the  first  pharmaceutical  chemist  who  has 
ever  been  selected  to  fill  the  office  of  Lord  Mayor  in  this 
country,  was  entertained  by  the  Association  at  a  banquet  at 
the  Albion  Hotel,  which  was  a  great  success.  The  Poisonous 
Substances  Bill,  1898,  received  the  attention  of  your  Council 
immediately  it  was  introduced  into  Parliament,  and  it  is 
doubtless  owing  to  the  prompt  action  taken  by  the  Council 
of  this  and  other  local  Associations  that  this  obnoxious 
measure  was  ultimately  dropped  by  the  Government.  The 
prizes  presented  by  the  President  (Mr.  G.  S.  Woolley),  Mr. 
J.  Rymer  Young,  and  also  by  the  Council  of  this  Association, 
were  competed  for  during  the  session.  The  entries  for  this 
competition  were  equal  in  number  to  those  of  former  years 


and  the  quality  of  the  papers  was  good.  The  prize-winners 
were  Messrs.  E.  J.  Chatburn,  W.  L.  Greenwood,  W.  Barnes, 
and  H.  Y.  Yates." 

The  report  was  adopted. 

The  Council  for  the  session  1898-9  was  elected,  and  con- 
sisted of  the  same  gentlemen  as  last  session,  with  the 
exception  that  Mr.  Charles  Swinn  took  the  place  of  Mr. 
W.  F.  Bates,  resigned. 

The  balance-sheet  showed  a  balance  in  hand  of  101.  6s.  Id., 
while  the  Library  Fund  remains  the  same  as  last  year, 
51.  8s.  2d. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  Mr.  A.  Blackburn,  ths 
retiring  Secretary,  for  the  efficient  manner  in  which  he  had 
discharged  his  duties. 

Mr.  John  Haerison,  J.  P.  (Sunderland),  then  delivered 
an  address  on 

Phabmacy  and  Paeliament. 

He  said  it  was  with  great  pleasure  he  had  learnt  that  fifty  * 
six  years  ago  they  had  an  Association  in  Manchester,  which 
laid  down  very  broad  principles  which  they  could  not  too 
strongly  hold  to-day.     That  resolution  approved  of  the 
general  principles  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great 
Britain.    It  was  equally  so  now ;  for  those  principles  were 
the  promotion  of  sound  education  amongst  those  who  prac- 
tised pharmacy,  the  protection  of  their  interests,  and  the 
provision  of  a  Benevolent  Fund.    They  were  carrying  out 
those  principles  as  energetically  now  as  then,  but  their  fore- 
fathers went  farther.    They  expressed  an  opinion  that  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  was  entitled  to  the  support  of  the 
trade.     It  had  not  always  been  so  since,  but   he  was 
there  to  say  that  if  they  did  not  possess  the  entire  confidence 
of  the  trade,  it  was  the  trade  which  was  at  fault  rather 
than  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.    The  past 
Session  of  Parliament,  so  far  as  that  Society  went,  was  of 
unique  interest  to  all  engaged  in  the  practice  of  pharmacy. 
In  one  year  they  had  promoted  a  Bill  in  Parliament,  and 
also  opposed  successfully  a  Bill  which  was  inimical  to  their 
interests;  and  he  thought  the  very  great  care  and  attention 
which  the  President  of  the  Society  had  devoted  to  the  pro- 
motion of  that  Bill  entitled  Mr.  Walter  Hills  to  the  warmest 
thanks  of  the  whole  trade.    (Applause.)    It  had  been  said 
in    Manchester,   What  necessity  was  there   for  a  Bill 
of  that  kind  ?    He  was  sure  they  had  all  felt  for  many  years 
that  the  constitution  of  the  Society  was  what  it  ought 
not  to  be — a  little  out  of  date.     It  was  a  sorry  spectacle 
when  they  went  to  Parliament  and  showed  that  not  more 
than  one-fourth  were  numbered  in  their  Society.    Out  of 
15,166  persons  on  the  register,  only  3  800  of  them  belonged 
to  their  Society.    Was  it  possible  to  estimate  the  loss  of 
political  power  which  followed  from  the  fact  that  so  few  of 
their  members  were  members  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  1 
Now,  all  those  3,800  members  were  entitled  to  take  office  as 
members  of  the  Council  if  elected.    In  1897,  at  the  election 
of  the  Council,  3,677  voting-papers  were  issued,  and  out 
of  these  only  2,035  persons  were  sufficiently  interested 
to  record  their  votes.    This  showed  there  was  something 
absolutely  wrong  in  their  Society,  as  there  would  be  if  it 
took  place  in  connection  with  any  other,  and  it  was  their 
duty  as  practical  men  to  look  for  a  remedy  for  such  a  state 
of  things.    Pie  believed  the  remedy  was  this :  that  a  large 
number  of  the  15,000  conceived  themselves  under  some 
political  disability  in  reference  to  the  constitution  of  the 
Society.    That  had  gone  on  increasing  from  year  to  year, 
and  it  became  their  bounden  duty  to  put  an  end  to  this 
anomaly.    What  they  had  done  was  this  :  that  every  man  on 
the  register  was  entitled  to  the  highest  position  in  that 
Society,  if  elected.   He  therefore  trusted  that  they  would  find 
that  a  large  number  of  those  who  had  hitherto  not  joined 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  would  now  deem  it  their  duty  to' 
become  members,  and  increase  the  political  power  and 
influence  of  that  Society.    (Hear,  hear.)    So  far  as  the  sale 
of  poisons  was  concerned,  he  could  place  more  reliance  on 
the  high  conscientious  discharge  of  bis  duty  by  a  properly 
qualified  chemist  than  on  the  regulations  of  aDy  department 
of  the  State.    He  had  great  respect  for  governing  bodies, 
but  he  did  not  regard  them  as  omnipotent,  and  he  thought 
the  pharmacist  was  able  to  take  steps  for  the  protection  of 
the  public  and  the  protection  of  himself  than  anything  likely 
to  come  from  any  State  department.    (Applause.)  The 
circumstances  of  the  last  few  years  did  not  show,  he  con- 
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tended,  that  their  trade  should  be  interfered  with 
as  it  had  been.  Instead  of  promoting  the  sale  of 
poisons,  it  was  rather  the  desire  of  pharmacists  to 
restrain  their  sale.  The  Government,  he  held,  had  not 
clean  hands  in  the  matter  of  the  sale  of  poisons. 
He  alluded  to  carbolic  acid.  Time  after  time  they  had 
pointed  out  to  the  Privy  Council  that,  carbolic  acid  ought  to 
be  scheduled,  but  they  persistently  refused  to  recognise  it  as 
dangerous  ;  they  rep  ied  that  they  had  consulted  the  Local 
Government  Board  on  the  subject,  and  the  Board  was  so 
impressed  with  the  importance  of  carbolicacid  as  a  disinfec- 
tant and  its  use  in  infectious  diseases,  that  they  could  not 
see  their  way  to  restrict  its  sale.  They  were  concerned  that 
no  difficulties  should  be  placed  in  the  way  of  poor  people 
obtaining  this  disinfectant.  Considered  in  that  light,  what 
could  be  said  of  the  poor  people  of  Ireland,  for  in  the  Sister 
Isle  carbolic  acid  could  only  be  got  from  a  qualified  chemist  ? 
The  poor  people  in  Ireland  were  protected,  but  in  England 
the  poor  people  were  not  protected.  He  thought  he  could 
explain  the  matter, and  show  how  it  had  all  been  brought 
about.  We  in  England  prided  ourselves  on  our  powers 
of  self-government  and  on  our  democratic  insti- 
tutions, but  they  were  governed  to  a  much  larger 
extent  than  they  thought  by  Government  officials. 
Parliament  was  not  so  strong  as  it  thought  it  was.  A  great 
deal  of  power  rested  in  the  hands  of  officials,  and  he 
thought  they  would  have  to  look  in  vain  for  having  carbolic 
acid  scheduled  in  the  list  of  poisons.  He  considered  the 
Government  remiss  in  its  duties  with  regard  to  this  acid. 
Chemists  had  been  told  that  they  had  tried  to  get  a  mono- 
poly in  the  sale  of  j_oisons,  but  if  they  did  not  want  free 
trade  in  poisons  the  best  way  was  to  place  the  sale  of  them 
in  the  hands  of  educated  men  who  knew  how  to  deal  with 
them.  (Hear,  hear.)  Another  question  he  wished  1o  touch 
upon  was  that  of  company-trading.  That  question  bad 
been  before  the  country  for  a  great  many  years.  Some 
years  ago  an  action  was  brought  against  a  co  operative 
society  for  dealing  in  poisons.  The  case  was  taken  from 
court  to  court,  until  it  final'y  reached  the  House  of  Lords, 
and  they  decided  that,  as  a  company  could  not  be  examined, 
it  was  outside  the  law,  and  could  not  be  touched  by  the 
Pharmacy  Act.  This  was  the  positive  law  of  the  country, 
for  there  was  no  appeal  from  the  House  of  Lords,  and  only 
an  Act  of  Parliament  could  deal  with  it.  Companies  were 
spreading  in  this  country  with  great  rapidity.  Some  men 
had  presented  themselves  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  for 
examination  time  after  time,  and  failed.  Their  chances  of 
passing  were  remote,  and  they  had,  perhaps,  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  it  would  be  unwise  to  proceed  further ;  and 
one  of  these  men  had  consulted  his  friends,  and  the  result 
was  that  he  formed  a  company.  He  floated  a  company — say, 
of  one  hundred  shares,  ninety  four  of  which  he  held  himself 
— and  called  himself  a  chemist;  and,  as  a  company, 
could  sell  poisons.  This  man  had  registered  himself  for  the 
full  purpose  of  evading  an  Act  of  Parliament.  The  Com- 
panies Acts,  however,  would  be  dealt  with.  A  Royal 
Commission  had  been  sitting  on  the  subject,  and  a  lot  of 
evidence  had  been  taken  ;  and  where  fraud  could  be  shown 
that  should  be  a  reason  for  dissolving  a  company,  and  where 
it  could  be  shown  that  a  company  had  been  formed  to  evade 
an  Act  of  Parliament  that  also  should  be  a  reason  for  a 
company's  dissolution.  (Applause.)  All  over  the  country 
these  companies  were  being  formed,  and  they  were  a  source 
of  danger.  Justice]1emanded  that  before  a  limited  company 
could  use  the  title  of  pharmacists  they  should  have  qualified 
people  on  the  directorate.  There  ought  to  be  some  qualifica- 
tion for  the  general  conduct  of  the  business,  and  that  was  a 
matter  he  should  like  to  see  local  Pharmaceutical  Associa- 
tions taking  up.  He  thought  a  solution  could  be  found  for 
the  evil  which  existed.  The  widows'  clause  of  the  Act,  1868, 
ought  also  to  be  dropped,  and  must  be  repealed  before 
they  could  expect  to  deal  with  companies.  He  hoped  i 
they  would  be  strong  enough  to  suppress  these  one-man  com- 
panies. It  was  necessary  they  should  profit  by  the  experience 
of  the  past.  Their  chief  duty  should  be  to  find  out  their 
weak  points  and,  if  possible,  to  remove  that  weakness  entirely. 
They  had  learnt  something  of  the  power  of  organisation,  and 
they  had  now  good  grounds  for  asking  Parliament  to  extend  i 
the  Act  of  1868  so  that  a  larger  number  of  articles  might  be 
placed  in  their  poisons  schedule.  He  urged  that  they  should 
demand  their  rights  so  long  withheld.    He  also  strongly  I 


urged  that,  if  possible,  they  should  have  a  member  of  their 
body  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  in  support  of  this  he 
had  to  remind  them  that  they  had  to  elect  Mr.  Jacob  Bell 
before  they  could  get  the  Pharmacy  Act. 

A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  Mr.  Harrison,  and 
the  meeting  adjourned. 


Ne\vcastIe  =  on-Tyne  and   District  Chemists' 
Association. 

The  second  annual  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held 
in  the  Mctropole  Hotel  on  October  12,  Mr.  T.  Maltby  Clague 
in  the  chair.  There  was  a  good  attendance.  The  Treasurer's 
report  showed  a  balance  in  hand,  and  the  Secretary  reported 
an  increase  in  membership.  A  programme  of  social  and 
scientific  meetings  for  the  ensuing  session  was  drawn  up. 
Mr.  F.  E.  Scholfield  (Morpeth)  was  elected  President  and 
delivered  an  address.  The  Secretary  (Mr.  Merson)  and 
Treasurer  were  both  re-elected. 


Plymouth,    Devonport,    and  Stonehouse 
District  Chemists'  Association. 

The  sixth  annual  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  on 
Wednesday  afternoon  at  the  Association's  rooms.  Mr. 
James  Cocks,  the  retiring  President,  was  in  the  chair.  The 
committee's  report,  which  was  adopted,  stated  with  satis- 
faction that  the  few  eligible  members  who  did  not  originally 
join  the  Association  had  nearly  all  recently  done  so.  Under 
the  heading  of  "social,"  reference  was  made  to  the  annual 
ball,  smoking-coccert,  and  the  annual  outing,  each  of  which 
was  most  successful,  substantial  balances  beirg  handed 
over  to  the  Association.  In  the  senior  section  Mr.  Hearder 
in  April  gave  a  practical  demonstration  of  his  patented 
machine  for  making  suppositoiies,  bougie?,  and  pessaries. 
At  a  special  general  meeting  in  November  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  were  urged  to  bring  in  a  Bill  containing, 
amongst  other  clauses,  one  to  exempt  all  members  of  the 
Society  from  jury  service.  The  action  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  in  recognising  dispensing  by  unqualified  persons  was 
condemned.  It  was  thought  desirable  that  a  conference  should 
be  held  to  discuss  elementary  pharmaceutical  education. 
In  connection  with  the  issue  of  the  P.B.  1898,  circulars 
had  been  addressed  to  the  medical  profession  in  the  district 
and  to  all  chemists  in  Devon  and  [Cornwall.  A  resolution 
opposing  the  Poisonous  Substances  Bill  was  sent  to  many 
M.P.'s.  Deputations  had  waited  on  Parliamentary  members 
and  candidates,  and  bad  discussed  with  them  pharmaceutical 
legislation  with  gratifying  results.  Letters  had  been  sent 
to  the  Bradford  Associa'i  >n  supporting  them  in  their  efforts 
in  placing  proprietaries  on  the  P  A  T.A.  list.  In  the  junior 
section  lectures  had  been  delivered  on  "  Our  Microscopic 
Foes,"  by  Dr.  Cheyne  Wilson;  "  Leaf-structure,"  by  Mr. 
J.  D.  Turney.  An  exhibition  and  description  of  the  new- 
lantern  and  slides  had  been  given  by  Mr.  O.  A.  Reade, 
assisted  by  Mr  Cantle.  Promises  of  45/.  towards  a  guarantee 
fund  in  connection  with  the  visit  of  the  Conference  to 
Plymouth  next  year  have  already  been  obtained.  The 
following  officers  have  b°en  appointed  on  the  local  executive  : 
Vice-president,  Mr.  C.  J.  Park;  local  secretary,  Mr.  J.  D» 
Turney ;  local  member  of  the  executive.  Mr.  G.  Breeze,  J.P.  ; 
auditor,  Mr.  F.  Maitland.  The  numerical  strength  of  the 
Association  is  139,  compared  with  130  last  year.  Thirteen 
committee  meetings  were  held,  Mr.  J.  Cocks  (the President) 
having  attended  every  one,  and  Mr.  C.  J.  Park  and  Mr.  C.  T. 
Weary  (Hon.  Secretary)  twelve  pach 

Mr.  J.  R.  Johnsox,  Ph.C  ,  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Educa- 
tional Committee,  reported  that  from  an  educational  point 
of  view  the  past  year  had  been  most  successful.  Last 
winter  classes  in  pharmacy  and  materia  medica  were  con- 
ducted fortnightly  by  him  and  Mr.  Reade  ;  there  were  six 
students,  the  average  attendance  beiog  five.  On  May  4 
examinations  were  held,  Mr.  H.  Vibert  taking  the  prize  in 
pharmacy;  Mr.  A.  Downing,  in  materia  medic •< ;  and  Mr.  M. 
W.  Hellyer,  for  best  aggregate  in  both  subjects.  Two  junior 
members  gained  the  silver  medal  and  certificate  of 
honour  for  herbaria  collected  in  Great  Britain  offtrrd  by 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society— namely,  Mr.  W.  W.  Hellyer 
(silver  medal)  ;  Mr.  F.  Reynolds  (certificate  of  honour).  In 
appreciation  of  this  satisfactory  result,  Messrs.  J.  Cox,  J, 
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Maurice,  H.  Woods,  and  P.  A.  Kelly  were  presenting 
further  prizes  to  the  two  young  gentlemen.  The  usual 
botany  course  was  again  conducted  by  Mr.  Reade 
■during  the  summer,  and  comprised  weekly  even- 
ing classes  and  monthly  rambles.  The  number  of 
•students  was  twelve,  and  the  average  attendance  eleven.  As 
Messrs.  Hellyer  and  Reynolds's  herbaria  were  entered  for  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society's  prize,  Mr.  Pickard  was  the  only  one 
to  send  in  a  collection  for  the  Association's  competition,  but 
the  adjudicators  considered  it  worthy  of  the  first  prize.  The 
examination  in  botany,  held  on  September  28  by  Mr.  J.  D. 
Turney  and  Mr.  Reade,  resulted  : — Seniors  :  Reynolds,  1st ; 
Vibert,  2nd.  Juniors  :  Pickard,  1st ;  Poad,  2nd.  Mr.  Lamble 
feindly  superintended  the  examinations  of  the  year,  and  pre- 
sented useful  books  to  the  library.  Class-fees  durirjg  the 
year  realised  31.  9s.  6d.  The  regretted  depaiture  of  Mr. 
Cantle  for  America  caused  a  vacancy  for  Curator,  a  post  now 
filled  by  Mr.  Hellyer. 

Mr.  F.  Roper,  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  trade  section,  reported 
that  the  section  had  been  largely  used  during  the  past  year 
as  a  means  of  supplying  members  with  goods  in  small 
sectiocs  on  the  best  wholesale  terms. 

The  balance-sheet,  which  was  also  adopted,  showed  on  the 
credit  side  a  total  of  38/.  19,v.  8d.,  including  a  balance  of 
6Z.  15.s'.  5d.  from  the  previous  year,  and  honorary  subscrip- 
tions 201.  19s-.  The  expenditure  was  31Z.  5s.  lid.,  leaving  a 
balance  in  hand  of  11.  13s.  9d. 

The  following  officers  for  the  coming  year  were  elected 
unopposed  : — President,  C.  J.  Park  ;  Vice-Presidents,  James 
Maurice  (Plymouth),  C.  T.  Weary  (Devonport),  O.  A.  Reade 
(Stonehouse  and  District) ;  Committee,  W.  Condy  U'Ren, 
R.  F.  Ropsr,  J.  H.  Bailey  (Plymouth),  H.  D.  Davey,  Martin 
Johnson  ("Devonport),  F.  Maitland  (Stonehouse)  ;  JuDior 
Section,  F.  M.  Morgan,  W.  Reynolds  (Secretary) ;  Hon. 
Treasurer,  W.  H.  Woods;  Hon.  Secretary,  George  Breez?; 
Auditors,  H.  P.  Hearder  and  W.  H.  Austin ;  Past-chairman, 
James  Cocks.  The  President  remarked  that  it  was  testi- 
mony to  the  energy  of  Mr.  Breeze  that  he  should  at  his  age 
have  consented  to  take  on  the  secretarial  duties. 

At  the  request  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  the  meeting 
discussed  the  question  of  the  appointment  of  local  secretaries. 
After  some  discussion  it  was  decided  to  call  together  the 
members  in  Devonport,  also  those  in  Stonehouse,  to  adopt 
respective  candidates. 

The  Education  Committee  was  elected  as  follows  : — The 
President  and  Secretary,  and  Messrs.  R.  F.  Roper,  O.  A. 
Reade,  J.  R.  Johnson,  H.  M.  Morgan,  J.  Barge.  In  supple- 
menting the  report  of  the  Education  Committee  Mr.  John- 
son described  the  steps  which  had  been  taken  towards 
getting  classes  at  the  Technical  Schools  for  students  pre- 
paring for  the  Minor  examination.  The  attempt  had  failed, 
as  it  was  found  impossible  to  fulfil  the  conditions  of  the 
Technical  Schools  Committee,  who  required  that  twelve 
students  should  join.  Only  eight  name3  could  be  got,  and 
the  Association  did  not  feel  disposed  to  make  up  the 
■deficiency  of  5/.  The  Education  Committee  had  decided, 
therefore,  to  hold  weekly  classes  in  pharmacy  and  materia 
medica,  and  also  in  British  Pharmacopce;a  Chemistry,  if 
possible  at  a  fee  of  10s.  per  student  per  class,  and  that  two- 
thirds  of  the  receipts  should  be  handed  over  to  the  teacher 
'in  each  subject. 

Mr.  J.  D.  Tuenbt  complimented  Mr.  Johnson  on  his 
clear,  concise,  and  correct  report,  and  considered  the  com- 
mittee had  done  very  well  under  very  trying  circumstances. 

Votes  of  condolence  having  been  passed  with  Mr.  Condy 
U'Ren  on  the  death  of  his  father,  and  with  Mr.  J.  H. 
Bailey  on  the  death  of  his  mother,  votes  of  thanks  were 
•passed  to  Messrs.  Reade  and  JohnsoD,  the  President,  and 
other  officers,  the  President,  in  reply,  complimenting  the 
Junior  Section  on  their  work. 


The  medals  and  prizes  won  at  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's 
■examination  by  students  of  the  Association  were  presented 
on  Tuesday  evening  by  Deputy-Inspector-General  Thomas 
Browne,  M.D.,  R.N.    Mr.  J.  Cocks  presided. 

Mr.  Park  said  it  was  uDusual  for  two  silver  medals 
and  an  honorary  certificate  to  be  won  by  a  single  local 
Association.    The  prizes  were  then  distributed  as  follows  : — 

Mr.  Harold  Morgan:  Silver  medal — practical  chemistry, 
advanced  course. 


Mr.  W.  IT.  Hellyer:  Silver  medal,  for  best  herbarium  in 
Great  Britain  ;  also  books,  supplementary. 

Mr.  H.  Reynolds:  Certificate  of  honour,  for  third  best 
herbarium  in  Great  Britain ;  also  books,  supplementary. 

Mr.  Pickard  :  Books,  for  best  herbarium  collected  duriDg 
I  the  past  summer. 

Botany.— Senior  class  :  (1)  Mr.  H.  Revnolds.  (2)  Mr.  H. 
Vibert.    Junior  class  :  (1)  Mr.  Pickard,  (2)  Mr.  Poad. 

Dr.  Browne  was  accorded  a  vote  of  thanks,  and  Mr. 
Reade  a  similar  vote  for  his  painstaking  tuition. 



After  the  annual  meeting  the  members  dined  together  at 
the  Farley  Hotel,  Mr.  C.  J.  Park  presiding.  Mr.  J.  C.  C.  Payne, 
President  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference,  sup- 
ported him  on  the  right,  and  the  company  numbered  nearly 
fifty.  Several  letters  of  apology  were  read,  among  them  one 
from  Mr.  Walter  Hills,  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  who  was  to  have  responded  for  the  toast  of  the 
Society,  but  who  wrote  regretting  that  several  other  im- 
portant engagements  prevented  him  attending.  He  said  he 
would  have  liked  to  have  dined  with  the  members  of  an 
Association  which  had  done  and  was  doing  such  excellent 
work. 

After  "  The  Queen "  had  been  honoured,  Mr.  George 
Breeze  proposed  the  toast  of  "The  Pharmaceutical  Society 
|  of  Great  Britain."  He  said  that  the  Society,  since  it  was 
empowered  thirty  years  ago  to  take  over  the  control  of  phar- 
macy in  this  country,  had  passed  through  many  vicissitudes. 
It  had  met  with  indifference  on  the  part  of  the  trade.  This 
|  indifference  merged  later  into  opposition,  and  a  rival  society 
was  established  in  Birmingham,  which  had  long  ceased  to 
exist,  but  which  had  done  good  in  drawing  the  attention  of 
j  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  to  the  fact  that  there  were 
'  other  towns  and  people  besides  London.  The  Birmingham 
Association  had  aroused  the  influence  of  provincial  chemists, 
and  had  brought  about  a  better  condition  of  things. 
Latterly  the  Society  had  shown  its  anxiety  to  identify  itself 
with  1he  best  interests  of  the  trade  throughout  the  country. 
It  had  taken  up  arms  against  the  Poisonous  Substances  Bill, 
and  the  Government  had  abandoned  that  Bill.  The 
Pharmacy  Acts  Amendment  Bill,  which  the  Council  had  put 
through  Parliament,  would  undoubtedly  strengthen  them 
very  considerably  as  an  association  of  traders.  The 
Benevolent  Fund  was  conducted  in  a  most  gratifying 
manner,  and  in  many  ways  the  Society  had  proved  itself 
most  helpful  to  chemists,  and  it  was  to  be  hoped  the  hands 
of  the  Council  would  still  further  be  strengthened.  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  C.  J.  Park,  in  reply,  drew  attention  to  what  he  said 
all  must  recognise  as  the  unfair  competition  of  company- 
i  trading.  Whether  engaged  in  pharmacy  or  not,  all  must 
[  recognise  that  it  was  unfair  for  seven  men  to  combine 
together  and  form  themselves  into  a  company  and  do  that 
which  was  illegal  for  one  person  to  do.  He  was  glad  that 
in  the  Plymouth  district  there  were  few  who  did  not  support 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  and  he  believed  there  were  only 
about  one-fourth  who  did  not  support  the  Society  actively. 
Speaking  of  the  sale  of  poisons,  he  said  it  was  not  simply 
labelling  the  bottle  or  putting  poison  in  a  particular-shaped 
bottle  that  guarded  the  public,  but  it  was  the  moral  sense 
which  the  chemist  had  of  his  responsibility. 

Mr.  J.  C.  C.  Payne  Dext  proposed    "The  Plymouth, 
Devonport,  Stonehouse,  and  District  Chemists'  Association," 
J  and  referred  to  the  honour  won  by  cn?  of  the  junior  members 
i  in  obtaining  a  herbarium-medal.     He  spoke  of  the  impor- 
j  tance  of  seniors  taking  juniors  into  their  confidence,  and  not 
:  treating  them  as  machines.    Associations  of  that  kind  bad 
the  effect  of  rubbing  off  rough  corners.    In  conclusion,  he 
remarked  on  the  energy  of  the  officers  of  the  Association, 
and  advocated  the  claims  of  the  Benevolent  Fund. 

Mr.  James  Cocks  replied,  and  referred  to  the  year  as  one 
of  great  success.  He  mentioned  that  the  trade  section  had 
further  illustrated  its  financial  advantages,  whilst  they  were 
reaping  daily  benefits  from  the  P  A.T.A.  The  Educational 
Committee  had  out-distanced  previous  years,  thanks  to  the 
efforts  of  Me=srs.  Reade  and  Johnson.  The  Association  was 
the  first  to  discuss  the  proposed  Pharmacy  Acts  Amendment 
Bill,  and  he  urged  the  formation  of  deputations  to  get  those 
who  were  not  members  in  the  district  to  become  so. 

Mr.  Reade,  in  response,  said  junior  members  were  very 
fortunate  in  being  given  a  reasonable  amount  of  time  by 
their  employers. 
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Mr.  Johnson  and  the  President  also  replied,  the  latter 
urging  assistants  to  always  confine  themselves  to  the 
legitimate  pursuit  of  their  profession.  If  they  did  not  sup- 
port stores,  which  were  often  carried  on  by  men  not  quali6ed, 
such  stores  would  soon  cease  to  exist.  No  one  dreaded  fair 
competition,  but  each  establishment  should  be  conducted 
under  the  personal  supervision  of  the  proprietor. 

Mr.  J.  Davy;  Tubney  gave  the  toast  of  "  Honorary 
Members  and  Visitors,"  and  regretted  that  the  scheme 
for  the  establishment  of  a  complete  curriculum  at  technical 
schools  this  year  had  not  been  carried  out.  Mr.  J.  BURNS 
Bbowne  (head-master  Plymouth  Technical  Schools),  in 
replying,  said  the  Technical  Committee  wanted  to  do  the 
thing  in  a  thoroughly  efficient  way,  or  not  at  all,  so  that 
students  should  not  require  training  in  London.  In  time,  no 
doubt,  students  would  realise  that  the  fees  asked  by  the 
technical  schools  were  not  high  for  the  tuition  proposed. 
Mr.  Ginn  (hon.  solicitor  to  the  Association)  also  responded, 
as  well  as  Dr.  Cheyne  Wilson  (an  hon.  member),  who 
remarked  that  doctors  should  not  dispense  their  medicines 
and  chemists  should  not  prescribe.  The  toast-list  was 
interspersed  with  songs  and  recitations,  and  before  the  pro- 
ceedings ended  Mr.  A.  D.  Breeze  was  heartily  thanked  for 
organising  the  dinner. 


Business  Cbanoes, 


Notices  of  changes  in  the  retail  trade,  and  opening  of  new 
businesses,  are  inserted  in  this  section  free  of  charge,  if 
properly  authenticated. 


Me.  Peteb  MoLLEb,  the  manufacturer  of  coddiver  oil,  has 
removed  his  London  office  from  Snow  Kill  to  18  High 
Holborn. 

Mb.  J.  H.  Heywood  has  disposed  of  his  business  at 
Atherton,  near  Manchester,  to  Mr.  W.  Holt.  The  transfer 
was  effected  by  Messrs.  Berdoe  &  Co. 

Kepebbing  to  an  announcement  made  in  this  column  last 
week,  we  find  that  it  is  not  very  recently  that  Mr.  Savage 
acquired  the  business  of  Bird  k.  Savage,  Broadway,  Crouch 
End. 

The  Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland  School  of  Pharmacy, 
lately  carried  on  by  Mr.  T.  MacKenzie,  has  been  acquired  by 
Mr.  T.  S.  Barrie,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  who  will  now  act 
as  principal. 

Mb.  J.  Williamson  has  disposed  of  his  business  in 
Church  Road,  Hove,  and  wdl  shortly  open  a  photographic 
chemist's  establishment  at  55  Western  Road,  Hove,  giving 
prominence  to  the  ./--ray  department. 

Me.  J.  H.  Cory  has  disposed  of  his  business  at  Wilton, 
Wilts,  to  Mr.  B.  W.  Leefs,  he  having  taken  over  his  late 
brother's  business  at  Newport,  Isle  of  Wight.  The  transfer 
was  effected  by  Messrs.  Berdoe  &  Co. 

Me.  Pelham  C.  Young,  of  Melbourne  House,  Preston 
Park,  Brighton,  is  going  abroad  on  account  of  ill-health,  and 
has  disposed  of  his  business  to  Mr.  J.  P.  Casewell.  The 
transfer  was  effected  by  Messrs.  Berdoe  &  Co. 

Messes.  Wing,  Aplin  &  Co.,  of  Chislehurst,  wish  us  to 
add  to  the  announcement  we  made  last  week  that  their  new  I 
partner  is  a  qualified  chemist  of  thirty  years'  experience,  and 
was  with  Messrs.  Kemp  &  Co.  (Limited),  of  Bombay,  for  j 
ten  years. 

The  premises  of  Mr.  R.  W.  Watson  in  Angel  Street, 
Sheffield,  have  to  come  down  to  make  way  lor  street- 
improvements.  The  business  was  formerly  carried  on  by  a 
Mr.  Wreaks,  who  subsequently  took  Mr.  Watson  into  partner- 
ship. Mr.  Wreaks  died  about  thirty  years  ago,  and  Mr. 
Watson  has  since  carried  on  the  business.  The  question  of 
compensation  for  Mr.  Watson's  freehold  premises  in  Angel 
Street  and  King  Street  was  referred  to  arbitration,  and  the 
sum  of  9.734Z.  5s.  9d.  has  been  awarded.  Mr.  Watson  has 
taken  eligible  premises  in  Angel  Street  almost  opposite  I 
where  he  is  now,  and  these  will  be  fitted  in  modern  style. 


"Current  Observations  on  Essential 
©ils/' 


THIS  is  the  title  of  a  new  publication  which  is  to  be 
periodically  issued  by  Messrs.  W.  J.  Bush  &  Co. 
(Limited),  essential-oil  distillers,  Artillery  Lane,  E.C.  It 
contains  a  record  of  their  own  laboratory  observations, 
together  with  recent  facts  which  bear  upon  the  analyses  or 
composition  of  essential  oils.  The  following  brief  notes  are 
extracted  from  it,  the  figures  in  all  cases  having  been  deter- 
mined in  Messrs.  Bush's  factories  and  laboratory  : — 

A  jo  wan  Oil.— Yield  2-2A  per  cent.,  sp.  gr.  0-9175-0-930, 
opticity  +  r-1-5  ',  thymol  40-50  per  cent. 

Angelica  Oil.— Root  yield  013  per  cent.,  sp.  gr.  08928, 
opticity  + 15°,  sapon.  No.,  37-7,  distils  60-70°  O,  60  per  cent.  Fruit 
oil  is  lower  in  density  and  ester  content. 

Angostura  Oil.— Bark  yield  0  55  per  cent.,  sp.  gr.  0-9364, 
opticity  — 46-3°. 

Anise  Oil. — Ripe  Russian  fruit  yield  1-25-3  per  cent.,  sp.  gr. 
0-987,  opticity- 1°,  solidified  17-4°C.  Unripe  fruit  gives  an  oil  of 
fennel-like  odour.,  sp.  gr.  0-988,  opticity  +  70°,  s.p.  12°  C. 

Bergamot  Oil  adulterated  with  lemon  oil  has  been  found  in 
the  market.  The  density,  opticity,  and  linalyl-acetate  content 
were  in  all  cases  lower  than  in  pure  bergamot  oil. 
_  Chamomile  Oil  produced  at  Mitcham  appears  to  be  much 
richer  in  esters  than  the  oil  from  plants  grown  in  Germany 
[?  Belgium]. 

Cinnamon  Oil.— Chips  yield  0-2  to  0-33  per  cent.,  quill  045  per 
cent.  Aldehyde  content  is  a  misleading  valuation,  as  the  oil,  after 
removal  of  aldehyde,  still  shows  the  cinnamon  quality.  Oils  with 
a  low  per  cent,  of  aldehyde  are  preferred. 

Citron  Oil. — A  pure  oil  gave  sp.  gr.  0-8548,  opticity  +  75-5°, 
citral  8  per  cent. 

Cumin  Oil.— Yield  2-7  per  cent.,  sp.  gr.  0'922,  opticity  +  4"8°, 
sol.  1  in  7,  80  per  cent,  alcohol. 

Elder-elower  Otto.— This  year's  otto  was  sp.  gr.  0  8461  at 
30°C,  last  year's  0-8277. 

Ginger  Oil.— African,  sp.  gr.  0-887,  opticity -37-5°  ;  Cochin, 
sp.  gr.  0  8873  to  0-8998,  opticity  -12-4°  to  27  4°,  yield  2  per  cent. 
The  higher-boiling  fractions  are  best. 

Patchouli  Oil.— Yield  H  to  3£  per  cent.,  sp.  gr.  0  980,  opticity 
—  60°  ;  imported  oil,  sp.  gr.  6'9734,  opticity  —53°. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  there  are  several  notes'in  the 
little  volume  (elegantly  bound  in  green  cloth  and"  gold) 
which  deserve  greater  space  than  we  can  spare  this  week. 
Messrs.  Bush  intend  the  book  for  their  customeis  or  likely 
customers. 


IMew  Boohs. 


Any  book  named  in  tliis  list  can  be  supplied  post-free  to  any 
part  of  the  world  on  receipt  of  the  published  price  by  the 
Publisher  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  42  Cannon 
Street,  London,  E.C. 


Allen,  A.  H.  Commercial  Organic  Analysis.  Vol.  1.  Edited 
and  partially  revised  by  Dr.  H.  Leffmann.    14s.  (Churchill.) 

Attfield,  J.  Chemistry  :  General,  Practical,  and  Pharma- 
ceutical, including  the  Chemistry  of  the  British  Pharmacopeia. 
17th  ed.    7£  x  4£.    Pp.  908.    15s.    (Gurney  &  Jackson.) 

Der?nato!ogieal  Society  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  Trans- 
actions. Ed.  by  G.  Pernet  and  W.  T.  Freeman.  1897-8.  Vol.  4. 
8vo.    5s.    (H.  K.  Lewis.) 

Livache,  A.  Manufacture  of  Varnishes,  Oil  Refining  and- 
Boiling,  and  Kindred  Industries.  Trans,  from  the  French. 
Greatly  extended  and  adapted  to  English  Practice,  by  John  Geddes 
Mcintosh.    10s.  6d.  net.    (Scott,  Greenwood  &  Co.) 

Oils,  Tallow,  and  Grease,  for  Lubrication,  d-c. ;  their  Prac- 
tical Compounding.  By  an  Expert  Oil-refiner.  7s.  6d.  net. 
(Scott,  Greenwood  &  Co.) 

Simon,  C.  E.  A  Manual  of  Cluneal  Diagnosis  by  Means  of 
Microscopic  and  Chemical  Methods.  2nd  ed,  8vo,  16s.  net. 
(Hirschfeld.) 

Soaps  :  a  Practical  Manual  of  the  Manufactureof  Domestic, 
Toilet,  and  other  Soaps.  8vo.  Pp.  xii. +  385.  (Scott,  Greenwood 
&  Co.) 

Twentieth.  Century  Practice:  Intern.at.  Encyc.  of  Modern 
Medical  Science.  By  leading  Authorities.  Ed.  by  Thos.  L. 
Stedman.  (20  vols.)  Vol.  14  :  Infectious  Diseases.  Roy.  8vo. 
Pp.612.    21s.  net ;  half  mor.  30s.  net.  (Low.) 
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Our  Gown  traveller. 


IN  the  year  1799  James  and  Edward  Atkinson,  two  brothers, 
opened  a  shop  in  Gerrard  Street,  W.,  for  the  manufac- 
ture and  sale  of  perfumery.  A  few  years  later  they  had 
done  so  well  that  they  transferred  the  business  to  Bond 
Street,  where  it  has  remained  to  this  day — an  expression  of 
the  best  and  the  highest  in 

Engli&h  Perfumery, 

and  a  name  that  is  known  the  wide  world  over.  It  is  not 
too  much  to  say  that  Messrs.  J.  &  E.  Atkinson  had  for  many 
years  a  virtual  monopoly  of  the  high-class  perfumery-trade  ; 
the  drug  trade  know  how  others  have  come  and  some  gone, 
but  the  demand  for  Atkinson's  goods  has  remained,  and  the 
firm  have  stuck  well  to  the  old  plain  style  of  bottling  and 
labelling.  Now  that  they  are  approaching  the  end  of  the 
first  century  of  their  existence,  they  propose  to  take  up  the 
best  of  fin-  de-siicle  styles.  There  is  a  growth  in  the  demand 
for  fancifully  and  prettily  put  up  goods  impossible  to  resist, 
so  Mr.  Eugene  V.  Barrett,  the  managirg  director,  has 
perfected  a  scheme  of  evolution  in  perfumery  and  toilet- 
goods  which  is  likely  to  take  his  world  of  trade  by  storm. 
To  give  the  new  development  a  good  send  off  the  firm  have 
prepared  a  new  catalogue  (magnificently  illustrated),  and 
have  turned  8  Wood  Street,  Cheapside,  into  a  city  show- 
room, which  I  had  the  opportunity  of  inspecting  the  other 
evening  along  with  Mr.  Barrett.  In  deciding  to  march  with 
the  times  so  far  as  pretty  elegance  is  concerned,  Messrs. 
Atkinson  have  wisely  decided  to  retain  all  their  old 
styles  and  to  maintain  the  standard  of  quality,  so  that 
it  should  be  perfectly  understood  by  buyers  that  they  can 
still  obtain  all  the  old  popular  forms  of  Atkinson's  goods.  I 
find  it  difficult  to  convey  in  brief  space  a  correct  idea  of 
what  the  new  development  means — new  bottles,  new  labels, 
and  new  boxes  have  been  designed  for  all  the  old  goods; 
new  goods  have  been  created,  and  for  these  bottles,  labels,  and 
boxes  have  been  produced  different  from  anything  else  in  the 
same  line  of  goods.  I  may  illustrate  the  old  by  showing  how 
"White  Rose  "  has  developed.    Fig.  1  shows  the  style  with 


Fig.  1. 


Fig.  2 


which  we  are  all  familiar;  about  a  dozen  new  styles  have 
been  added  to  it,  each  a  different  bottle,  different  label,  and 
different  finish,  but  all  the  same  perfume  and  the  same 
range  of  prices  as  before.  There  are  also  "  White  Rose " 
pomatum,  hair-oil,  brilliantine,  hair-wash,  cosmetic,  soap, 
shaving-cream,  toilette-powder — a  score  of  things,  each  of 
which  has  been  done  up  anew.  The  labels  are  executed  with 
that  delicate  taste  in  design  and  colour  for  which  the  French 
school  is  noted.  In  a  new  series  of  eau  de  Cologne  the  same 
elegance  is  exhibited.  The  label  on  the  2-oz.  is  printed 
on  wave-embossed  paper  in  tints  which  fade  from  mauve  at 
the  top  to  salmon  at  the  bottom,  and  the  title  is  in  gold 
letters  on  pale-blue  ground.   The  vase  has  a  butterfly  label  in 


pale  suits  of  violet  and  gold  with  a  lemon  centre.  Altogether 
there  are  thirteen  styles  of  containers,  and  a  distinct  labe> 
for  each,  besides  thirteen  of  the  "  Gold  medal "  eau  de 
Cologne,  thus  mak- 
ing      twenty  -  six 
designs    in  labels. 
Rich  as  these  are 
they  are  surpassed 
in  that  characteris- 
tic by  the  new  series 
"  Aoline,"  "  Afolia," 
"  Myretta,"  and 
"Pandora."  In  each 
of  these  there  are 
perfumes,  soap, 
toilet- powder,  and 
sachet-powder,  the 
same  perf  umes.sty  le 
of  label,  and  so  on 
running  through  a 
series,  eg.,    "  My- 
retta,"    but  the 
trade-marked  titles 
are  not  confined  to 
these  alone.  Thus 
I  found  "  Myretta  " 
bouquet,  also  "  My- 
retta" rose,  violet, 
Sec,       "  Myretta  " 
lavender-water, 
"  Myretta "    eaux    de   toilette,  and 
"  Myretta  "  poudre  dentifrice,  while 
there    is    "  Pandora "   pomade  and 
"Aoline"  toilet-cream,  in  addition  to 
the  perfume  soap  and  powders  men- 
tioned.   The  perfumes  of  a'l  these  series  are  of  exceptional 
concentration— in  fact,  the  makers  thought  while  they  were 
producing  articles  highly  artistic  in  get-up  they  might  as- 
well  give  special 
concentrations  in 
perfume  ;  there  are 
always  people  who 
are  willing  to  pay 
for  the  very  best, 
no  matter  what  the 
price  may  be.  The 
"  Myretta  "  per- 
fumes are  put  up 
in  li-oz.  and  3-oz. 
bottles  at  £0.s\  and 
90s.  per  dozen,  in 
boxes  containing 
one,  two,  or  three 
bottles.   The  boxes 
are  novel  in  shape 
and  different  for 
each  series.  They 
are  silk-lined,  and  the  finish  is  what  people  of  good  taste 
will  appreciate.     The  toilet-powders  are  in  blanche,  rose, 
and  brunette,  and  are  put  up  in  J-dozen  cases  as  shown, 
at  24s.  and  30s.  a  dozen.    The  boxea  are  in  various  styles; 


the  above  is  cream  leather  with  a  Grecian  band  of  blue 
and  gold.  The  soaps  are  quite  exceptional,  and  whole- 
sale at  30.*.  and  40s.  per  dozen  large  tablets,  so  that  a 
box  of  three  tablets  retails  at  10s  6d.  or  15s.,  but  in  rich- 
ness of  perfume,  quality,  and  stjle  these  ioaps  are  not 
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surpassed,  and  society  people  have  taken  to  them  with 
alacrity.  These  few  examples  of  the  new  goods  will  show 
how  thoroughly  the  firm  have  met  present-day  tastes,  and 
the  examples  do  not  cover  more  than  a  fraction  of  the  im- 
provements. Dentifrices,  hair-preparations,  toilet-waters, 
face-powders,  toilet-powders,  and  the  export  series  have  all 
been  treated  in  similar  style,  the  old  being  retained,  and  the 
new  offered  in  such  variety  that  retailers  will  be  able  to 
place  fresh  temptations  in  the  way  of  their  customers. 
•Christmas  gooes  and  presentation-cases  are  also  a  special 
feature,  but  space  will  not  permit  further  detail.  All  are  to 
be  seen  at  8  Wood  Street,  B.C.,  as  well  as  24  Old  Bond 
Street,  W.  Those  who  are  not  able  to  visit  either  place 
should  see  the  new  catalogue. 

Bottles 

are  not  a  very  promising  subject  to  one,  like  myself,  in 
search  of  novelties,  and  it  was  with  some  misgivings — ■ 
which,  however,  were  soon  dispelled — that  I  called  at  the 
showrooms  of  the  York  Glass  Company,  76  Finsbury 
Pavement,  E.C.  "  Come  in,  Chemist  and  Deuggist," 
said  the  cheery  voice  of  Mr.  Wilson,  the  London  manager ; 
"  I've  got  several  new  things  to  show  you  ;  come  into  the 
showroom."  The  showroom  is  an  apartment  crammed  full  of 
samples  of  bottles.  There  are  specimens  of  all  the  bottles 
the  firm  manufacture — from  the  lordly  specie-jar  down  to 
the  humble  caper-bottle — a  variety  of  patterns  unequalled 
by  any  other  firm.  There  are  two  huge  swan-necked  carboys, 
standing  5  feet  6  inches  high,  on  show,  and  magnificent 
samples  of  glassware  they  are.  "  It  was  in  1881,  when  the 
B.P.C.  were  looking  over  our  works  at  York,  that  we  first 
made  a  carboy  of  this  size.  The  swan-necked  shape  was  our 
own  invention,  but  we  never  registered  it,"  explained  my 
guide.  I  examined  again  the  phototype  recess  labelling  for 
which  the  firm  are  so  noted ;  the  lettering  is  done  by  photo- 
graphy, and  consequently  the  letters  are  every  one  of  them 
perfect  in  symmetry  and  finish.  A  new  variety  is  being 
introduced — a  recess-label,  in  imitation  of  the  old-gold 
ribbon  pattern — the  advantage  over  the  old  painted  label 
being,  of  course,  that  the  new  style  will  last  for  ever,  barring 
accidents.  Museum-jars  for  anatomical  specimens  in  all 
sizes  are  now  obtainable,  with  the  bar  for  suspending  the 
specimen  in  either  glass  or  vulcanite.  The  top  edges  of  the 
jars  are  accurately  ground,  so  that  when  the  circular  glass 
cover  is  placed  on  the  jar  is  airtight.  I  noticed  the  series  of 
glass  measures  graduated  with  English  and  metric  systems, 
one  on  each  side.  The  demand  for  these  is  increasing.  One 
pattern  has  a  spout  on  both  the  right  and  left  sides — a  con- 
venience which  right-handed  dispensers  cannot  fail  to 
appreciate.  The  Board  of  Trade  obtained  their  standard 
glass  metric  measures  from  the  York  Glass  Company,  which 
speaks  well  for  the  accuracy  of  the  graduations.  There  are 
many  kinds  of  quick-filtering  funnels  on  the  market,  but  the 
one  which  this  firm  make  seems  an  improvement  on  them 
all.  The  ribs  are  arranged  spirally,  and  the  spirals  being 
moulded  from  the  outer  side,  are  free  from  sharp  edges, 
which  so  often  prove  fatal  to  wet-filter  papers.  This  firm 
were  the  first  to  bring  out  actinic-green  poison-bottles,  and 
have  improved  on  the  original  tint  by  one  brighter  and  deeper 
in  colour.  In  the  same  way  the  amber  malt-extract  and 
hop-bitter  bottles  have  been  improved  by  the  introduction 
of  one  of  a  richer  ruby  tint.  A  new  form  of  stopper  for  saline- 
bottles  having  projections  round  the  edge,  which  give  a 
firmer  grip  of  it  when  it  is  wanted  to  get  at  the  contents, 
has  been  adopted.  Globular  lavender-salts  bottles  are  now 
made  up  to  8  oz. ;  they  are  of  the  new  tint  actinic  green, 
and,  being  hand-made  bottles  and  well  stoppered,  are  suited 
far  high-class  trade. 

X=Rays. 

When  I  called  on  H.  W.  Cox  (Limited),  Cursitor  Street, 
Chancery  Lane,  E.C,  the  packers  were  busy  packing  up  a 
10-inch  coil  which  would  next  see  the  daylight  in  Calcutta. 
There  is  no  slump  in  coils  yet,  I  was  informed,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  the  demand  goes  on  merrily  increasing.  Wireless 
telegraphy  requires  big  coils  as  well  as  radiography;  18-inch 
spark  coils  are  not  uncommon  for  the  former  work.  The 
"  Field "  a?-ray  apparatus  for  army  use,  alluded  to  in  the 
C,  $  D.  last  week  (page  538),  is  taking  well.  It  is  a  wonder- 
fully compact  arrangement.  "  Here's  something  you  have  not 
seen  before,"  Mr.  Cox  said,  as  he  proceeded  to  connect  up 


a  10-inch  focus-tube.  Instead  of  the  familiar  "apple-green" 
glow  which  we  are  used  to,  the  tube  was  filled  with  an  ex- 
ceedingly pretty  pink  colour.  The  rays  given  out  were  quite 
as  active  as  I  tested  by  the  screen.  I  remarked  on  the 
screen,  which  had  a  nicely- finished  mahogany  frame,  and 
whose  particles  of  platinocyanide  glistened  in  the  daylight, 
and  found  it  was  one  of  a  batch  of  English-made  screens, 
and  when  compared  side  by  side  with  the  German  article  is 
undoubtedly  superior.  The  platinocyanide  of  barium  is  on 
the  screen  in  crystals,  and  is  prepared  by  a  method,  the 
result  of  many  experiments  by  a  leading  manufacturer  of  the 
salts  of  the  precious  metals.  The  screens  are  sold  at  the  same 
price  as  the  German,  and  are  distinctly  English  in  finish. 

R.  Hovenden  &  Sons, 

of  City  Koad,  E.C,  and  Berners  Street,  W.,  are  well-known 
makers  of  chemists'  side-lines,  and  when  I  looked  in  at  the 
City  showrooms  recently  to  see  what  I  could  gather  in  the 
way  of  novelties,  I  found  so  many  that  the  search  for  a 
novelty  was  like  looking,  not  for  the  proverbial  needle,  but 
for  the  hay  in  a  haystack.  In  the  brush  department  I  saw 
cloth  and  hair  brushes  with  the  bristles  set  at  an  angle, 
making  the  brush  soft  if  used  at  an  angle,  and  hard  if  used 
straight.  There  were  also  several  combination  brushes 
and  combs  which  united  ingenuity  and  portability 
with  inexpensiveness.  In  the  puff  department  the  gilt- 
tinsel-handled  swansdowns,  in  all  colours,  were  very 
showy,  and  the  floral  puffs -a  flower  representing 
the  handle — were  novel,  as  also  was  the  purse-puff. 
Amongst  perfumes  I  caught  sight  of  a  diamond-shaped 
case,  which  looked  a  new  shape,  and  a  fancy  glass- 
stoppered  bottle  in  a  satin-lined  case  seemed  a  decent 
shilling's  worth.  The  speciality  in  this  department,  according 
to  the  gentleman  in  charge,  was,  however,  the  genuine 
Japanese-basket  perfumes.  These  baskets  are  imported 
direct  from  Japan,  and  the  perfumes  are  filled  and  packed 
on  the  premises.  They  are  got  up  expressly  for  Christmas, 
with  cards  and  ribbons.  There  was  a  good  show  of  cut- 
glass  smellers  and  a  pagoda-shaped  spray  in  frosted  opal  and 
gilt  flowering,  which  looked  enticing.  The  firm  are  particu- 
larly proud  of  their  lavender-water,  which  they  supply  to 
the  Princess  of  Wales.  It  is  put  up  in  plain  oval  bottles 
with  an  attractive  label, and  is  known  as  the  "  Maud  Millet" 
brand.  Among  manifold  toilet-preparations  I  noted  a  com- 
plexion-tonic, a  multitude  of  toilet-powders,  a  scurf-pomade 
with  a  strong  camphoraceous  smell,  "  which  does  what  it 
professes  to  do,"  said  my  guide,  and  a  "  Vanilla  cream " 
tooth-paste  in  a  long  narrow  pot  with  burnt-in  label,  and  a 
convenient  dent  in  the  top  for  the  toothbrush  to  rest  in 
when  not  in  use. 

The  Sharp  Brothers  Soap  and  Perfumery  Company 
(Limited). 

Calling  to  see  what  these  manufacturers  had  on  view  for 
Christmas,  I  found  that  the  keynote  of  their  novelties  was 


"  Rococo."  All  the  special  lines  in  perfumes  are  of  the 
"Rococo''  order,  and  to  say  that  they  are  "Rococo"  is,  of 
course,  equivalent  to  saying  that  they  are  unique  and  in  good 
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taste.  The  "Rococo"  series  are  to  be  obtained  in  boxes  of 
six  different  sizes,  and  at  prices  ranging  from  Is.  to  21s.  per 
box.  Another  pretty  line  in  boxed  perfumes  is  the  "  Floral  " 
series.  These  are  put  up  in  various  coloured  boxes  with 
hinged  lids,  which  on  opening  disclose  Japanese  pictures 
and  handsome  bottles  with  gold- block  labels.  A  special 
series  of  "Mitre"  perfumes,  with  embossed  labels  in  new 
registered  designs,  and  a  new  brand — the  "  Red  Lion,"  to  | 
wit — were  brought  under  my  notice.  These,  with  the  usual 
assortment  of  more  expensive  and  elaborate  bottles  in  satin- 
lined  plush  and  leather  cases  and  cabinets,  constituted  the 
perfumery  presents.  I  passed  on  to  the  soaps,  "to  which 
new  lines  are  being  added  every  week,"  said  my  guide. 
Then  I  was  shown  several  facsimile  window-displays.  Two 
are  got  up  for  purchasers  of  51.  lots,  and  a  better  class  is 
provided  for  101.  buyers.  One  of  the  arrangements  given 
with  a  5/.  order  is  in  green-muslin  drapery,  the  decorations 
being  white  roses,  green  rushes,  and  white-rose-and-cucumber 
soap.  The  second  is  the  "Queen's"  window,  its  principal 
features  being  Bentley's  Brown  Windsor,  "  the  Queen's 
favourite  soap,"  and  Pansies,  "  her  Majesty's  favourite 
llower."  "  And  this,"  continued  my  mentor,  as  we  came  to 
the  third  display,  "is  the  ' thirteen-to-one '  window.  It  is 
devoted  to  the  Russian-violet  preparations,  of  which  there 
are  here  represented  a  series  of  thirteen  different  articles 
from  which  the  passer-by  can  chcose.  Thus,  you  see,  the 
chances  of  a  sale  to  the  lucky  possessor  of  this  window  are 
thirteen  to  one."  The  needle-stamping  process  has  lately 
been  introduced  by  this  firm  for  some  of  their  soaps.  By 
this  the  customer's  name  and  address,  or  other  matter,  is 
pricked  in  colours  right  through  the  tablet. 


CraDe  Botes. 

THE  Formalin  Hygienic  Company  (Limited),  St.  Mary-at- 
Hill,  E  C  ,  were  awarded  a  bronze  medal  at  the  Sxnitary 
Congress  Exhibition  last  week. 

Messes.  H.  F.  Love  &  Co.,  41  Bishopsgate  Street  Within, 
E.C.,  have  been  appointed  agents  for  Mr.  Theodor  Leon- 
hard,  Paterson,  New  Jersey,  U.S  A„  beeswax  bleacher  and 
merchant. 

"  Peabs's  Annual  "  for  1898  is  to  contain  a  new  novel 
entitled  "Who  Fears  to  Speak  of  Ninety-Eight?"  by  R.  E. 
Francillon,  with  thirty-two  illustrations  by  Frank  Dadd,  and 
with  this  will  be  presented  reproductions  in  colours  of  three 
notable  pictures — namely.  "  The  Captain  of  the  Eleven."  by 
P.  H.  Calderor,  R.A.;  "  Naughty  Polly,"  by  A.  W.  Holden"; 
and  "The  Sunny  South."  by  W.  S.  Coleman.  The  whole 
will  be  sold  to  the  public  at  Is. 

Antiseptic  Dressings. — A  new  edition  of  the  catalogue 
of  Mr.  John  Milne,  antiseptic- dressings  factory,  Ladywell, 
S.E.,  has  reached  us.  'lhe  book  contains,  besides,  a  full 
list  of  all  the  antiseptic  dressings  with  which  the  name 
of  Milne  has  become  indissolubly  associated,  all  manner 
of  little  conveniences  for  antiseptic  surgery  which  sur- 
geons cannot  fail  to  appreciate.  With  the  catalogue  we 
also  received  a  sample  of  Milne's  double-cyanide  gauze. 
Mercurialism  has  never  been  known  to  follow  its  use,  and  as 
we  are  informed  much  sham  cyanide  gauze  is  being  offered 
at  cheap  rates,  we  are  pleased  to  have  an  opportunity  of 
calling  attention  to  the  genuine  article. 

Winter  Lozenges. — Messrs.  J.  Denoual  &  Co.,  Carlton 
Works,  New  Cross  Road,  S.E.,  are  making  (by  hand)  a  good 
"  Linseed,  Liquorice  and  Chlorodyne  Lozenge  "  for  winter 
trade,  which  they  offer  at  a  fine  price  in  cwt.  quantities. 
They  are  an  effective  cough-lozenge.  Gum-goods  are  another 
speciality  of  this  firm,  their  glycerine  jujubes  being  coated 
and  nice  to  taste.  They  are  put  up  in  21b.  and  4-lb.  tins. 
These  are  a  start  to  a  whole  series  of  throat  pastilles  made 
with  the  glycerin-gum  basis.  The  firm  have  issued  a  new  price 
list  of  capsules,  lozenges,  cachous,  crystallised  pastilles, 
essential  oils,  fruit- essences,  sundries,  &c,  which  they  will 
send  to  any  chemist  who  applies  for  it. 


Japanese  soap  to  lhe  vdue  of  9  818Z.  was  exported  in 
1837  as  compared  with  11.935/  in  1£96. 


photoorapbic  IRotcs. 

BY  A  PHARMACEUTICAL  CAMERIST. 


I  AM  asked  occasionally  how  to  register  the 

Copyright  op  a  Photograph. 
Copyright-forms  are  obtainable  from  the  Registrar,  Copy- 
right Office,  Stationers'  Hall,  E.C.— a  dozen  will  be  sent  in 
return  for  a  Is  postal  order.  There  are  instructions  printed 
on  each  form.  The  fee  is  Is.  for  each  photograph,  a  copy 
of  which  has  to  be  sent  with  the  application.  -Many  amateurs 
would  register  special  photographs  did  they  know  what  a 
simple  matter  it  is. 

A  Suggestion. 

Will  some  photographic-sundries  house  bring  out  a  hypo- 
sulphite measure,  after  the  style  of  the  familiar  seltzogene- 
powder  measures  1  I  should  imagine  such  a  contrivance 
would  find  a  ready  sale  among  amateurs — and  one  could  be 
made  fairly  accurately  to  hold,  say,  2  oz. — now  that  granular 
hypo,  is  so  generally  used.  Glass  or  earthenware  would  be 
preferable  to  metal,  although  a  wooden  measure  would  have 
many  advantages. 

An  Idea  prom  Motherwell. 

Mr.  John  C.  Begg,  chemist  and  druggist,  Motherwell,  has 
adopted  a  good  idea  for  pushing  the  sale  of  photographic 
j  chemicals  and  materials,  of  which  he  makes  a  speciality. 
I  Amateur  photographers  in  Motherwell  have  been  induced 
j  to  lend  him  some  of  their  negatives,  and  t  e  exhibits  the 
photos  in  his  window.  Many  of  these  are  local  views,  and 
great  interest  is  taken  in  them  by  the  public.  The  results 
tend  to  infect  other  hitherto  innocent  people  with  camer- 
istic  tendencies. 

Royal  Photographic  Society. 

On  October  11  the  Earl  of  Crawford,  President  of  the 
Society,  gave  the  annual  address  to  the  members.  In  the 
course  of  the  address,  hi3  Lordship  urged  the  attachment  of 
a  photog.aphic  department  to  the  British  Museum,  for  the 

!  purpose  oE  producing  faithful  reproductions  of  the  unique 
and  rare  articles  contained  there,  and  disseminating  them 

j  among  the  public  libraries  asd  reading-rooms  in  the  country. 
He  was  convinced,  he  said,  that  if  the  experiment  were  tried 
for  a  year  the  success  would  be  such  as  to  lead  the  Govern- 
ment to  extend  the  scope  of  it  to  other  equally  important 
collections,  such  as  the  National  Gallery  and  South  Ken- 
sington Museum.  Such  a  department  would  be,  he  said,  in 
a  short  time  self-supporting,  and  in  due  course  lead  to  the 
advancement  of  photographic  education  and  due  recognition 
of  photographers  by  the  State. 

Photographic  Technics. 

The  course  of  classes  in  photography  and  phot>engraving 
commences,  at  the  Regent  Street  Polytechnic,  at  the  end  of 
this  month.  The  opening  night  is  Tuesday,  October  18, 
when  Mr.  Howard  Farmer  will  give  a  resume  of  the  work  of 
the  ensuing  session,  and  Mr.  J.  D.  Geddes  an  address  on 
"  The  Application  of  Photographic  Methods  to  Modern 
Colour-printing."  Chemists  interested  in  the  photographic 
side-line  would  do  well  to  procure  a  syllabus  and  take  a 
course  of  lectures  in  any  of  the  branches  of  art  in  which 
they  require  special  training. 

Dark-rooms. 

The  following  chemists  may  be  added  to  those  who  have 
dark-rooms : —  a 
Buckie.— Mr.  G.  P.  Gibson. 

Landport. — Perfect  k.  Co.,  161  Commercial  Road. 
Sligo — C.  J.  Denning. 

Wolverhampton. — H.  E.  Cullwick,  42  Dudley  Street. 


The  Sicilian  Sulphur-trade,  which  represents  an 
annual  value  of  30,000,000  lire  and  employs  about  30,000 
miners,  has  been  in  a  more  settled  condition  since  the 
Anglo-Sicilian  Sulphur  Company  (Limited)  commenced 
operations.  The  company  does  not  export  the  sulphur  but 
sells  it  to  the  large  export- firms  of  Sicily. 
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Correspondence. 


In  writing  letters  for  publication  correspondents  should  adopt 
a  concise,  but  not  abbreviated,  style.    They  are  requested  to 
write  on  one  side  of 'the  paper  only.   Letters,  with  ■ 
Notice  to     or  wit]wut  a  nom- de-plwme,  must  be  authenti- 
dents  S*>tm"  cated  by  the  name  and  address  of  the  writer. 

Queries  should  be  written  on  separate  pieces  of 
paper,  and  the  regulations  printed  under  the  sections  to  which 
tliey  apply  should  be  strictly  observed. 


Mr.  McKnight's  Quotation. 

Sir, — I  would  be  obliged  if  Mr.  McKnight  would  verify 
his  quotation,  as  I  cannot  find  it  in  my  address,  which  is  fully 
and  accurately  given  in  your  issne  of  October  8. 

I  would  take  this  occasion  to  thank  you  for  the  very  full 
report  of  the  proceedings  of  our  Society  during  the  week. 

Yours  truly, 

ROBEBT  J.  DOWNES, 

Dublin,  October  8.  President. 

The  Irish  Council  Election. 

Sie,  — I  am  glad  to  see  from  the  report  of  the  annual 
me  eting  of  the  Irish  Pharmaceutical  Society  that  the  gentle- 
men have  repudiated  the  objectionable  circular  bearing  their 
names.  It  was  by  error  my  name  remained  on  the  list  of 
those  seeking  re-election ;  it  was  not  my  intention  that  it 
should  be.  1  therefore  did  not  reply  to  the  several  circulars 
issued. 

I  cannot  blame  the  electors  for  voting  as  directed  by 
the  several  documents  placed  before  them,  in  which  I  was 
represented  as  one  unworthy  of  their  confidence,  beiDg  a 
supporter  of  store-pharmacy,  and  all  that  that  term  implies. 
I  have  now  to  say  the  statement  is  utterly  false  ;  no  man  in 
Ireland  has  worked  harder  against  store-pharmacy  than  I 
have,  and  had  my  advice  been  taken  company-pharmacy 
would  have  been  now  dead.  But  my  advice  was  not  taken, 
so  we  have  what  we  have  to-day.  I  consider  store-pharmacy 
most  unfair. 

Under  the  present  state  of  the  law  I  have  done  what  I 
consider  my  duty  to  do — that  is,  for  chemists  to  combine 
amongst  themselves  to  oppose  store-pharmacy.  I  have 
associated  myself  with  gentlemen  every  one  qualified  phar- 
maceutical chemists.  There  is  not  a  man  in  our  firm  but  is 
legally  qualified  to  keep  open  shop  and  compound  prescrip- 
tions. IWore  than  this  I  could  not  do  to  uphold  the  prestige 
of  our  calling.  I  will  at  all  times  seek  the  welfare  of  our 
profession,  and  will  be  pleased  to  further  any  movement  for 
our  mutual  benefit. 

There  is  one  thing  I  deeply  regret— that  is,  the  gentlemen 
whose  names  appear  on  the  objectionable  circular  refrained 
from  informing  the  electors  that  it  was  a  forgery  until 
the  election  was  over,  when  their  statement  was  of  no 
practical  use. 

I  believe  every  fair-minded  man  would  a  thousand  times 
rather  be  defeated  than  gain  a  victory  by  such  unworthy 
weapons.  I  am,  Sir, 

Yours  faithfully, 
30  and  32  Upper  Baggot  Street,  H.  Conyngham. 

Dublin,  October  11. 

Minor  Matters. 

Sib, — Your  columns  have  always  been  available  for  giving 
expression  to  assistants'  grievances  and  in  affording  means 
of  redressing  the  same,  so  with  your  kind  permission  I 
desire  to  refer  to  the  practical  portion  of  the  Minor  exami- 
nation. The  examination  in  chemistry  is  certainly  conducted 
on  fair  and  square  lines ;  but  not  so  the  pharmacy  and  dis- 
pensing. In  the  chemical  laboratories  there  is  perfect 
order,  and  every  assistance  is  given  to  obtain  reagents  or 
information  required,  and,  finally,  the  work  is  judged.  In  the 
dispensaries  my  experience  has  been  that  one  may  ask  for 
an  article,  and  may  get  it,  or  may  be  told  to  find  it,  and 
eventually  after  waste  of  time  fail  to  get  a  thing  which 
would  cost  the  examiner  no  trouble  to  paint  out.  Be-ides, 
I  have  observed  that  the  prescriptions  given  are  often 
tricky,  and  not  such  prescriptions  as  occur  day  by  day. 


Certainly  they  are  not  fair  tests  of  a  man's  general  com- 
petence. One  has  only  to  compare  a  batch  of  examination- 
prescriptions  with  those  which  come  over  the  counter  to  see 
that  the  examination  ones  are  not  a  test  of  present-day  dis- 
pensing, or  of  the  candidate's  fitness  to  "  keep  open 
shop,"  but  of  his  dexterity  in  reaching  an  arbitrary 
standard  in  dispensing  which  exists  nowhere  but 
in  the  examiners'  judgment.  I  maintain  that  the- 
Minor  examination  in  dispensing  should  consist  in  giving 
candidates  prescriptions  written  by  medical  practitioners  of 
the  present  time.  This  would  be  a  test  of  the  candidate's 
fitness  to  serve  the  public.  What  the  examiners  seem  to  do 
is  to  concoct  rr  select  prescriptions  which  will  worry  candi- 
dates most ;  they  try  their  full  strength  at  one  shot,  so  to 
speak.  1  respectfully  submit  that  this  is  a  sure  way  to  make 
failures.  Speaking  for  many  candidates,  I  say  that  what  we- 
want  is  a  good  three  hours'  work  at  ordinary  dispensing, 
and  the  ingredients  of  the  prescriptions  placed  upon  our 
benches  (nothing  more),  so  that  we  may  not  require  to  waste 
time  in  looking  for  them  in  a  dispensary  with  which  we  are 
not  familiar.  Yours,  &c. 

October  1.  Spebo.  (54/22.) 

[This  complaint  about  having  to  search  for  prescription- 
ingredients  in  a  strange  dispensary  is  somewhat  common, 
although  the  substances  are,  we  understand,  arranged 
alphabetically.  We  think  it  might  be  met.  After  all,  Minor 
candidates  are  men  who  wish  to  prove  their  competence  as 
chemists  and  druggists,  and  every  facility  should  be  given 
them  to  that  end.  There  are  few  competent  dispensers  who- 
have  not,  when  getting  to  a  new  berth,  felt  handless  and 
inexpert  owing  to  the  strangeness  of  the  surroundings,  and 
these  are  exactly  the  conditions  in  which  Minor  candidates 
are  placed.  We  should  like  to  know  more  about  the  pre- 
scriptions now  given  at  the  Minor  before  expressing  an 
opinion  about  "  Spero's  "  complaint  on  the  score.  Perhaps- 
October  candidates  will  send  us  what  they  have  got. — Ed. 

a  s-  2>.] 

Since  the  foregoing  has  been  put  in  type  we  have  received 
the  following  from  an  Edinburgh  candidate.  The  first  cor- 
respondent refers  to  the  London  examinations,  and  we  should 
like  to  get  a  similar  set  of  London  prescriptions. 

Sir, — I  enclose  a  few  examples  of  prescriptions  set  to  can- 
didates at  two  recent  Minor  examinations  in  Edinburgh, 
and  would  ask  you  or  your  readers  to  say  whether  such 
arithmetical  problems  can  be  considered  as  a  fair  test  in  dis- 
pensing. Quoting  from  the  syllabus  issued  by  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  for  the  guidance  of  students  in  practical 
dispensing,  the  examinee  is  "  to  weigh,  measure,  and  com- 
pound medicines ;  write  the  directions  in  concise  language,  in 
a  neat  and  distinct  hand  ;  to  finish  and  properly  direct  each 
package."  As  I  read  it  the  candidate  is  required  to  show  a 
practical  knowledge  of  the  art  of  dispensing.  Percentage- 
calculations  present  no  difficulty  when  the  prescription  shows 
plainly  what  is  wanted ;  but  in  many  of  those  I  send  no  one, 
unless  the  prescriber,  can  definitely  say  what  may  be  the  in- 
tention of  the  prescriber.  It  is  a  notorious  fact  that  can- 
didates are  constantly  being  rejected  through  their  inability, 
in  the  limited  time  at  their  disposal,  to  fathom  puzzles  which 
the  examiner  has  had  three  months  or  more  tq  meditate  on. 
I  am,  &c, 


October  10. 

Make  2  oz.  glycer.  amyli,  al- 
lowing for  25%  water  lost  by 
evaporation. 


Acid,  carbolic.  ... 

„    salicylic.  ... 
Zinci  oxid. 
Gelatin. 
Glycerin,  ad 

Acid,  boric. 

,,  benzoic.  ... 
01.  eucalypt.  ... 
Spt.  vini  rect.  ... 
Aq.  dest. 

Mitte  0iv. 

01.  eucalypt.  ... 
Zinci  oxid. 
Glycer.  amyli  ad 


2% 

3% 
10% 
15% 

Si- 

2% 
•65% 
•1% 

32-25% 

65% 


2% 
6% 

Si. 


Duke  St.  Lane.  (63/14.) 

Make  5SS-  chloral  cum  cam*' 
phor. — equal  parts. 

Make  5ij.  of  a  1%  sol.  cocain. 
hydrochlor.,  the  menstruum  to 
contain  1  in  4,000  hyd.  perchlor. 

Make  3j-  of  a  glycer.  acid, 
boric,  the  finished  product  to- 
contain  1  in  5  by  volume. 

Make  1  oz.  sol.  hyd.  perchlor. 
of  such  a  strength  that  5j- 
added  to  20  oz.  of  water  will 
give  a  lotion  0'023% . 

Make  5ij-  of  a  sol.  argent, 
nit.  so  that  5  minims  added  to 
4  tablespoonfuls  of  water  will 
give  a  solutioi  containing  1  in 
10,000. 
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Ouotio.  acid,  boric.      ...  1% 
Sol.  cocain.  hydrochlor.  0'5% 
aa  5'j- 

01.  morrliuce  100 

Phosphori    0-01% 

Mitte  §vj. 

Hydrarg.  perchlor.    ...    gr.  v. 

Acid,  boric  2% 

Mist,  amygd.  ad        ...  Sviij 

-Zinci  oxid.       ...       ...  5% 

Acid,  carbolic   2% 

Mist,  amygd.  ad        ...  Jvj. 

Make  of  a  C'1%  sol.  of 
iiydrarg.  perclilor.  in  glycerin. 

Make  100  minims  of  a  sol. 
atropin.  sulpli.  l%,with  0'1% 
acid,  salicylic,  by  volume. 

Make  §ij.  sodii  citro-tart. 
effervesc.  containing  2%  caffein. 
cit.  Allow  17%  for  loss  by 
evaporation. 

Make  2  oz.  sodii  citro-tart. 
•  effervesc.  reckoning  that  111 
parts  lose  11.  Each  5j-  to  con- 
tain 2  gr.  caffein.  cit. 

Acid,  citric   gr.  72 

„     tartaric.  ...  gr.  60 

Sodii  bicarb   gr.  150 

Lith.  cit.        ...       ...  q.s. 

Make  an  effervescing  granu- 
lar powder  which  will  contain 
3  gr.  lithii  citras  in  5j-  Loss 
by  evaporation  is  15%. 


Hyd.  oxid.  flvs 
Ol.  oliv;c 
Vaselin  ad 

Menthol. 
Ol.  eucalypt. 
Paraff.  liquid. 

Menthol. 
Cocain  ae 
Ol.  cassia? 
Tr.  benz.  co. 

Menthol. 
Ol.  eucalypt. 

Terebene 

Thymol. 
Acid,  carbolic 
Spt.  vini  rect. 
Glycerin. 
Aq.  dest.  ad 

Ft.  sol 

Ichthyol. 
Ol.  cadini 
Ol.  olivae 
Liq.  calcis 

Mitte  5iv. 


(gr.  iv.  ad 

ttix. 

5ij. 

...  1% 

  2-05% 

d       ...  3j. 

  2% 

...  gr.  j. 

  1% 

  5j. 

...  gr.xxij. 

 20% 

of  total  volume 

.     ...  5vj. 

  0  050 

 0-025 

 1-5C0 

  2000 

 10-C00 


Mitte  5vj. 


2% 
10% 
43% 
40% 


30  gr. 
18  gr. 
17  gr. 
52  gr. 


Sodii  bicarb. 
Acid,  tartaric.  ... 

„  citric. 
Si' cch.  alb. 

Allow  15%  for  evaporation, 
and  add  4%  caffein.  cit. 

[We  have  no  hesitation  in  sayiug  that  some  of  these 
prescriptions  are  absolutely  ridiculous,  and  unworthy  of  men 
in  a  judicial  position. — Ed.  C.  $  B  ] 


Make  6  oz.  antiseptic  solution 
to  contain 


Acid,  carbolic, 
Hyd.  perchlor. 
Glycerin. 


1-75% 

01% 

0-75% 


Make  of  glycer.  acid,  boric. 
(1-5H-BO-)  to  contain  -75% 
resorcin. 

Prepare  an  ointment  of  acid, 
carbolic.  5%  with  1  in  £0 
glycerin  and  hard  (1)  and  soft 
(2)  paraffin  basis. 


President  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Great  Britain, 
sjicakrng  on  May  4. 

"Whilst  it  is  desirable  that 
students  shall  make  themselves 
acquainted  with  the  changes  in 
the  new  BP.,  which  is  now 
•official,  I  wish  to  make  the 
statement  that  their  knowledge 
will  not  be  tested  before  the 
■January  examination,  1899. 


Extract    from  Minor  candi- 
date's letter,  October  6. 

I  was  up  for  my  first  day  on 
September  — ,  and  did  a  suc- 
cessful day's  work.  Everything 
turned  out  beautifully  in  dis- 
pensing, and  the  results  were 
right  in  chemistry.  So  I  went 
up  for  the  final  this  week, 
feeling  rather  cocksure,  and 
came  out  on  pharmacy — made 
a  mess  of  the  new  B.P.  estima- 
tions of  the  alkaloids. 

Division  of  "Minor"  and  "Major." 

Sib, — I  have  read  with  considerable  pleasure  and  interest- 
the  admirable  address  of  Sir  Jas.  Crichton  Browne,  delivered  to 
tire  students  of  the  School  of  Pharmacy  last  week.  It  is  very 
gratifying  to  find  such  an  eminent  member  of  the  medical 
profession  so  well  versed  in  the  politics  of  the  "  Society," 
and  the  conditions  under  which  the  members  of  our  craft 
are  compelled  to  pursue  their  calling.  I  am  particularly 
delighted  that  both  Sir  James  and  our  esteemed  President, 
Mr.  Walter  Hills,  have  given  public  expression  to  their 
opinions  on  the  division  of  the  Minor  examination,  because 
this  has  been  a  long- cherished  idea  of  mine,  and,  in  my 
humble  opinion,  would  be  a  wise  policy  to  adopt.  I  believe 
that  not  only  would  it  cause  less  strain  on  the  mental  and 
physical  powers  of  the  student,  but  would  ensure  a  more 
thorough  and  satisfactory  study  of  the  subjects  of  examina- 
tion, and  hence  more  capable  pharmacists.  All  students  of 
pharmacy  are  cot  in  a  position  to  spend  long  periods  of  time 
for  study  at  the  "  Square,"  or  other  school  of  pharmacy,  nor 
are  all  placed  where  hours  of  business  are  short  or  time  is 


allowed  for  classes  or  study,  or  even  where  science-classes 
exist ;  but  many  worthy  and  industrious  young  men  have  to 
pursue  their  studies  under  very  onerous  and  discouraging 
conditions  calculated  to  interfere  with  health.  It  is  on 
account  of  the  latter  class  of  students  especially  that  I 
desire  to  seethe  examinations  divided,  and  I  believe  it  would 
be  a  most  welcome  innovation.  Wo  have  the  example  of  the 
medical  examining  bodies  for  adopting  such  a  course,  as  Sir 
James  stated.  Further,  I  would  like  to  see  the  "Major" 
divided,  as  I  believe  many  "Minor"  men,  whose  time  is 
almost  wholly  occupied  in  business,  would  proceed  to  the 
more  honourable  "  Maj  or  "  if  it  were  divided,  say,  into  two 
parts — one  to  include  physics,  theoretical  and  practical 
chemistry,  and  the  other  mateiia  niedica,  botany,  and  micro- 
scopy. May  I  suggest  to  the  various  local  associations  that 
this  subject  is  worthy  of  discussion  at  some  of  their 
meetings  ? 

Edmund  Jones, 
Hon.  Sec.  North  Staffordshire  Chemists'  Association. 
October  11. 

Quinine-wine. 

Sib, — The  alteration  in  the  formula  of  the  above  by  the 
substitution  of  hydrochloride  of  quinine  for  sulphate  of 
quinine  and  citric  acid,  although  from  the  theorist's  point  of 
view  an  improvement,  does  not  appear  to  be  satisfactory  in 
practice. 

I  have  made  several  quantities  with  various  samples  of 
orange- wines,  answering  the  tests  and  characters  of  the 
Pharrnacopaia,  but  have  cot  been  able  to  obtain  the  wine  in  a 
bright  condition,  and  although  it  may  be  filtered  bright,  the 
product  rapidly  becomes  turbid  again,  a  slight  change  of 
temperature  being  apparently  able  to  bring  this  about. 

Possibly  one  of  your  readers  can  suggest  a  means  of 
overcoming  the  difficulty. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Agnostic.   (58/65 ) 

lie  Trade-marks  in  Zanzibar. 

SiB  — I  have  lately  had  some  correspondence  with  the 
Foreign  Office  as  to  the  protection  of  trade-marks  in  Zanzibar. 
It  may  interest  your  readers  to  know  that  infringers  of  British 
and  B.ituh  Indian  nationality  are  dealt  with  by  the  British 
Consular  Court  j  in  Zanzibar  under  the  Patents,  Designs,  and 
Trade-marks  Acts,  1833  to  1838,  and  the  Indian  Penal  Code. 
Both  tbe  Acts  and  the  Code  define  a  trade-mark  as  being  one 
registered  under  the  Patents,  Deigns,  and  Trade  marks 
Acts,  1833  to  1883;  consequ-ntly,  as  in  this  country,  and  in 
India,  it  is  necessary  for  a  trade- mark  to  be  entered  on  the 
Imperial  Register  kept  in  London  in  order  that  proceedings 
for  infringement  may  be  taken,  so  in  Zanzibar,  where  these 
statutes  also  have  force  and  effect,  it  is  also  necessary  that 
the  mark  be  eatered  on  the  Imperial  Register  in  London.  In 
order  that  the  British  Consular  Courts  in  Zanzibar  may  have 
cognisance  of  such  registration,  it  is  advisable  to  record  at 
the  British  Consulate  a  certificate  showiDg  that  the  mark 
has  been  entered  on  the  Imperial  Register.  In  the  opinion 
of  the  judge  of  her  Majesty's  Court  such  recordal  would  be 
sufficient  to  protect  the  interests  of  the  parties  concerned. 
If  it  is  desired  to  secure  protection  in  Zanzibar  against 
foreign  offenders,  being  subjects  of  Powers  having  treaties 
with  Zanzibar — i.e.,  France,  Germany,  Austria,  Italy,  Belgium, 
Portugal,  and  the  United  States — the  mark  should  first  be 
registered  in  those  countries,  and  then  be  recorded  in  Zan- 
zibar at  the  respective  consulates.  The  above  applies  to  the 
Sultan's  dominions,  both  in  the  island  and  oa  the  coast,  with 
this  qualification,  that  the  German  Government  has  re- 
nounced its  exterritorial  jurisdiction  on  the  mainland  so 
that  Indian  law  coald  be  applied  there  to  German  offenders. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Reginald  W.  Babkeb. 
Vulcan  House,  56  Ludgate  Hill,  London,  EC. 
October  7. 


Dispensing  Notes. 


Borax-and-Mucilage  Mixture. 

Sip,— '  Incompatible"  has,  I  fear,  not  srffijiently  per- 
ceived the  serious  import  of  his  le:.er.    F~r  if  bis  explana- 
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tion  be  true,  then  all  those  of  us  (including  Mr.  Martindale) 
who  managed  to  make  up  the  mixture  without  making  a 
jelly  must  have  used  poor  or  inferior  gam — such  gum  as 
"  Incompatible "  would  not  have  on  his  premises,  but  has 
to  send  for  specially  to  make  the  mixture.  This  is  very 
poor,  and  is,  moreover,  incorrect.  For  I  have  made  a 
mucilage  with  the  best  white  powdered  gum,  and  with  it 
have  found  no  more  difficulty  in  making  up  the  mixture,  as 
Mr.  Martindale  suggested,  than  I  did  with  mucilage  made 
in  the  ordinary  course.  "  Incompatible  "  had  better  try 
again — both  at  the  mixture  and  at  an  explanation  of  his 
inability  to  do  what  so  many  others  find  no  difficulty  with. 

Yours  faithfully, 
76  Kensington  Park  Road,  W.,         Herbert  Roberts. 
October  3. 

[Our  correspondent  overlooks  the  fact  that  "  Incom- 
patible "  has  made  the  mixture  limpid  and  gelatinous.  Mr. 
Martindale's  mixture  was  viscous  although  not  gelatinous.  We 
think  "  Incompatible "  has  got  very  near  the  truth,  and  it 
does  not  necessarily  reflect  upon  those  who  have  succeeded 
in  makiDg  the  mixture  limpid.  There  are  many  kinds  of 
gum  arabic  in  commerce  which  conform  to  the  B.P.  descrip- 
tion so  far  as  appearance  and  solubility  are  concerned,  and 
it  is  fair  to  argue  that  only  those  gums  which  give  a 
gelatinous  mixture  with  borax  are  pharmacop<eial.  But  we 
question  if  our  knowledge  of  the  composition  of  various 
B.P.  acacia  gums,  of  their  condition  when  fresh  and  old,  or 
the  changes  which  may  take  place  on  comminution  or  solu- 
tion, is  such  as  to  warrant  anyone  being  confident  that  the 
gelatinisation  is  due  to  this  or  that.  Moreover,  what  are 
"gum.  acacipe  turc.  alb.,"  "elect,"  "  parv  ,"  "sorts"?  Trieste 
is  the  headquarters  of  the  gum-arabic  trade;  there  gums  are 
garbled,  sorted,  and  picked,  and  those  of  the  finest  appear- 
ance are  imported  from  Trieste,  but  the  history  of  the  gums 
before  that  it  would  be  most  difficult  to  trace,  although  we 
know  that  the  Soudan  yields  most  of  the  best  acacia  gums. 
However,  it  would  be  a  good  thing  if  some  experimenting 
pharmacist  would  lake  up  this  question  of  borax-and-gum 
gelatinisation.  To  a  large  extent,  we  believe,  this  is  a 
traditional  characteristic  ;  and  what  is  wanted  is  for  someone, 
with  the  assistance  of  a  wholesaler,  to  experiment  with  the 
various  gums  which  come  into  pharmacy,  especially  noting 
which  gums  are  acid,  which  not,  and  how  long  it  takes 
for  a  mucilage  which  gelatinises  with  borax  to  become  so 
acid  that  it  does  not  gelatinise.  There  is  work  here  for  a 
good  paper  for  the  C.  $  D. — The  Editor  ] 

The  Badly- written  Prescription. 
We  repeat  the  facsimile  of  the  prescription  given  o^ 
October  1 : — 


The  correct  rendering  is  :  — 

Potass,  rod.  ... 

Potass,  bicarb. 

Tr.  rruc.  vom  

Aq  

3ss.  ter  die  post  crb.  c.  5ss.  mist.  acid. 


5j- 

gtt. 

Oss, 


31. 


Acid,  cit  5''j- 

Quirr.  sulplr  gr.  xx. 

Aq  Oss.  M, 

Troelr.  guaiaci  xxiv. 
One  as  directed. 

The  following  have  sent  correct  renderings : — 


D.  Miller  (1  Sloane  Square) 
H.  Milne  (Sheffield) 
H.  O'Connor  (Dublin) 
Alfred  Roe  (Geneva) 
T.  Skelton  (Maryport) 
D.  W.  M.  (Dublin) 
T.  Wade  (Lees) 


W.  R.  Cook  (Faringdon) 
W.  J.  G-reensill  (Stourport) 
W.   Harold    Lynn  (Black- 
friars) 

L.  H.  Llewellyn  (Bridg- 
water) 

Chas.  Flint  (Exeter) 

Prosper  H.  Marsden  (Liver- 
pool) 

Tf'e  "  troch.  gaaiaci"  is  what  a  number  of  correspondents 
find  a  trouble.    It  has  been  rendered  : — 

Tab.  picis  xxiv. 
To  be  given  tire  24th  part  as  directed. 

Tabloid  quinin.  xxiv. 
To  be  given  xxiv. 

Pates  Guimauve  xxiv. 
One  as  directed. 

The  last  rendering  is  explained  by  the  correspondent  as 
implying  that  the  mixtures  are  to  be  sent  out  in  1-oz. 
bottles. 


Legal  Queries. 

We  Jo  not  rjive  legal  opinions  by  post.  Informal  ion  regarding 
most  legal  matters  in  connection  with  pharmacy  mill  befound 
in  The  Chemists' and  Druggists'  Diary,  and  in  "Pharmacy 
and  Poison  Laws  of  the  United  Kingdom,''  and  Aljie's 
"Handy-book  of  Medicine-stamp  Duty." 


50/23.  Syphon. — If  you  have  been  robbed  of  your  syphon 
it  is  a  crimrnal  case.  More  likely  your  customer  acted 
inadvertently.  Your  proper  course  would  be  to  politely 
notify  him,  when  he  will  probably  get  the  syphon  back  or 
pay  you  for  it. 

48/42  Assignee. — It  is  usual  for  the  vendor  to  pay  for 
the  licence  to  assign  a  lease  so  that  A  cannot  recover 
the  amount  from  B. 

51/5 L.  Receipt. — If  you  advertise  a  preparation  as  a  cure 
for  any  human  complaint  you  thereby  render  it  liable  to 
medicine  stamp  duty.   You  do  not  infringe  any  medical  Act. 

54/42.  Hick. — Wholesale  agents  for  poisonous  proprietary 
medicines  cannot  sell  such  medicines  by  retail  rf  tney  are 
not  chemists  and  druggists.  A  sale  of  a  single  bottle  to  what 
you  call  "  private  people  "  would  be  considered  a  retail  sale. 

50/71.  Gentian.—  (1)  You  can  register  the  whole  label  as 
a  trade-mark,  disclaiming  the  title  which  is  descriptive.  (2) 
You  will  find  all  particulars  regarding  registration  of  limited 
companies  in  the  forthcoming  Diary.  The  fees  amount  to 
4/.  10.?.  for  1  000/.  of  capital,  11/.  10s.  for  5,000/.,  and  so  on. 
You  must  register  at  Somerset  House,  and  should  get  some- 
one acquainted  with  the  business  to  put  the  matter  through 
for  you. 

54/62.  Country  Chemii-t.—  An  apprentice  cannot  be  trans- 
ferred with  a  business  unless  that  is  specially  provided  for 
in  the  indenture  or  agreed  upon,  and  a  master  selling  his 
business  before  his  apprentice  has  completed  his  inden- 
ture is  liable  for  breach  of  contract.  You  can,  therefore, 
claim  a  return  of  part  of  the  premium,  and,  probably, 
damages  for  breach  of  contract. 

53/59.  Austral. — You  will  find  all  about  how  to  register  a 
trade-mark  in  the  C.  <\'-  B.  Diary.  We  may,  however,  say 
here  that  the  first  step  is  to  get  for  bs.  an  application-form 
from  any  P.O.  money -order  office. 

53/21.  Property  owns  a  hall  at  a  nominal  ground  rent,  and 
a  neighbour  has  built  a  lean-to  w.c.  on  the  wall  of  it.  The 
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neighbour  says  he  has  a  right  to  do  so,  because  the  wall 
stands  on  his  ground  and  does  not  interfere  with  "Property's" 
building.  What  is  "Property's "right  in  the  matter? — There  is 
very  little  doubt  bat  that  the  w.c.  is  built  upon  the  footings 
of  our  correspondent's  wall,  and,  if  not,  the  mortar  is 
plastered  against  it  or  the  roof  let  into  the  wall.  This  is  a 
trespass,  and  entitles  our  correspondent  to  an  injunction  to 
restrain  its  continuance,  or  he  can  bring  an  action  in  eject- 
ment to  make  the  trespasser  remove  his  building  from  off 
the  footings  which  form  part  of  our  correspondent's  property. 
In  an  action  for  trespass  it  is  not  necessary  to  prove  special 
damage.  Our  correspondent  had  better  issue  a  writ  against 
both  the  trespassers,  unless  he  likes  to  take  the  law  into  his 
own  hands  and  remove  the  encroachments,  which  he  is 
justified  in  doing,  but  it  is  a  risky  proceeding. 

58/53.  Patria. — It  is  illegal  for  persons  not  authorised  by 
the  Queen,  any  member  of  the  Royal  Family,  or  a  Govern- 
ment department  to  use  the  Royal  Arms  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  be  calculated  to  lead  persons  to  believe  they  are  carrying 
on  business  under  such  authority.  We  do  not  know  that 
any  chemist  has  ever  been  prosecuted  for  having  used  the 
Royal  Arms  on  his  labels,  &c,  but  we  cannot  say  he  never 
will  be. 

62/18.  Trevor. — The  cases  decided  in  the  High  Court  go 
to  show  that  the  expression  in  the  schedule  "preparations 
of"  is  not  of  much  importance.  If  you  sell  chloroform 
mixed  with  something  else,  you  are  still  selling  chloroform. 
But  the  general  result  of  the  actions  has  been  to  indicate 
that  the  Courts  will  not  convict  unless  the  preparation  is 
really  pjisonous. 

61/45.  Mag.  Sulpll. — The  preparation  called  "  Indian 
Brandee"  is  of  various  composition.  If  the  Inland  Revenue 
authorities  think  you  are  selling  under  that  name  an  alco- 
holic beverage,  they  will  probably  prosecute  you  under  the 
Excise  laws.  This  has  been  done  in  the  case  of  a  Brandee 
which  contained  more  than  3  per  cent,  proof-spirit,  and  was 
distinctly  palatable. 

56/47.  C.  H.  C.  F. — You  can  sell  your  specialities  under 
the  fancy-names  you  select  •  You  can  ascertain  whether  such 
fancy-names  are  registered  as  trade-marks  by  searching  at 
the  Trade-marks  Office,  London  For  particulars  as  to 
registration,  see  The  Chemists'  and  DbuggiSts'  Diary; 
tut  you  are  not  bound  to  register. 

63/29  T.  F.  W. — You  certainly  would  not  succeed  if  you 
prosecuted  the  firm  who  sold  you  the  non-poisonous  vermin- 
killer  because  you  have  not  seen  aDy  dead  mice  where  you 
placed  it.  It  is  probably  a  mixture  of  plaster  of  Paris  and 
barium  carbonate,  as  both  have  been  known  to  kill  rats  and 
mice. 

63/32.  Senior. — There  is  no  law  to  prevent  an  L.D.S. 
carrying  on  his  practice  in  conjunction  with  his  business  as  a 
chemist  and  druggist  (if  he  is  one),  nor  to  prevent  him 
putting  up  a  toothache-cure.  If,  however,  he  has  been 
granted  his  diploma  on  condition  that  he  will  not  advertise, 
he  may  lose  his  registration  if  he  violate  that  contract.  We 
think  he  would  commit  an  offence  under  the  Medical  Act  if 
being  an  L  D.S.,  Erg,  he  described  himself  as  "of  the 
Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  England." 

60,53.  J.  M. — If  you  sell  the  liniment  as  "improved 
camphorated  oil  prepared  by  a  special  process"  you  would 
have  a  defence  which  might  or  might  not  be  successful.  If 
you  expressly  added  "not  prepared  according  to  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia  "  the  defence  would  be  stronger.  But  surely 
it  is  a  better  policy  to  sell  the  B  P.  article  when  camphorated 
oil  is  asked  for,  and  then  push  your  "improved  "  preparation 
as  hard  as  you  can,  but  under  a  distinctive  name. 

60/46.  E.  H.  R. — You  can  only  sell  wines  during  the 
hours  when  licensed  victuallers  in  ycur  district  may  sell 
intoxicating  liquors.  If  you  can  prove  to  the  satisfaction  of 
a  Court  that  the  firm  in  question  agreed  to  pay  your  licence 
or  you,  sue  them  for  the  amount  in  your  County  Court.  But 
your  evidence  ought  to  be  very  clear,  or  you  will  involve 
yourself  in  further  costs.  You  had  better  not  stop  the  pay- 
ment of  the  bill  you  have  accepted.  Tell  us  who  you  refer 
to,  and  give  us  exact  particulars. 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

We  reply  to  subscribers  and  their  employe's  only  upon  subjects 
of  interest  to  other  readers  generally.    Wlicn  more  than  one 
query  is  sent  write  each  on  a  separate  piece  of 

Notice   tO  T1T7  7 

Querists  P"Per-  When  a  sample  accompanies  a  query 
full  particulars  regarding  the  origin  and  use  of 
the  sample  viust  be  given,  and  it  must  be  distinctly  labelled. 
Queries  are  not  replied  to  by  post,  and  those  sent  anonymously 
are  disregarded. 


36/36.    X  Z. — (1)  Paste  for  Sticking  Labels  on  Tins. 

— The  following  paste  has  great  adhesive  power,  although 
the  presence  of  the  caustic  soda  may  possibly  injuriously 
affect  the  colours  of  fancy  labels  : — 

Rye-flour       ...       ...       ...       ...  Jvj. 

Caustic  soda  ...       ...       ...       ...  5j- 

Formalin       ...       ...       ...       ...  5j- 

Water   diss. 

Dissolve  the  soda  in  the  water,  mix  with  the  flour,  and  bring  to 
the  boil.    When  cold  stir  in  the  formalin. 

(2)  Indian  Brandy.— Refer  to  C.  $  D..  January  22,  1893, 
page  132.    (3)  Indian  Cerate. — One  recipe  for  this  is  : — 

White  wax    ...       ...       ...       ...    8  oz. 

Olive  oil   40  oz. 

Camphor      ...       ...       ...       ...    1  dr. 

Sugar  of  lead  2  dr. 

Prepared  chalk        ...       ...       ...    8  oz. 

There  are  several  other  recipes  for  this  in  "  Pharmaceutical 
Formulas." 

47/3.  Oleum. — The  butcher  is  probably  referring  to  some 
proprietary  form  of  boracic  acid  when  he  asks  lor  "brine- 
powder,"  and  uses  it  along  with  spices,  salt,  and  nitre.  A 
few  grains  as  a  sample  would  settle  the  point. 

43,49.  Ignoramus. — We  cannot  discuss  the  prevention  of 
conception  in  these  columns,  or  any  matter  relating  to  it. 

40/45.  Belgrav'ia. — The  Boup-powder  which  you  find  of 
invaluable  service  is  represented  by  the  following  formula  : — 


Powdered  asafetida  ...       ...       ...  3i j . 

Prepared  chalk        ...       ...       ...  3j. 

Nitrate  of  potash    5'j- 

Fine  sand    5j. 


The  pills  used  along  with  the  powder  are  pil.  coloc.  co. 

40/44.  F.  P.  J. — Ninety-five  per  cent,  glycerin-suppositories 
are  made  with  stearate  of  soda.  The  following  is  the  for- 
mula : — ■ 

Stearic  acid  5iiss. 

Sodium  carbonate    ...       ...       ...    5j.  gr.  xv. 

Glycerin        ...       ...       ...       ...  Jv. 

Heat  the  glycerin  and  stearic  acid  together  so  as  just  to  melt 
the  stearic  acid  ;  when  dissolved  stir  so  as  to  mix  the  mass,  add 
the  carbonate  of  soda,  and  when  dissolved  pour  into  the  moulds. 

47/15.  Brodacie  writes  that  he  was  asked  for  Powdered 
Hartshorn  a  few  days  ago  and  gave  pulv.  ammon.  carb.  A 
fellow-assistant  was  surprised  at  his  doing  so,  as  he  had 
always  supplied  creta  pra:p.,  and  says  that  is  the  usual  thing 
in  the  Eastern  counties.  [When  powdered  hartshorn  is 
asked  for,  prepared  chalk  is  frequently  supplied,  although 
chemists  usually  take  the  precaution  of  asking  the  purpose 
it  is  required  lor  and  judging  accordingly.  The  customer 
generally  requires  it  as  a  plate-powder.  Cooley  says  that 
finely-powdered  bone  ash  is  usually  sold  for  burnt  hartshorn, 
and  this  is  probably  the  article  which  more  nearly  answers 
the  name.  The  confusion  arises  from  the  fact  that  harts 
horns,  when  distilled,  yield  an  impure  solution  of  carbonate 
of  ammonia — "spirit  of  hartshorn'' — the  liquor  volatilis 
cornu  cervi  of  the  P.L.,  1788.  This  is  one  of  those  cases 
where  the  custom  varies  in  different  parts  of  the  country.] 

38/26.  Alf.— The  formula  for  liquid  glue  published 
some  years  ago  in  the  C.  4'  and  repeated  in  "  Phar- 
maceutical Formulas,"  in  which  salicylate  of  soda  is  used, 
makes  a  preparation  which  is  intended  to  be  more  of  the 
nature  of  a  viscous  jelly  than  a  liquid.  Your  experiments 
have  not,  therefore,  resulted  in  failure  as  you  think. 
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43/19.  W.  T.  sends  a  powder  used  very  successfully  in 
Boup  in  Poultry,  and  which  costs  10$.  for  about  H  lb.  It 
consists  of —  2 

Precipitated  chalk  •  ■•       ■••       •  ••  Siv. 

Dried  sulphate  of  iron       ...       ...  5ij. 

Raddle...       ...       ...       ...       ...    5'j-  vel  q.s. 

Mix. 

43'48.  Bromide — Your  sample  of  lotion  used  for  burns, 
&c,  and  internally  for  diarrhoea,  is  a  Red-bottle.  The  fol- 
lowing recipe  resembles  it : — • 

Oil  of  thyme  ...       ...       ...       ...  5iv. 

Venetian  red  ...       ...       ...       ...  5iss. 

Spirit  of  camphor     ...        ...        ...  ^ss. 

Spirit  to  make         ...       ...       ...  Jiv. 

Mix. 

40/46.  Terrier.  —  Vermin-killer.  —  The  itinerant  'rat- 
catchers' poison  has  a  composition  nearly  resembling  the 
following :  — 

Squill-powder  ...       ...       ...  1  oz 

Coarse  sugar  ...       ...       ...       ...  1  oz. 

Laundry-blue    a  sufficiency 

Flour   1  oz. 

Mix. 

42/14.  R.  T.  F. — The  quantity  of  antifat-psllets  is  too 
small  for  a  useful  analysis. 

41/29.  H.  E  B  — The  sample  of  home-made  hair  colouring 
flaid  appears  to  be  mainly  burnt  sugar. 

33/53.  Beli/ravin. —  The  Eszetna-lotion  powder,  which 
has  been  very  successful,  is  boric  acid.  The  ointment  consists 
of  soft  paraffin  and  boric  acid. 

39/13.  More  Light. —In  the  new  B.P.  the  strength  of  ext. 
nucis  vom.  is  estimated  by  its  strychnine  cojtent,  instead 
of  the  mixed  alkaloids  as  formerly.  To  make  tr.  nuc. 
vom.  1898  from  ext.  nuc.  vom.  1885  will  necessitate,  there- 
fore, an  estimation  by  the  new  process.  See  Mr.  J.  C. 
Umney's  pipar  on  the  extract  in  C.  <$'  September  10, 
1898,  page  458. 

33/33.  Cast  Steel. — We  believe  that  for  "bloc  nitrate 
acid  "  and  "  white  carbon,"  in  the  recipe  for  tempering  steel, 
lump  nitre  and  sal  ammoniac  are  indicated.  For  case- 
hardening  iron  yellow  prussiate  of  potash  is  used.  This  i-=, 
perhaps,  what  your  customer  requires  in  tne  other  case.  It 
is  used  by  dusting  the  powdered  salt  on  to  the  red-ho";  iron, 
upon  which  it  loses.  The  article  is  then  re-heated  and 
plunged  into  water. 

50/47.  Drefaldroyn. — Situations  are  not  advertised  in  the 
French  pharmaceutical  journals  as  they  are  in  the  journals 
of  this  country.  If  you  want  a  situation  as  English  assis- 
tant on  the  Continent,  you  would  be  most  likely  to  get  one 
by  advertising  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist, 

51/36.  Thyroid. — We  do  not  ^undertake  the  analysis  of 
proprietary  articles. 

50/68.  Anna. — The  address  of  the  College  of  Arms  is 
Queen  Victoria  Street,  E.C. 


Information  Wanted. 

The  Editor  will  he  obliged  for  replies  to  the  following  from  any 
who  can  furnish  the  information. 

49/40.    Makers  of  "  primrose  ointment." 
55/1.    What  is  "  oil  of  lioness  "  ? 

54/13.  Makers  of  magnetic  plasters  fjr  corns  and 
bunions. 

54/13.  Where  can  the  common  green-glass  vials  used  for 
Id.  wholesale  trade  be  obtained  ? 

46/38.  Makers  of  small  opaque  glass  jars,  with  celluloid 
covers,  used  for  toilet-creams. 

52/30.  Where  can  "  pneumatic  varnishicg-machines  "  be 
obtained  1 


Zvstoc  IRcport. 


Notice  to  Betail  Buyoro. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  the  quotations  in  this  section 
are  invariably  the  lowest  net  cash  prices  actually  paid  for  large 
quantities  in  bulk,  and,  for  crude  drugs,  without  charges.  For 
fuller  particulars  see  the  article  "Lowest  Trade  Terms"  in  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist,  March  19,  1898,  p.  473.  C.i.f.  quotations 
are  for  London  unless  when  otherwise  stated. 

Buyers  of  essential  oils  are  particularly  requested  to  note  that 
low  quotations,  especially  for  Sicilian  essences,  are  rarely,  if 
ever,  accompanied  by  guarantee  of  genui)ieness. 


OCTOBER  does  not  yet  show  much  sign  of  revival  of 
business,  the  produce-trade  being  particularly  dull ;  and 
the  week  is  almost  featureless  apart  from  the  auctions  which 
have  been  held.  The  cinchona-auction  on  Tuesday  was  one 
of  the  best  of  the  year,  the  bidding  being  brisk  and  the 
values  well  maintained,  in  some  cases  more  money  being 
obtained— the  unit  for  quinine-barks  was  \]\d.  to  \d.,  and 
cinchonidine-barks  sold  at  a  20-per-cent.  advance.  The 
drug-sales  were  not  interesting,  and  are  referred  to  later  on. 
The  camphor-trade  is  at  a  standstill  owing  to  the  high 
cabled  prices  from  the  East.  The  following  are  the  principal 
changes  of  the  week  : — 


Higher 

Firmer 

Lower 

Aloes  (Cape) 

Beeswax 

Benzols 

Cam  phorj(crude) 

Calumba 

Nutmegs 

Cardamoms 

Ergot  of  rye 

Oil,  castor 

Cascara  sagrada 

Oil,peppermint  ( Jap.) 

Pepper 

Cinchona 

Rhubarb 

Dandelion-root 

Ipecacuanha  (Cart.) 

Oil,  spike 

Oil,  turpentine 

Shellac 

Vanilla 

Art  on  'Change. 

The  ambulatory  of  the  Koval  Exchange  was  the  scene  of 
an  interesting  ceremony  on  Monday  at  luncheon-time,  when 
the  Loid  Mayor  unveiled  two  new  panel*,  one  (the  gift  of 
the  Corporation),  by  Mr.  Seymour  Lucas,  R.A,  representing 
"  William  the  Conqueror  granting  a  Charter  to  the  Citizens  of 
London,"  and  the  other,  by  Mr.  Sigismund  Goetze  (the  gift 
of  Mr.  Carl  Mever),  depicting  l:The  Offer  of  the  Crown  to 
Richard  IK.  at  Biynard's  Castle."  The  Lord  Mayor.  Sheriffs, 
and  the  Common  Council  attended  in  state,  and  there  was 
a  large  attendance  of  City  people.  The  Lord  Mayor,  in 
handing  over  Mr.  Seymour  Lucas's  picture  tp  the  Gresham 
Trust,  the  Governors  of  the  Exchange,  remarked  that  he 
was  glad  to  see  that  the  citizens  of  London  were  stretching 
out  a  hind  towards  art.  Ha  briefly  alluded  to  the  death  of 
Lord  Leighton,  whose  picture  in  th*  building  would  always 
call  his  memory  to  mind.  He  hoped  that  before  long  the 
whole  of  the  panels  would  be  filled  with  works  which  would 
perpetuate  the  names  of  the  artists  and  the  names  of  those 
who  presented  them.  The  Lord  Mayor  unveiled  the  picture 
amidst  cheers,  and  Mr.  Palmer,  Master  of  the  Mercers' 
Company,  thanked  the  Corporation  for  the  gift.  Mr.  Carl 
Meyer,  in  giving  his  picture,  expressed  the  hope  that  before 
long  people  would  be  able  to  derive  as  much  artistic  pleasure 
from  a  visit  to  'Change  as  from  a  visit  to  Florence.  Already 
five  of  the  panels  in  the  Royal  Exchange  are  filled  with  fres- 
coes, and  seven  remain  to  be  filled.  Here  the  drug-trade  of 
the  greatest  city  in  the  world  spends  an  aggregate  of  a 
working  week,  in  half-hours,  per  year,  and  it  weie  proper 
that  they  should  immortalise  their  connection  with  the  City 
by  a  fitting  fresco.  The  difficulty  is  the  subject.  How 
would  "  Dr.  Bayley  Balfour  interviewing  the  King  of  Socotra 
in  regard  to  the  origin  of  Socotrine  aloes"  do?  It  would 
b3  picturesque,  but  perhaps  not  so  inspiring  as  a  more 
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homely  subject— e.g..  that  historic  incident  in -which  Tonkin 
musk  was  knocked  down  at  1507.  a  caddy,  and  the  presiding 
broker  bowed  to  the  "  Room  "  as  he  exclaimed,  "  Gentlemen, 
this  is  the  proudest  moment  of  my  life."  There  is  no  modern 
instance  so  touching  as  this,  except  the  occasion  in  regard 
to  ipecac,  not  long  ago— but  we  take  pause. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

Little  change  is  to  be  reported  this  week  in  the  condition 
of  the  heavy-chemical  market.  The  most  pleasing  feature 
is  the  continued  steady  demand  for  miscellaneous  products 
from  home  consumers,  and  values  in  this  department  tend 
upward,  rather  than  downward.  Exports,  too,  are  better, 
Baltic  shipments  especially  b?ing  hurried  forward. 

Alkali  Produce.  —  Fair  business  continues  to  pass  in  bleach 
and  caustic  on  contract  over  next  year.  Soda  crystals  are  in 
better  request.  Chlorates  of  potash  and  soda  are  firmer,  and  stand 
a  shade  higher. 

Alumina  Products. — In  good,  all  round  request,  particularly 
aluminaferric,  aluminous  cake,  and  sulphate  of  alumina.  The 
former  is  now  quoted  at  42s.  6(7.  to  43s.  6(7.  per  ton.  Aluminous 
cake,  45s.  Best  makes  sulphate  of  alumina,  77s.  6(7.  to  80s.,  on 
rails,  in  casks.  Crystal  alum,  4i.  10s.  to  HI,  12s.  6(7.  ;  and  ground, 
57.  5s.  to  57.  7s.  6(7.  Hydrate,  of  alumina  moving  well,  but  tends 
a  shade  lower.  Bauxite,  60-per-cent.  alumina,  16s.  6c7.,  f.o.b. 
Aluminate  of  soda,  36s.  to  38s.  per  cvvt.,  on  rails,  according  to 
quantity ;  and  carbonate  of  alumina,  37s.  6(7.  per  cwt. 

Sulphocvanides. — Dull,  and  values  keep  very  low  :  potas- 
sium, 6kd.  ;  ammonium,  95-per-eent.,  5g(7. ;  and  barium,  95-per- 
cent., 4(7. 

Recovered  Sulphur. — Firm,  at  47.  15s.  to  57.,  free  on  rails. 
Roll  brimstone,  67.  5s.,  and  flowers,  77.  7s.  6(7. 

Benzols  are  dull,  and  have  dropped  considerably  since  last 
quoted  :  90-per-cent.,  8^(7.  to  9(7. ;  and  50-per-eent.,  9(7. 

Sulphate  of  Ammonia. — Dull.  Beckton,  97.  12s.  6(7 ;  Beckton 
terms,  97.  10s.;  Hull  and  London,  97.  10s.;  Leith,  97.  lis.  3(7. 
There  is  considerable  inquiry  for  forward,  but  little  actually 
being  done.  Exports  from  Leith  last  week  amounted  to 
471  tons. 

Nitrate  of  Soda. — Firm  :  refined,  8s. ;  and  ordinary,  7s.  9(7. 
Sulphate  of  Copper. — Very  firm ;  Anchor  and  Liverpool, 
177.  10s.;  spring  shipment,  187. 

German  Drug-market. 

Hamburg,  October  11. 
The  changes  in  our  drug-market  have  been  very  few  since 
last  Tuesday,  and  business  remains  quiet: — 

Aloes  (Cape)  unchanged,  at  52m.  per  100  kilos. 

Balsam  Tolu,  according  to  quality,  3Jm.  to  3  80m.  per  kilo. 

Camphor  (Refined)  is  firmer  ;  252m.  per  100  kilos,  was  paid 
to-day,  and  255m.  is  now  asked. 

Cumin-seed  (Malta)  is  very  scarce  and  dearer.  Little  of 
new  crop  is  offering,  and  business  has  been  done  at  50m.  per  100 
kilos.  About  200  bags  have  arrived  this  week,  but  the  bulk  is  said 
to  be  old  crop. 

Ergot  of  Rye  shows  a  better  demand,  to-day's  quotations 
being  130m.  to  145m  per  100  kilos. 

Ipecacuanha  (Rio)  firm,  at  24m.  per  kilo. 
Menthol  remains  quiet,  at  15m.  per  kilo. 
Spermaceti  is  firm,  at  270m.  per  100  kilos. 

Tamarinds  quieter  and  lower,  at  30m.  per  100  kilos.  ;  another 
300  casks  have  arrived  here. 

Wax  (Japan)  is  very  firm;  spot  is  held  for  66m.  to  67m.  per 
100  kilos. 

Oils  Essential  are  mostly  unchanged.  Japanese  firmer,  at 
7|m.  per  kilo. 

Liverpool  Drug-market. 

Liverpool,  October  12 

Castor  Oil. — There  are  signs  of  slighter  easiness  in  the  tone 
for  this,  owing  to  arrivals,  which,  although  heavy,  have  had  the 
effect  of  weakening  the  pretensions  of  holders.  Good  seconds, 
Calcutta,  is  to  be  had  at  prices  ranging  from  5f.ul.  to  3,:'^r7.,  and 
first-pressure  French  has  fallen  to  3(7.  to  3j'jT(7.,  while  Madras 
good  seconds  has  dropped  to  2};\d.  per  lb.  Towards  the  end,  the 
market  seems  to  have  become  a  little  more  buoyant,  and  the 
article  may  steady  itself. 

Beeswax. — Eleven  bags  of  Californian  were  sold  at  auction  at 
67.  10s.  A  mixed  parcel  of  dark  to  yellow,  and  a  sale  of  Chilian 
is  reported  at  77.  to  77.  2s.  6(7.,  while  a  line  of  1  ton  lower  grade 
was  disposed  of  at  67.  15s.  to  67.  17s.  6(7.  per  cwt. 

Kola-nuts  move  off  very  slowly  at  1^(7.  to  lhd.  per  lb. 

Canary-seed  is  still  lifeless  ;  the  recent  spurt  of  the  past  week 
ha?  not  been  followed  up,  and  quotations  are  again  nominal. 

African  Ginger  is  held  for  18s.  6(7.  to  19s.  per  cwt ,  but  very 
little  is  changing  hands. 


Californian  Honey  is  getting  into  very  narrow  compass,  and 
some  fine  on  the  market  has  actually  been  sold  at  4?s.  6(7. 
per  cwt.,  and  now  no  really  choice  offers  in  first  hands.  The 
advanced  values  of  Chilian  arc  well  maintained,  and  small 
sales  have  been  effected  at  22s.  6(7.  for  pile  2  grade. 

Japan  Wax. — Fifty  cases  are  reported  sold,  hut  the  price  was 
not  allowed  to  transpire. 

Spermaceti  (Chilian)  is  held  firmly  at  Is.  per  lb.,  and  holders 
show  little  disposition  to  modify  their  views. 

Gums  are  steady  for  Arabic  sorts,  and  small  sales  of  soft  Arabic 
sorts  are  reported  at  75s.  per  cwt. 

Turpentine  has  experienced  an  excited  market,  and  prices 
have  risen  steadily  to  24s.,  at  which  figure  the  article  now  remains. 

Chlorate  of  Potash  is  firmly  held  for  4(7.,  and  powder  4^(7. 
per  lb. 

Sulphate  of  Copper  is  firm  at  77.  7s.  6(7.  to  77.  10s.  per  ton, 
and  higher  prices  are  asked  forward. 

Quill aia-hark  is  steady  at  the  late  prices,  which  range  from 
187.  lCs.  to  207.  per  ton. 


Cablegrams. 

HAMBUEG,  October  13,  12.7  p.m.  :— The  articles  which 
have  a  firmer  tendency  on  this  market  are  refined  camphor, 
for  which  255 u.  per  1C0  kilos,  i-f  now  paid,  and  |oil  of 
turpentine,  47m.  per  100  kilos.  Jipaneseoil  of  peppermint 
has  a'so  taken  an  upward  move  and  is  quoted  7Jm.  per  kilo., 
and  Japan  wax  is  66m.  per  100  kilos. 

*  *  *  * 

New  Yoek,  October  13,  2.30  p.m.: — A  fair  business  is 
doing.  Opium  shows  an  advancing  market  at  £3 .60  per  lb. 
dalap  is  also  higher,  11;.  bsing  the  lowest  quotation  for 
Vera  Cruz.  Curario  aloes  has  a  firmer  tendency  at  3c. 
per  lb.,  while  oil  of  star  anise  is  easier  at  ,£1.53  per  lb. 
Dandelion-root  is  a  scarce  article,  and  9.}  3.  per  lb.  is  required 
for  ordinary.  Iodide  of  potassium  has  declined  by  10c. 
per  lb.    Gentian  is  a  dull  and  easier  market  at  4};.  per  lb. 


42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. :  October  13. 

Acid,  Citric,  is  quiet,  at  Is.  2\d  to  Is.  p°r  lb.  on  the 
spot.  Concentrated  lemon-juice  is  137.  15s.  per  pipe  c.  and  f. 
for  forward  delivery. 

Acid,  Tartaric— Slow  of  sale,  with  buyers  at  Yl\d.  per 
lb.  for  foreign  on  the  spot,  and  Is.  Id.  for  English  B.P. 
crystals. 

Alcohol. — A  steady  market  at  unchanged  rates.  Japan 
is  still  a  buyer  on  this  market,  and  will  be  until  the  new 
tariff  is  in  operation. 

Arsenic. — Best  white  English  powder  has  been  in  better 
demand  at  187.  per  ton  ex  ship. 

Atropine. — Manufacturers  quote  17s.  10c/.  per  oz.  for 
pure  in  crystals,  15s.  61.  for  B.P.  sulptate,  and  15s.  4<7. 
per  oz.  net  for  neutral. 

Belladonna-leaves. — Foreign  are  unchanged  at  38s.  to 
40s  per  cwt.  c.i  f.  terms. 

Campitor. — The  crude  market  is  in  a  psculiar  position. 
Wednesday's  cabled  advices  from  the  East  gave  107s.  to 
110'.-.  per  cwt.  for  Japanese,  but  bujers  laugh  at  such  prices, 
and  refuse  to  buy.  There  is  no  quotation  for  Chinese.  It  is 
notable  that  no  crude  camphor  of  any  kind  arrived  in  Europe 
last  month,  and  it  looks  as  if  Eistern  holders  were  to  starve 
the  home  maiket  ioto  the  higher  prices.  Refined  firm  but 
unchanged. 

A  consular  report  on  the  trade  of  Hiogo  and  Osaka  during  1897 
states  that  there  was  a  manifest  falling-off  in  the  quality  of  the 
Japanese  product,  which  was  not  observable  in  the  Fonnosan. 
Consequently  the  latter  was  preferred  for  the  European  market, 
whilst  the  American  market,  less  discriminating,  took  more  than 
double  the  export  of  1896.  India  took  an  increasing  proportion  of 
refined  camphor,  Europe  and  America  of  crude.  The  exports  from 
the  above  two  ports  in  1897  were  1,524  tons,  valued  at  132,4727.,  as 
compared  with  936  tons,  valued  at  118,4437.,  in  1896. 

Hong-Kong  advices  dated  September  3  report  the  stock  at 
7,500  cases,  with  sales  of  750  cases  at  83s.  6(7.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.,  and 
arrivals,  since  August  20,  1,03L  cases.  The  exports  from  Canton 
and  Hong-Kong  to  the  U.K.  since  January  1,  1898,  have  been  nil; 
1897,  nil;  1896,  756  boxes;  1895,  5,989  boxes;  to  the  Continent 
since  January  1,  1898,  12,935  boxes;  1897,  20,329  boxes;  1896, 
16,644  boxes  ;  and  1895, 17,019  boxes. 

Cascara  Saghada — Dearer,  thismaikct  having  at  last 
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responded  to  the  bull  advices  from  U.S.A.  For  new  bark 
23s.  6d.  per  cwt.  c.i  f.  has  been  paid  this  week,  and  up  to 
25s.  is  now  wanted.  Little  stock  here,  and  no  old  bark 
is  offered. 

Chamomiles. — The  estimated  shortage  of  the  Belgian 
crop  is  about  40  tons,  one  grower  alone  having  gathered 
15  tons  less  than  last  year.  In  view  of  this  the  principal 
importers  are  firm  in  their  views,  and  quote  84s.  to  52s.  per 
cwb  ,  according  to  quality  ;  but  there  are  no  buyers  at  these 
figures,  and  business  has  been  done  in  other  quarters  at 
67s.  6(/.  and  68s.  6d.  per  cwb.  on  the  spot  for  fine  seconds. 

CINCHONA. —  At  the  London  auctions  on  Tuesday  the 
small  supply  of  1,740  packages  was  offered,  the  whole  of 
which  was  practically  cleared  with  a  brisk  demand  on  a 
unit  basis  of  ~d.  to  |<2.,  equal  to  about  41c.  Dutch.  Barks 
containing  cinchonidine  sold  at  about  20  per  cent,  higher 
rates.  Nine  brokers  offered  supplies,  the  aggregate  of 
which  was  as  follows  : — 


Java  cinchona ... 
East  Indian  cinchona.. 
African  cinchona 
Ceylon  cinchona 
South    American  cin 
chona... 


Packages  offered. 
755  of  which 
471 


260 
148 


106 


Packages. 
755  were  sold. 
365  „ 
260  „ 
108  „ 

1C6 


1,740  1,594 

The  principal  buyers  in  the  order  of  bark  purchased  by  them 
■ere : — 

Lbs. 

Agents  for  the  Brunswick  factory   81,695 

Agents  for  the  American  factory   66,680 

Agents  for  the  Frankfort-on-Maine  and  Stuttgart 

factories    58,458 

Messrs.  Howards  &  Sons   57,853 

Agents  for  the  Paris  works   4,470 

Druggists,  &c   24,844 


Total  quantity  sold 
Bought  in  or  withdrawn 

Total  quantity  offered 
The  following  prices  were  obtained  :  — 


294,000 
46  095 

340,095 


African.— Bold  red  chips,  4^(7.  to  4^(7. ;  fair  quill,  4:r(7.  to  4|(Z. 
per  lb. 

South  American. —  Fair  to  good  Bolivian  cultivated  Cahsaya, 
to  5id.  per  lb. 

Java. — Ledgeriana  red  stem  chips,  2ld.  to  3d. ;  root,  1^(7. ; 
branch  chips,  Id.  to  2i{d.  ;  ditto,  fair  to  good,  2*>d.  to  3^(7. ;  and 
rich,  4(7.  to  Hd.  per  lb. 

Ceylon. — Succirubra :  Fair  to  good  natural  red  stem  chips  and 
shavings,  2y,d.  to  2^(7.;  ordinary  renewed  ditto,  2d.  to  2\d. 
Officinalis  :  Natural  stem  chips,  2^7.  to  2^(7.  per  lb. 

East  Indian. — Red  stem  chips  and  shavings,  2<7.  to  2\d. ;  poor 
renewed  ditto,  \%d.  to  2\d.  Officinalis :  Crown  chips  and  shavings, 
2\d.  to  3d.;  renewed,  4<7.  Ledgeriana:  Natural  small  stem  chips' 
2$d.  to  3i(7.  per  lb. 

The  exports  from  Ceylon  from  January  1  to  September  20 
were : — 

1898  1897  1896  1895 

Lbs.  ...  723,482  526,093  881,743  733,288 
The  imports  into  the  United  States  of  cinchona  or  other 
quinine-fielding- barks  for  the  seven  months  ending  July  31 
were:  1898,  2  058.767  lbs.,  as  compared  with  1,691  451  lbs. 
for  the  corresponding:  period  of  1897.  Pharmaceutical  barks 
were  offered  in  the  diug-auctions,  and  are  dealt  with  later 
on.  The  next  Amsterdam  auctions,  to  be  held  on  Novem- 
ber 3,  will  consist  of  5  527  packages  manufacturing  bark  and 
1  815  packages  druggists'  bark.  The  stock  in  first  hand  at 
Amsterdam  consisted  on  October  12  of  2  412  packages 
Government  bark  and  9.500  packages  private  bark,  including 
the  quantity  which  will  be  in  auction  on  November  3. 

Cocaine.— Unchanged,  but  with  weaker  tendency  at  9s.  9(7. 
per  oz.  for  hydrochloride,  and  this  figure  may  be  shaded 
tor  some  biancis.  Crude  cocaine  is  boughb  up  as  ib  arrives 
iu  Hamburg  and  London  at  linn  prices. 

Cream  op  Tartar. — Quiet  at  81?.  per  cwt  for  99-p  r- 
cent.  powder,  on  the  spot;  95-per-cent.  powder  is  69s.  per 
csvt.  net ,  f.o.b.  Bordeaux,  and  68s.  has  been  refused. 

Dandelion-root. — Very  scarce  and  firmly  held,  owing  to 
the  practical  failure  of  the  German  crop.    The  quality  is 


also  not  up  to  the  average,  the  root  being  thin  ;  £6s.  per  cwt., 
c.i.f.,  is  required  for  it. 

Galls. — There  has  been  a  better  demand  for  Chinese, 
with  spot  bujers  at  55s.  The  business  done  included  500 
cases  at  54s.  per  cwt .  c.i.f.  Continent.  In  Persian  no  busi- 
ness is  reported,  but  holders  are  firm  at  previous  quotations. 
The  shipments  from  Shanghai  during  August  were  817piculs, 
of  which  173  came  to  London. 

Insect-flowers.— The  stock  of  both  old  and  new  flowers 
in  Trieste  at  the  end  of  September  was  as  follows : — 
1898  1897  1896  1895  1894 

kilos.         kilos.  kilos.  kilos.  kilos. 

172,800  329,400  228,500  272,500  426,800 
The  stock  of  1893  flowers  consists  of  3,700  kilos,  closed, 
120,000  kilos,  half-closed,  and  43,100  kilos,  open  flowers. 
The  receipts  of  new  crop  in  Trieste  during  September 
amounted  to  54,800  kilos.  The  following  are  the  current 
prices,  f.o.b.  Trieste:— Wild,  110s.  to  114s.;  closed,  93s.  to 
98s.  ;  half-open,  76s.  to  80s.  ;  and  open,  61s.  to  61s.  per  cwt. 

Iodides  — From  the  Continent  we  hear  that  the  Italian 
agents  of  the  Iodine  Syndicate  are  selling  potassium  iodide 
at  21s.  per  kilo.,  and  sodium  iodide  at  24s  6  I.  per  kilo.,  in 
each  case  with  20  per-cent.  discount  for  1  000-kilo.  quantities. 
This  is  in  consequence  of  the  appearance  on  the  market  of 
an  outside  American  maker.  The  prices  are  equal  to  7s.  9d. 
per  lb.  for  pot.  iod.  and  about  9s.  for  sod.  iod.  The  sales 
were  limited  in  amount.  It  will  also  be  observed  from  our 
New  York  correspondent's  telegram  this  afterroon  that 
potassium  iodide  is  cheaper  there,  but  there  are  no  sellers  on 
this  market  under  Convention  rates — viz  .  9s  9d.  for  1-cwt. 
lots,  10s.  for  14  lbs.  and  upwards,  and  10s.  3d.  for  smaller 
wholesale  qaantities. 

Juniper-berries  are  offered  at  8s.  per  cwt.,  c.  and  f. 
terms,  for  sifted. 

Lead,  Acetate. — A  steady  business  is  being  done  at  the 
Convention  rates. 

Manna. — Italian  advices,  dated  September  24  report  that 
business  has  been  very  limited  owing  to  the  extreme  prices 
asked.  The  same  must  be  said  of  home-buying.  At  present 
2s.  9d.  per  lb  ,  f.o.b.,  is  the  price  for  fine  flake  in  1-lb.  tins, 
and  lower  for  poorer  qualities. 

Mastic. — The  market  is  now  bare  of  stock  ;  for  fine  pale 
tear  Is.  lid.  per  lb.  is  the  last  quotation,  but  there  is  none  in 
first  hands. 

MERCURIALS. — A  fair  business  is  passing  at  the  recent 
advance. 

Morphia. — Quiet  and  steady,  at  5s.  per  oz  for  hydro- 
chloride powder  in  bulk. 

Oil,  Castor  — French  36s.  per  cwt ,  c.i.f  ,  in  cases  First 
pressing  Belgian.  27s.  6d.  to  28s  Qd.  per  cwt.  on  the  spot  ; 
November-December  delivery,  27s.  Qd.  per  cwt.;  second 
pressing,  26s.  per  cwt.  ex  wharf. 

Oil,  Cloves. — Finest  English  distilled  is  obtainable  at  3s. 
per  lb.  on  the  spot. 

Oil,  Cod-livfr — Business  is  moving  along  slowly,  and 
the  stocks  of  1897  are  getting  cleared  out  steadily  at  recent 
rates.  The  quotations  for  1898  oil  remain  as  thfy  were. 
The  oil  offered  in  auction  was  1897,  and  rather  dark  in 
colour. 

Bergen,  October  8. — The  market  is  still  unchanged,  with  a 
small  business  at  78s.  per  barrel,  fob.  terms,  for  best  Lofoten 
non-congealing  medicmal  oil.  The  exports  from  Bergen  up  to  date 
have  been  6,403  barrels,  against  7,866  barrels  at  the  corresponding 
period  of  last  year. 

Oil,  Eucalyptus  — Oil  containing  45  per  cent,  eucalyptol 
has  been  sold  this  week  at  Z:  per  lb.  There  were  some 
offerings  in  auction,  includirg  amjgdalina,  cteoiiafolia,  and 
globulus  oils. 

Oil,  La vesdeb.  —The  French  crop  is  turning  out  well, 
and  quotations  are  now  coming  forward.  GuaraLt;ed  pure 
oil  is  12s.  Qd.  per  lb.  in  the  impoiters'  han^s.  but  5s.  8'/. 
to  5s.  lOd.  is  also  quoted  for  "genuine,"  4s.  \0d.  to  5s.  lCd. 
for  Mont  Blanc,  aDd  4s.  3d  to  5s.  3d.  p?r  lb.  for  "oil  from 
picked  flowers."  The  crop  of  spike  lavencer  is  barely  as 
large  as  last  year's,  which  was  two-thirds  of  the  average, 
and  the  greater  part  of  the  oil  1  as  already  been  bought  by 
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consumers  and  dealers.  For  best  pure  oil,  4s.  bd.  per  lb.  is 
the  price,  and  quotations  for  lower  qualities  are  3s.  2d., 
2s.  8d.,  and  Is.  9d.  per  lb.,  according  to  the  turpentine- 
content.    Spike  oil  will  be  very  scarce  later  on. 

Oil,  Peppeemint. — Firmer.  For  Japanese  dementholised 
oil,  "  Kobayashi  "  brand,  3s.  4§d  per  lb.  has  been  paid  on  the 
spot.  Hamburg  reports  a  firm  market  equivalent  to  the 
above  figure,  net  terms.  Forty-per-cent.  oil  is  unchanged. 
No  business  is  doing  in  American  HGH. 

Oil.  Turpentine. — Dearer.  American  on  the  spot  is  now 
23s.  l\d.  to  23s.  9d.,  and  November-December  delivery 
23s.  I0%d.  to  24s.  per  cwt, 

Olibanum. — Since  the  auctions  last  week  a  small  business 
is  reported  at  45?.  per  cwt.  for  bold  pale  drop;  35s.  to  37s. 
for  fair  to  good  ditto ;  and  15s.  per  cwt.  for  garblings. 

Opium. — There  has  been  a  fair  demand,  mostly  for  manu- 
facturing descriptions,  at  from  lis.  l^d.  to  lis.  bd.  per  lb. 
Holders  of  fine  Persian  continue  to  ask  from  lis.  9d.  to  12s. 
per  lb. 

Smyrna,  September  30. — A  report  has  been  current  that  the 
15  cases  old  Karahissar  shipped  last  week,  on  account,  by  a  large 
holder,  was  a  purchase  made  from  his  own  depdt  at  10s.  Ad.  to 
10s.  Id.  per  lb.  We  cannot  believe  in  a  transaction  at  these 
prices,  since  it  was  possible  to  buy  somewhat  cheaper,  and  as 
corroboration  we  may  mention  that  on  Tuesday  an  American  ex- 
porter was  able  to  purchase  70  cases  old  current  and  Karahissar 
talequale  at  the  parity  of  10s.  1</.  to  10s.  3tZ.  per  lb.,  c.i.f., 
European  ports.  The  dealers  acted  wisely  in  not  holding  their 
hand,  for  this  order  has  given  tone  to  the  market.  Another  buyer 
for  Holland  appeared  later,  and  it  was  with  difficulty  that  he 
obtained  7  cases  Holland  grades  at  10s.  10(7.  per  lb.  The  market 
closed  firm  with  holders  not  anxious  to  sell,  especially  for  new 
stuff.  The  arrivals  since  June  10  amount  to  905  cases,  against 
2,388  at  same  period  last  year,  and  in  Constantinople  up  to 
September  24,  868  cases,  against  1,168  cases  in  1897.  The  opium 
stock  is  calculated  to  be  now  2,252  cases  (not  including  what  is 
held  on  speculation),  and  in  Constantinople  714  cases.  As  yet 
there  is  no  sign  of  the  needful  rains  to  prepare  the  grounds  for 
the  autumn  sowings. 

Constantinople,  October  7. — The  market  is  unchanged,  the 
only  sale  being  12  cases  druggists'  at  10s.,  and  5  cases  Zilles,  con- 
taining 80  per  cent,  firsts,  at  12s.  6(7.  per  lb.,  f.o.b.  The  continued 
absence  of  rain  is  daily  becoming  more  serious. 

Pilocarpine. — Makers  quote  30s.  bi.  per  oz.,  or  Is.  4//. 
per  gramme  net,  for  the  nitrate  and  hydrochloride. 

Potash,  Pedssiate.— English  is  firm  at  b'±d.  per  lb.  on 
the  spot.  There  is  little  ttuff  to  be  had  outside  of  the 
combination. 

Quinine  — Makers'  prices  remain  unchanged  at  lOd.  per 
oz ,  with  little  business  doing.  Since  the  bark-auctions 
there  is  a  disposition  to  make  the  market  firmer,  but  Imperial 
brand  of  English  sulphate  is  offered  at  9~rf.  per  oz.  in 
1  000-oz.  lots  ,  and  Java  sulphate,  good  white,  at  9},d.  per  oz. 
on  the  spot.  The  imports  of  quinine  and  other  cinchona- 
alkaloids  into  the  United  States  during  the  seven  months 
endiDg  July  31.  1898.  have  amounted  to  2  518  878  oz  ,  as 
compared  with  2,454,243  cz.  for  the  same  period  last  year. 

Seeds. — There  is  more  inquiry  for  Coriander,  the  short- 
ness of  the  Morocco  ciop  being  now  evident.  Cumin  and 
Fenugreek  axe  fnr.i,  but  in  small  demand.  Canary  steady, 
with  sales  of  ordinary  Barbary  at  27s.  6d.  per  qr. ;  other 
bird  seeds,  such  as  Hemp  and  Millet,  being  scarce  and  dear, 
there  is  a  probability  of  an  increased  demand  for  canary- 
seed,  on  account  of  its  cheapness.  Caraways  quiet.  Linseed 
steady,  but  no  demand  for  the  finer  qualities. 

Shellac. — Firmer.  At  the  close  of  last  week  a  good 
business  was  done  in  second  orange  for  December  delivery 
(some  3,000  cases)  at  69;  bd.,  70s.,  and  70s.  bd.,  and  January 
deliveiy  at  71s.  bd  p°r  cwt.  ;  on  the  spot  400  cases 
second  orange  sold  at  67s.  to  68s  ,  mostly  for  fine  orange. 
This  week  there  has  been  a  moderate  business  doing  at  full 
rates,  chieflv  in  second  orange  at  64s.  for  fair  cakey  to  70s. 
for  fine.  AC  Garnet  has  also  been  dealt  in  at  67s.  bd.  for 
fair  free  and  63s.  per  cwt.  for  matted. 

Spices.— The  speculative  markets  have  been  weak;  both 
Pepper  and  C/ovs  are  lower,  but  rather  more  business  has 
been  done.  Cochin  Ginger  at  auction  on  Wednesday  was 
steady  :  eood  B  cut  sold  at  58s.  per  cwt,  and  small  native 
cut  at  32s.  to  32«.  6//.  per  cwt.,  the  rough  qualities  being 
bought  in.  The  Jamaica  offered  was  withdrawn,  the  biddings 


being  too  low.  Zanzibar  Cloves  are  lower  for  delivery,  with 
sellers  of  January-March  at  3§e7.  per  lb.  Good  picked 
Penang  sold  at  ltd.  per  lb.,  and  unpicked  at  H};d.  to  4Jrf. 
per  lb.  Common  stalky  Zanzibar,  shipped  in  cases  from 
Penang,  sold  at  3gd.  per  lb.  Zanzibar  Chillies  firm,  the 
parcels  offered  being  bought  in.  Pimento  was  in  better 
supply;  but  the  demand  was  small,  and  no  sales  were 
effected— 4^.  to  Q\d.  per  lb.  being  wanted  for  ordinary  to 
fair.  Nutmegs  were  rather  lower;  and  Mace  dull  of  sale. 
Singapore  white  Pepper  bought  in  at  6fcd.,  and  Siam  at  8W., 
Palembang  selling  at  Id.  per  lb.  Singapore  sold  at  "&\d.  for 
October- December  steamer,  and  Penang  at  for  January- 
March  shipment,  being  lower.  Singapore  black  also  easier, 
at  4frZ.  per  lb.  for  October-December  shipment;  at  auction 
the  lots  catalogued  were  bought  in  at  4  JfZ.  per  lb. 

Teagacanth.— At  auction  last  Friday  nearly  1.000  pack- 
ages were  offered  and  mostly  held  for  higher  prices.  The 
following  prices  were  paid: — Syiian  firsts,  117.  5s.;  good 
seconds,  107.  12s  bd.  to  10/.  15s.  ;  fair,  91.  to  9s.  12s.  bd. ; 
ordinary,  8/.  2s.  bd.  to  8/.  12s.  bd. ;  fine  pale  thirds.  11.  to 
11.  5s.  ;  cood.  6/.  2s.  bd.  to  67.  15s.  ;  fourths,  80s.  to  97s.  bd. ; 
eood  pinky,  11.  12s.  bd. ;  fair,  67.  12s.  bd.  ;  and  67.  2s.  bi.  to 
6/.  5s.  for  sittings.  Common  to  ordinary  rough  Hog  gum, 
25s.  to  32s.  per  cwt. 


Drug=auctions  in  London. 

They  were  poor  sales  to-day.  Senna  was  the  bulkiest  drag, 
and  was  of  good  quality  on  the  whole.  Offering*  generally 
were  not  so  lavish  as  they  have  been  recently,  as  the  follow- 
ing table  shows  : — 

Offered  Sold 


Aconite   10  ... 

Aloes  (Cape)    37  ... 

Curacao   32  ... 

Ambergris   3  ... 

Ammonia   21  ... 

Aniseed   29  ... 

Annatto   40  ... 

Antimony   40  ... 

Balsam  copaiba  ...     5  ... 

Peru   2  ... 

Tolu    8  ... 

Belladonna    9  ... 

Benzoin   148  ... 

Betel-nuts   1  ... 

Bird-lime   5  ... 

Buchu    41  ... 

Calumba    188  ... 

Cannabis  indica  ...    18  ... 

Cardamoms   117  ... 

Cascarilla   73  ... 

Chillies   15  ... 

Cinchona    109  ... 

Civet   5  ... 

Cocculus  indicus  ...    60  ... 

Colocynth   4  ... 

Coriander-seed   2  ... 

Croton-seed   27  ... 

Cubebs    153  ... 

Cumin-seed    15  ... 

Cuttlefishdjone   ...    23  ... 

Damiana    5  ... 

Dill-seed    14  ... 

Divi-Divi    2£6  ... 

Dragon's-blood   ...      2  ... 

Ergot  of  rye   41  ... 

Galangal    10  ... 

Gamboge    45  ... 

Gentian   20  ... 

Guaiacum   29  ... 

Gum  ammoniacum,    43  ... 

arabic...   4  ... 

Honey    113  ... 

Ipecacuanha  (Cart.)    14  ... 

(Rio)    40  ... 


0 
37 
32 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
20 
0 
5 
4 
0 
0 
30 
27 
0 
7L 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
4 
23 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
6 
0 
4 
0 
0 
73 
14 
13 


Offered  Sold 


Kamala   18 

Kino    8 

Kola-nuts   22 

Lime-juice    28 

Matico    9 

Musk   10 

Myrrh    58 

Nux  vomica   337 

Oil,  bay   1 

cajuput   10 

cinnamon    62 

citronella    1 

cod-liver    10 

eucalyptus   30 

geranium    2  . 

lemongrass    20  . 

lime    14  . 

peppermint    7  . 

rose  (Bombay)...     13  . 

sassafras    5  . 

spearmint   1  . 

star-anise    46  . 

ylang-ylang    2  . 

wintergreen   1  . 

Orange-peel   21  . 

Orris-root   1  . 

Potashes    4  . 

Rhatany    7  . 

Rhubarb    153  . 

Sandalwood    50  . 

Sarsaparilla   69  . 

Senna   652  . 

Soap,  Castile    4  . 

Squills    36  . 

Strophanthus    7  . 

Star-anise   20  .. 

Sulphur   15  .. 

Tamarinds    24  . 

Tonka-beans   18  .. 

Turmeric    153  .. 

Vanilla    120  .. 

Vermilion   2  .. 

Wax  (bees')    781  .. 

Wild-cherry  bark...     1  .. 


.  0 

.  1 

.  15 

.  18 

.  0 

.  2 

.  0 

.  0 

.  1 

.  5 
.  39 
.  0 
.  0 
.  0 
.  0 
.  0 
.  0 
.  0 
.  5 
.  0 
.  0 
.  46 
0 

.  0 
,  5 
0 
0 
0 
15 
0 

33 
608 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
24 
0 
0 
1C0 
0 
37 
0 


The  death  of  Mr.  Charles  Christey  called  forth  an  ap- 
preciative reference  from  Mr.  Van  Haus  (of  Messrs.  Hale 
&  Son),  who  said  Mr.  Christey  had  been  associated  with  him 
as  a  partner.  "  The  room  "  sympathetically  agreed  with  his 
suggestion  that  the  sympathy  of  the  drug-trade  should  be 
extended  to  Mrs.  Christey  and  her  family  in  their  bereave- 
ment. 
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Aloes. — Cape  is  Qd.  dearer,  26s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  being  paid 
for  a  few  cases  of  good  bright  hard,  and  266'.  for  part  soft 
ditto.  The  other  prices  paid  were  24s.  Qd.  for  soft  and  dull, 
and  19.5.  Qd.  to  20s.  Qd.  for  overheated  and  dull.  Dark  low 
brown  Curasao  sold  at  14s. 

Ambergris. — The  supplies  were  smaller  in  weight  than  the 
numbers  show;  only  a  few  ounces  of  first-class  stufE  were 
available.  The  grey  was  bought  in  at  100s.,  and  90s.  per  oz. 
down  to  50s.  for  poor  of  bad  Uavour  were  the  limits  placed 
on  the  lest. 

Ammonia  Carbonate.— For  this  "outsider"  in  7-lb.  jars 
Is.  Qd.  per  jar  was  bid  and  refused,  Is.  9d.  being  required. 
It  was  much  effloresced. 

Aniseed. — For  small  Maltese  fruit  of  poor  flavour  19s.  Qd. 
per  cwt.  was  bid  and  refused. 

ASAFETIDA. — The  199  cases  which  arrived  from  Bombay 
last  week  were  not  ready  in  time  for  the  drug-auctions  to-day. 

Belladonna. — An  old-looking  lot  of  root  was  limited  at 
40s.  per  cwt. 

Benzoin.— In  better  inquiry  privately,  and  good  business 
has  been  passing  at  well  maintained  recent  rates.  It  is 
reported  from  Holland  that  one  holder  is  endeavouring  to 
get  all  the  stock  there  into  his  own  bands,  and  he  has  been 
fairly  successful  so  far.  This  has  a  hardening  tendency  upon 
prices.  The  tone  in  auction  was  indifferent,  and  little  busi- 
ness was  done.  Low  stoney  Penang  sold  at  23s.  to  23s.  Qd. 
per  cwt.,  and  one  lot  with  a  better  flavour  fetched  27x.  Qd. 
Dull  low  brown,  glassy  and  barky  Sumatra  sold  at  4/.  7s.  Qd. 
This  was  all.  Pea-size  drop  Siam,  fairly  free,  sold  at  Ql.  15s., 
and  sittings  at  50s.  to  65s. 

Birdlime. — A  parcel  of  good  soft  Japanese  sold  cheaply 
at  3d.  per  lb.,  subject  to  bujers'  approval. 

Buchu. — Easier,  good  round  green  leaves  having  sold  at 
5^d.  per  lb.;  stalky  and  yellowish  was  limited  at  4^.,  and 
the  b=st  leaf  was  bought  in  at  G^d.  to  6j'/.  Lang  leaf,  weak 
and  old-looking,  sold  at  3%d. 

CalumbA. — No  public  business,  although  the  demand 
privately  is  good.  Fair,  bright,  sound  washed  root  was 
limited  at  40s.,  and  ordinary  brownish  and  dull  sorts  at 
18s.  per  cwt. 

Cardamoms. — Malabars  and  Mangalores  were  in  almost 
as  large  supply  as  Mysores  to-day,  and  the  qualities  were 
somewhat  better  than  at  lecent  sales,  but  the  supplies  were 
small.  Ceylon-Ma'abars  were  bought  in  at  2s.  9d.  per  lb. 
for  medium  to  bold  brown.  No  sales;  nor  did  Mangalores 
sell,  4s.  being  the  buying-in  price  for  medium  to  bold  good 
pale.  Ceylon-Mysores  sold  at  higher  rates,  one  lot  of  bold 
bright  pale,  full  seeded,  fetching  4s.  2d.  per  lb.,  and  medium 
ditto.  3s.  8d.  Small  to  medium  pale  round  sold  at  3s.  Id. 
and  3s.  2d.  Bold  brown  longs  were  limited  at  2s.  Id., 
medium  sold  at  2s.  3d.,  brown  split  longs  at  Is.  lid.,  and 
splits  2s.  2d.  to  2s.  Qd.  Brown  seeds,  full  flavour,  sold  at 
3s.  3d.  and  3s.  Hd. 

Ceylon  advices,  dated  September  10,  intimate  that  the  car- 
damom crop  is  likely  to  be  very  short  this  year,  owing  to  the  long 
spells  of  dry  weather  during  the  last  few  months.  The  shipments 
from  Ceylon  from  January  1  to  September  20  were : — 

1898  1897  1896  1895 

Lbs.  331,232         354,411         232,359  259,711 

Cascarilla. — Recent  arrivals  gave  a  long  string  of  this 
aromatic  to-day,  chiefly  of  poor  quality  ;  but  there  was  a 
parcel  of  fine  hold  silvery  quill  which  sold  with  good  com- 
petition at  60s.  per  cwt. ;  siringy  ditto  sold  at  45s ,  and 
sittings  at  25s. 

Cinchona. — South  American  Calisaya  cultivated  bark 
thin,  sold  at  9d.  per  lb.,  dull  ditto  at  Qd  ,  and  dark  damaged 
at  4c/.  Extra  bold  yellow  bark  (natural)  of  fine  colour  sold 
at  lOd.  to  Is.  Id.  per  lb. ;  fair  Huanoco  quill  sold  at  10^d , 
Loxa  grey  quill  at  7{d.  to  l\d  .  and  damages  ditto  at  2d.  to 
Qd.  per  lb.  Chip  and  broken  Maracaibo  sold  at  3\d.  per  lb. 
Fine  old-fashioned  bold  thick  South  American  red  bark  in 
curved  pieces  was  limited  at  6s.  per  lb. 

Copaiba. — Unfiltered  Maranham  balsam  sold  at  Is.  Id. 
per  lb.,  but  the  best  of  that  kind,  which  was  good  thick 
bright,  was  limited  at  Is.  8^d. 

Croton-seeds. — A  parcel  from  Yokohama  of  doubtful 


quality  was  bought  in  at  85s.  per  cwt.,  no  bid  being  obtain- 
able. 

Cuttlefish- bone  sold  with  fair  competition,  but  the  kinds 
were  below  the  average,  dull  broken  medium  size  sold  at 
l\d.  per  lb.,  and  bold  ditto  at  2fc/. 

Dragon's  blood. — There  is  more  to  be  had  in  London 
now,  but  it  is  not  of  direct  import.  Fair  seedy  lump  seconds 
wa3  limited  at  8/.  10s. 

Ergot  of  Rye. — Our  report  of  last  week  as  regards  the 
failure  of  t.he|Russiari  crop  has  been  confirmed,  and  to  this  is 
now  added  a  bad  report  from  Spain.  Privately  fair  Russian 
is  held  for  Qd.  per  lb  on  the  spot,  but  there  is  little  to  be 
had  at  this  figure.  Weevily  Spanish  (poor  stuff)  was  bought 
in  to-day  at  3d.  per  lb.,  and  less  would  buy. 

Galangal. — The  parcel  offered  at  last  auction  was  again 
brought  forward,  in  view  doubtless  of  expected  higher  prices 
owing  to  scarcity  in  the  East ;  21s.  was  bid  for  it  and  refused, 
the  limit  being  22s.  per  cwt. 

Gamboge. — Fair  broken  and  partly  blocky  pipe,  rather 
darkish,  sold  at  Ql.  5s.  to  6/.  15s. 

Guaiacum. — Fair  green  medicinal  resin  in  block  sold  at 
Is.  3<7..  Is.  5d.,  and  Is.  10(/.  per  )b.,  according  to  quality;  low 
and  drossy  ditto  was  bought  in  at  Qd.,  a  bid  of  l-td.  being 
refused. 

Gum  Ammoniacum. — No  sales.  For  dry  seedy  white 
tsar,  of  medium  flavour.  36s.  per  cwt.  was  bid  and  refused, 
21.  being  the  price.    Blocky  was  bought  in  at  20s. 

Gum  Arabic. — Since  the  auctions  last  week  there  has 
been  a  better  demand  privately,  and  the  business  done 
included  about  500  cases  ordinary  to  fair  Ghatti  at  15s.  Qd. 
to  17s.  per  cwt.,  and  fair  to  good  hard  Soudan  sorts  at  65s. 
to  70s.  For  so-called  "  white "  Mogador  sorts  62s.  6c/.  rjer 
cwt.  was  wanted  ;  fair  Turkey  sorts  were  bought  in  at  62s.  Qd., 
and  fine  Trieste  white  grain  at  6/.  12s.  Qd. 

Honey — Privately  yellow  Italian  in  barrels  is  offered  at- 
22s.  Qd.,  and  extra  white  in  tins  at  33s.  per  cwt.  c.  and  f. 
terms.  There  was  little  first-class  stuff  in  auction  to  day; 
sellers  were  firm,  atjd  on  the  whole  lecent  rates  were 
obtained — viz.,  Jamaica,  seconds,  part  set,  20s.  to  20s.  Qd. 
per  cwt;  ditto  clear,  21s.  ;  dark  and  dirty,  19s.  to  19s.  6(2. 
For  set  white  hardi-.h  2ls.  Qd,.  was  refused.  When  Australian 
came  up  the  room  was  busy  talking  and  pencil-rapping. 

Ipecacuanha. — The  market  is  quiet,  but  holders  of 
Caitagena  and  Rio  show  no  disposition  to  slacken  their  prices 
the  former  having  sold  at  7s.  per  lb.  for  good  natural,  and 
one  small  lot  is  reported  to  have  been  sold  at  Qd.  more. 
Several  bales  of  Rio  have  sold  at  10s.  per  lb.  Hiere  was 
little  peculiar  about  the  public  offerings,  except  that  the 
high  piic.es  had  brought  out  two  little  parcels  of  a  few  pounds 
each  Good  stout  well-annulated  Cartagena  sold  at  6s.  lid., 
7s.,  7s.  Id.,  and  7s  2d.  per  lb.  according  to  its  cleanness. 
Good  sound  Bio.  well  annulated,  sold  at  10s.,  and  thin  and 
stringy  at  9s.  lid  ,  so  that  the  market  is  unchanged. 

Kino — One  tin' of  East  Indian  B  P.  description  sold  at 
12s.  per  lb.  There  was  a  parcel  of  Ceylon  niade  stuff,  rather 
rare  in  this  market. 

Kola-nuts. — Bold  washed  and  sound  Demerara  sold  at 
3kd.  per  lb.  and  mouldy  ditto  at  3jd.  to  4c/.  African  was 
limited  at  37.  At,  the  spice  auctions  2\d.  to  3\d.  per  lb. 
was  paid  for  West  Ind:au. 

Lime-juice. — West  Indian  juice  sold  without  reserve  at 
4(2.  to  Id.  p^r  lb.  Some  hro*n  concentrated  lemon-juice 
containing  118  oz.  citric  acid  per  gallon  was  bought  in  at 
15/.  per  105  gallons. 

Matico. — Fair  green  leaf  weakish  in  flavour  may  be 
bought  at  <\\'l.  per  lb.    The  best  was  bought  in  at  Q\d. 

Musk. — The  limited  offers  to-day  consisted  of  good  [first 
pile  Tonkin,  thin,  blue  skin,  which  sold  at  70s.  per  oz.,  and 
Nenaul  grain,  for  which  a  confident  bid  of  30s.  was  declined. 

The  following  figures  represent  the  shipments,  in  catties,  from 
Shanghai  during  August : — London,  30  :  Kobe,  7h  catties.  There 
were  no  stocks  in  Shanghai  on  September  3,  but  the  first  lots  of 
Tonquin  were  expected  to  arrive  in  about  four  weeks  from  the 
above  date. 

Oil,  Bay. — West  Indian  distilled  sold,  with  good  compe- 
tition, at  6s.  3d.  per  lb. 
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Oil,  Cajuput. — Good  green  from  Singapore  sold  at  3s.  Gd. 
perjbottle. 

Oil,  Cinnamon. — In  good  supply,  but  only  one  broker 
managed  to  sell  39  cases  (about  750  bottles)  of  leaf  oil  at 
from  3\d.  to  3}sd.  per  oz.,  and  this  was  without  reserve. 
Bark  oil,  best  quality,  is  Is.  Gd.  per  oz. 

Oil,  Eucalyptus. — There  was  absolutely  no  bid  in 
auction,  and  the  following  were  the  limits  stated  by  the 
brokers: — Platypus,  2s.  Gd.  ;  aldehydic  globulus,  Is.  10d.; 
and  amygdalina,  lOd. 

Oil,  Lemongrass. — Privately  the  market  is  steady  at  3\d. 
per  oz  on  the  spot.  Samples  of  the  public  offerings  were  not 
available  at  the  uiual  time. 

Oil,  Limes. — Large  offerings,  but  no  demand. 

Oil,  Rose  (Bombay). — Only  the  settlings  sold.  Id.  per 
cz.  being  obtained. 

Oil,  Stae  Anise. — There  was  very  good  competition  for 
a  large  parcel,  which  sold  at  6v.  4rf.  to  6s.  5d.  per  lb. 

Obange-peel  —  A  let  of  pale  Maltese  strip  sold  at  3%d.,  1 
and  thick  strip,  without  reserve,  at  2d.  per  lb.  The  best  i 
lots  were  limited  at  G^d.  to  Id.  per  lb. 

Rhubarb. — The  market  has  been  quiet  duriDg  the  past 
fortnight  both  in  London  and  Hamburg.  The  direct  imports 
at  the  latter  port  since  our  last  have  amounted  to  56  cases. 
To-day  there  were  smaller  offerings  than  usual,  but  Shensi 
was  in  larger  supply.  Without  demand  in  auction.  For 
what  few  cases  were  disposed  of  publicly  the  following 
prices,  about  unchanged,  were  paid: — Canton,  good  drug- 
gists' trimming  root  of  fair  fracture  Is.  <W..  round  pickings 
Is.  Id  .  and  fair  bold  flat  10-^  ,  ditto  round  10^.,  good  pick- 
ings, flat,  all  sizes,  lid.  Of  Shensi,  fine  round,  of  good 
fracture,  sold  at  2s.  Qd  ;  good  medium  flat,  three  quarters 
pink  one  quarter  grey  fracture,  was  limited  at  Is  9d. ;  for 
good  druggists'  trimming  root  2s  bd.  was  bid  and  refused  ; 
Shensi  pickings  sold  at  Is.  3d.  Of  high-dried  nothing  was 
sold,  H^d.  being  bid  for  common  rough  ;  for  the  best  lots 
9^d.  was  bid,  but  lid.  was  required. 

The  following  figures  represent  the  shipments  of  rhubarb,  in 
piculs,  from  Shanghai  during  August: — London,  684  ;  Hamburg, 
266 ;  New  York,  144  ;  Marseilles,  17 ;  and  Kobe,  14.  Total, 
1,125  piculs  (133  lbs.).  Advices  from  Shanghai,  dated  Septem- 
ber 3,  report  a  good  demand  for  Shensi  root  and  Szechuen  high- 
dried,  but  the  stocks  are  only  of  poor  quality.  More  of  the  drug 
was  coming  forward  when  our  correspondent  wrote.  Common 
round  is  in  large  supply  at  Shanghai,  and  prices  are  on  the 
decline. 

SaesapAEILLA. — Privately  native  Jamaica  root  ex  drug 
auctions  of  September  23  has  been  sold  at  lid.  per  lb.  this 
week.  To-day  fibrous  grpy  Jamaica  sold  with  good  compe- 
tition at  Is.  Id.  and  1?.  Gd.  ptr  lb.  for  first  and  second  class 
damaged.  "  Crown "  Honduras  was  bought  in  at  Is.  3d. 
Lima  Jamaica,  good  fibrous,  small  and  floe,  was  bought  in 
at  Is.  4</.,  and  part  chumpy  sold  at  Is.  to  Is.  2d. 

Senna  — Better  prices  were  paid  to-day  for  bold  Tinnevelly 
leaf  of  good  colour  suitable  for  retailing.  For  this  5d.  per 
lb.  was  paid.  Other  grades  were  as  before,  medium  to  bold 
leaf  of  good  colour,  unspotted,  selling  at  3d.  to  3^d  ;  di'to, 
partly  yellow  and  slightly  brownish  or  spotty,  2\d.  to  2-xd 
Small  to  medium  spnttv,  brown  and  damaged,  \\d.  to  2d. 
Pods  fold  cheaper  at  \\d.  to  \\d.  Mecca  did  not  sell  at  all, 
nor  did  Alexandrian. 

Squills — Dull  market,  at  unchanged  rates— eg.,  3d.  per 
lb.  for  good  pale  hard. 

Tamarinds. — Dark  Antigua  sold  at  8s.  Qd.  per  cwt ,  and 
good  West  Indian  at  9s. 

Tonka-beans — The  soft  Angosturas  offered  before  have 
come  down  from  3s.  9d.  to  3s.  2d.  per  lb.,  but  no  business  is 
doing. 

Turmeric. —  Stfady,  but  quiet.  The  business  done  this 
week  includes  Chinese  finger  at  16s.  Gd  ,  fair  Cochin  split 
bulbs  at  10s  Gd.,  and  Bengal  at  19s.  per  cwt.  No  sales  in 
auction.  The  shipments  from  Shanghai  during  August 
were  663  piculs.  The  new  crop  is  expected  in  Shanghai 
this  month. 

Vanilla  sold,  with  good  competition,  at  about  6(/.  to  Is. 
per  lb.  bet'.er  prices  for  the  finest  qualities.    The  following 


were  some  of  the  prices  obtained  : — Madagascar,  good  bold 
crystallised  beans,  Gh  to  7h  inches,  18s.  to  20s. ;  6.V  to  7 
inches,  19s.  ;  5.V  to  6-J-  inches,  17s.  Gd.  ;  5  to  5.1.  inches, 
16s.  Gd.;  4  to  "5  itches,  15s.  to  15  s.  Gd.  \  6  to  7  inches, 
13s.  6^.  Tahiti,  of  gocd  chocolate|colour,  brought  8s.  per  lb, 
but  were  mostly  bought  in.  Mauritius,  2  to  6  inches, 
7s.  Gd  to  7s.  9d. ;  5  to  7  inches,  18s.  Gd.  to  19s.  ;  5J-  to  6 
inches,  17s.  ;  6  to  7  inches,  lis.  Gd.  Seychelles,  5.V  to 
6  inches,  18s. ;  7  inches,  15s.  Gd.;  5  to  6A  inches,  12  s.  6'/. ; 
mixed  sizes,  14s.  Gd.  subject ;  and  6„-  to  7  inches,  19s. 
per  lb. 

Wax  (Bees")  — Jamaica  wax  was  the  only  kind  in  request, 
and  it  sold  firmly  at  Gl.  10s.  to  6^.  12s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  for  good 
hard  yellow  and  orange  mixed.  San  Domingo,  wormv,  sold 
at  5^.  5s.  Dar  k  yellow  Madagascar  was  limited  at  51.  17s.  Gd , 
and  51.  5s.  was  refused  for  brown  tarthy.  For  pood  mixed 
Californian  6/.  15s.  was  refused,  also  5^.  5s.  for  dull  brown 
Zanzibar. 


Comino  Events. 


We  insert  notices  of  association  and  society  mee.tin.ns  in  thit 
section  free  if  they  are.  sent  to  us,  on  postcards,  by  tlia 
Wednesday  of  the  week  before  the  meetings  are  to  be  held. 


Tuesday,  October  18. 

Royal  Photographic  Society.  Photo-mechanical  meeting  at  5a 
Pall  Mall  East,  at  8  P.M.  "  On  New  Methods  of  Developing 
Daguerrotype-plates,"  by  Col.  J.  Waterhouse. 

Wednesday,  October  19. 

The  Western  Chemists'  Association  (of  London.)  Annual  meet- 
ing at  the  Westbourne  Restaurant,  1  Craven  Road,  at  9  p.m. 

Royal  Microscopical  Society,  20  Hanover  Square,  W.,  at  8  p.m. 
"  The  Reproduction  of  Diatoms,"  by  Mr.  J.  Newton  Coombe ; 
and  Part  3  of  "  Report  on  the  Recent  Foraminifera  of  the 
Malay  Archipelago,"  by  Mr.  F.  W.  Millett. 

Thursday,  October  20. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  73  Newman  Street,  W.,  at 
9  p.m.  "  Vegetable  Secretions,"  by  Mr.  T.  Morley  Taylor. 

Friday,  October  21. 

Irish  Pharmacists'  Association.  Opening  meeting  at  67  Lower 
Mount  Street,  Dublin,  8.30  p.m.  All  assistants  and  appreil' 
tices  are  invited  to  attend. 


The  Brewprs'  and  Mineral-water  Manufacturers'  Twentieth 
Annual  Exhibition  and  Market  will  be  held  in  the  Royal  Agricul- 
tural Hall,  London,  N.,  from  October  29  to  November  4. 

Chemical  Society. — Banquet  to  past  Presidents  at  the  Hotel 
Metropole  on  Friday,  November  11.  Tickets,  one  guinea  each, 
can  be  obtained  from  the  Assistant-Secretary,  Burlington 
House,  W. 

British.  Optical  Association. — Next  examination  will  be  held  at 
the  Birkbeck  Institution,  Chancery  Lane,  London,  on  November 4, 
Last  day  for  entry  of  names,  October  22.  Secretary,  Mr.  J.  II. 
Suteliffo,  West  Street,  Blackpool. 

Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland  Pharmaceutical  Association. 
— The  opening  address  will  be  given,  on  October  27,  by  Dr. 
Ralph  Stockman  (Professor  of  Materia  Medica  in  Glasgow 
University),  on  "  Sources  of  our  Pharmacopoeia." 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association. — A  series  of  four  Cinderella 
dances  in  connection  with  this  Association  will  be  held  in  the 
Portman  Rooms,  Baker  Street,  W.,  on  October  27  and  Decem- 
ber 8,  1898,  and  January  4  and  March  23,  18S9.  Tickets  and  full 
i  particulars  may  be  obtained  from  the  Hon.  Secretaries,  Mr.  C. 
Morley.  3  Bucklersbury,  E.C.,  and  Mr.  H.  H.  Robins,  113  Ridley 
Road,  Forest  Gate,  E. 


Haie-specialities. — Electrotypes  of  the  two  illustrations 
on  pages  61-62  of  "Pharmaceutical  Formulas"  can  be 
obtained  post  free  for  5s.  on  application  to  the  Publisher, 
C.  3r  I).,  42  Cannon  Strett,  London,  E.C.  For  almanacs 
handbills,  &c.,  chemists  and  druggists  will  find  these  useful 
to  give  along  with  a  description  of  the  structure  of  the  hair 
and  how  to  keep  it  well  preserved. 


